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CHAPTER*  XIX. 

An  important  incident  announced  in  pretty 
language. 


while  tj^e  fair  Nymph  thus 
continued  to  hang  her  virgin  offerings  on 
the  fhnne  of  friendfhip,  Mr.  Clermont 
acknowledged  himfelf  fubdued  by  the 
irrefiftible  force  of  a  fupcrior  divinity. 
His  heart  was  naturally  fufceptible  of  the 
power  of  beauty,  and  his  youthful  imagi- 
nation, unreftrained  by  experience,  and 
unfubdued  by  time,  annexed  to  the  lovely 
form  of  Marianne  Dudley,  every  idea 
of  *  perfect,  fair  and  good  ;'  all  the 
images  of  excellence  that 

A  5  "  Fable 
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"  Fable  ever  feign'd, 
«•  Or  youthful  poets  fancy  when  they  love." 

He  perceived  through  the  clear  tranf- 
parency  of  her  exquifite  complexion, 
a  mind  unclouded  by  any  (hade  of  error, 
and  radiated  by  all  the  fpltndor  of  grace 
and  virtue:  and  in  the  fwimming  luftrc 
of  her  azure  eyes  he  not  inaccurately 
read  the  fofc  emotions  of  a  melting  foul. 
Did  ten  thoufand  worlds  prefent  equal 
attractions  to  that  of  calling  fuch  an 
angel  his?  I  am  confident  every  lover 
under  twenty  will  anfwer— no. 

To  accelerate  the  conqueft  of  his  heart, 
love  was  increafed  by  difficulty.  Her 
rejection  of  Mr.  Pelham  was  a  convincing 
proof  that  fhc  was  not  eafily  won  j  and 
though  the  fmile  which  beamed  in  her 
Lvely  face  at  his  approach,  might  have 
told  him  he  was  a  welcome  gueft,  he  had 
too  high  an  idea  of  her  perfections,  to 
fuppofe  they  would  be  the  reward  of  his 
vows.  But  (hould  the  goddefs  be  pro- 
pitious, might  not  parental  authority 

inter- 
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interfere  ?  This,  though  a  probable, 
was  only  a  fecondary  terror;  far  fupprfing 
himfclf  bleffcd  with  her  favour,  he  felt 
difpofrd  to  brave  the  frowns  of  fortune 
and  of  fate. 

Mifs  Dudley  had  declined  any  family 
intercourfe  till  her  father's  return;  buc 
Mrt  Clermont  always  found  excufes  for 
another  call.  Sometimes  he  apprehended 
one  of  the  ladies  had  a  flight  cold,  and 
then  civility  required  dv.tt  he  fhould  make 
enquiries  atct  r  her  health.  Again,  Miri- 
anne  expreflcd  a  wifh  that  (he  could  get 
a  Canary-bird,  and  the  attentive  lover 
had  it  in  his  power  to  prticnt  her  with 
a  charming  little  fongtteri  anorhcr  day, 
fhe  was  hardly  miftrefs  of  a  favourite 
piece  of  mufick,  and  Mr.  Clermont  was 
fo  happy  in  his  manner  of  teaching,  that 

fhe  learnt  much  more   from  his  inftruc- 

•». 

tions  than  the  'lellons  of  her  mailer. 
Thtn  on  darting  a  literary  topick,  Hie 
had  not  read  an  author  which  he  coin- 
mended,  and  fortunately  having  the  book 
at  home,  he  infnied  upon  bringing  it 
A  6  next 
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next  day.  Thus  ever  rcftlefs  but  when 
in  her  company,  he  repeated  his  vifits, 
gazed  upon  her  charms,  magnified  her 
perfections,  and  drained,  even  to  its  dregs, 
the  intoxicating  cup  of  love. 

Such  an  admirer,  or,  toTpcak  with  more 
prccifion,  an  adorer,  was  too  much  adapted 
to  Marianne's  tafte  to  be  viewed  with 
real  indifference.  But  the  paflion,  which 
in  Mr.  Clermont's  heart  flamed  with 
ardour,  and  fpoke  with  animation;  in 
the  fofter  character  of  Marianne  afiumed 
the  form  of  gentle  melancholy.  Louifa 
perceived  with  pain  the  change  in  her 
fitter's  manner,  and  eafily  divined  the 
caufe.  The  behaviour  of  Mr.  Clermont 
was  too  marked  to  allow  her  to  doubt  of 
his  fentirm-nts;  yet  me  prudently  wimed 
that  her  fiftcr  might  not  beflow  her  whole 
heart,  till  certain  that  no  obftacles  would 
arifc  to  make  her  regret  its  lofs. 

The    frequent  vifits  of  Mr.  Clermont 
during   her  father's   abfcnce,   gave   Mifs 
Dudley   the  more  concern,  as  (he  knew 
not  how  to  decline  them.      She  endea- 
voured 
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voured   to  engage  her   fifter  in  fociety, 
but  Marianne's  relu&ance  to  quit  her  be- 
loved   folitude    was  invincible.     At  laft, 
{he  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  prevail  upon  her 
to  take   a  tour,   for  a  few  days,    amongft 
the  beautiful  fernery  with  which  they  were 
furrounded  j    but   hardly   had   they   pro- 
ceeded to  the  end  of  the  firft  ftage,  when 
Mr.  Clermont   and    his   fifter   overcook 
them,    who,  as  he  thought,   very  fortu- 
nately, hadjuft  fet  out  upon  exactly  the 
fame  route.     How  was  Louifa  to  efcape 
this  new  embarraffment  ?  Even  the  prudent 
Marianne  thought  they  could  not  decline 
his  propofal  of  joining  their  party,  with- 
out evident  rudenefs. 

As  no  vigilance  could  now  guard 
againft  repeated  interviews,  Mus  Dudley 
felt  herfelf  obliged  to  commit  her  fifter 
to  the  guard  of  her  own  circumfp-dion. 
Frequent  converfations  amongft  the  de- 
lightful objecls  which  nature  prefentcd 
to  their  view,  fo  forcibly  increafed  Mr. 
Clcrmont's  enthufiafm,  that  he  no  longer 
brooked  the  reftaint  of  fiknce.  He 

feized 
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fcized  an  opportunity  of  addrefimg 
his  charmer,  as  he  was  conducting 
her  along  a  woodland  dell,  at  a  Irrlc 
diftance-  from  the  re  ft  of  the  party.  With 
all  the  glowing  colouring  of  rormntick 
tcndernefs,  with  all  the  impaflioned  elo- 
quence of  youthful  impetuofity,  he  com- 
mumcatcd  the  fecret  of  his  heart.  His 
blufhing  miftrefs  liftened  in  filent  confu- 
fion,  her  complacency  at  feeing  her  own 
idea  of  a  1'wer  realized,  was  abated  only 
by  recollecting  that  fhe  "was  Tworn 
never  to  think  of  love."  Being  preflcd 
for  an  aniwtr,  (He  with  fomc  hefitation 
mentioned  her  determined  prcrerenct  of  a 
finglc  life  j  but  intermixed  this  declaration 
with  fo  much  cfteem  for  Mr.  Clcrmont, 
and  fo  much  pity  for  his  milcrv,  that 
thf.«ugh  (he  doubtlcfs  intended  to  blaft  all 
his  hopes,  (he  did  not  actually  reduce  him 
to  dcfpair.  He  implored  her  forgivc- 
neG :  ic  was  rradity  granted ;  he  then 
intrratcd  he  might  prejcvc  the  tender 
regard,  the  enchanting  confidence  with 
which  he  had  been  favoured.  To  this 

the 
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the  lady  aflcnted,  on  condition  of  his  never 
naming  the  word  love  ;  he  in  reply  pro- 
mifed  to  confine  his  unhappy  pafiion  if 
poffible  to  his  own  bofom,  and  thus  the 
quondam  lovers  became  oftenfible  friends. 
The  reft  of  the  tour  was  extremely 
agreeable  to  both  parties.  Marianne's 
fpirits,  which  probably  had  fuffered  by 
too  clofe  confinement,  received  confider- 
able  benefit  from  the  excurfion.  The 
change  was  fo  vifible  to  Louifa,  that  fhe 
could  not  avoid  rallying  her  flfter  upon 
the  caufe  of  this  fudden  alteration. 
Marianne's  heart  was  formed  for  con- 
fidence, and  fhe  readily  informed  Louifa 
of  the  circumftance  of  Mr.  Clermont's 
addreffes,  and  her  total  rejection.  Mifs 
Dudley  did  not  appear  to  think  the  denial 
quite  fo  peremptory  as  Marianne  intended 
it  mould  prove  ;  and  that  opinion  feemed 
confirmed  by  the  vivacity  of  the  rejected 
lover.  Perplexed  at  this  fuggeftion, 
Marianne  determined  to  appeal  to  her 
Eliza  Milton,  who  was  art  excellent  cafuift 
in  all  points  of  love  and  honour.  On  the 

evening 
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evening  (he  returned  home,  (he  retired 
early  from  fupper,  in  order  to  write  down 
the  whole  particulars.  But  the  affcHing 
fight  which  (he  faw  on  entering  her  drefT- 
ing- room,  incapacitated  her  for  ufing  her 
pen.  It  was  no  orher  than  the  little 
canary-bird,  her  favourite  pet,  hfclefs  ac 
the  bottom  of  its  cage,  and  infenfible  to 
the  carcfiVs  of  its  weeping  miftrefs.  I  do 
not  infinuatc  that  Marianne's  regret  was 
increafed  by  any  aflbciation  uf  ide*s;  (he 
was  paffionatcly  fond  of  all  kinds  of  birds, 
and  certainly  did  not  prize  this  the  more, 
f  -m  having  been  the  prefent  of  a  rejected 
lover.  The  accident  however  afforded 
Mr,  Clermont  a  frcfh  opportunity  of 
urging  his  fuit,  for  afiuming  the  character 
of  the  dead  warbler,  he  prefented  Mari- 
anne with  the  vcrfcs  following  : 

SONNET, 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A  CANARY  BIRD. 
Far  from  the  funny  ifle,  and  vine-hung  grove, 

My  native  foil,  to  Britain's  temp'rate  fky 
I  came  to  learn  the  tale  •  f  l.opelefs  love, 

To  daunt  its  woes  to  Delia,  and  to  die. 

Oft 
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Oft  fha)l  the  pen  five  maid  thofe  notes  recall, 

Whofe  varied  melody  did  once  engage, 
And  oft  the  tear  of  kind  regret  fhall  fall, 

As  fad  fhe  gazes  on  my  vacant  cage. 
Yet,  penile  mourner,  not  thy  tears  or  fighs, 

Can  life's  extingu'fh'd  taper  re-illume  ; 
And  when  for  thee  defpairing  Strephon  dies, 

Thy  angel  pity  cannot  break  his  tomb  : 
Yet  now  fuch  pow'r  is  lodg'd  in  thy  foft  eyes, 

One  tender  glance  would  clear  the  morbid  gloom* 


Marianne  difcovered  in  this  compofl- 
tion  a  charm  infinitely  fuperior  to  that 
of  a  mere  well  turned  compliment,  and 
cenfured  Louifa's  commendation  of  the 
poetry,  as  by  no  means  fuftkiently  ani- 
mated. Mrs.  Patty,  who  happened  to  be 
prefent  when  the  fubject  was  difcufied 
between  the  fitters,  joined  in  the  conver- 
fation,  and  did  nor,  by  any  means,  "damn 
with  faint  praife."  She  had  now  com- 
menced as  warm  an  advocate  for  Mr. 
Clermont,  as  (he  had  been  for  his  prede- 
ceflbrs  Pelham  and  Alfop,  not  from  the 
mercenary  motives  which  induced  her  to 
plead  for  the  latter  gentleman,  but  from 

the 
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the  natural  affcflion  which  fhe  bore  to 
handfome  people.  Though  her  lady 
fcldom  interrupted  her  when  Mr.  Cler- 
mont  was  her  theme;  dill  fhe  fo  con- 
ftamly  perfifted  in  her  determination  of 
"  withering  upon  the  virgin  thorn,"  that 
Patty  began  to  apprehend  fome  ferious 
difafler  muft  befal  her  as  a  judgment 
upon  her  obftinacy  :  either  that  fhe  would 
be  mctamorphofcd  into  a  rock  of  marble, 
or  fetched  away  by  the  ghoft  of  fome 
lover,  who  had  died  in  defpair.  Refolvcd 
therefore,  by  giving  fair  warning,  to 
difchargc  her  own  duty,  fhe  conftantty 
entertained  her  lady  during  her  hours  of 
atrcndance,  *ith  the  dreadful  confequences 
of  female  difdain,  beginning  with  Bateman 
hanging  himfelf  for  love,  and  ending  with 
the  cruelty  of  Barbara  Allen. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XX. 
Jfrng    argumeiU  *&**$ 


W'HILE  the  wavering  balance  of 
female  refokitioa  continued  fufpendcd, 
before  Mrs.  Patty's  eloquence,  or  fosne 
weighdcr  motive  made  the  nodding  (bale 
preponderate  in  Mr.  Clercaoat's  favour, 
Mr.  Dudley  returned  home.  His  arrival 
relieved  Louifa  from  much  anxiety  for 
health,  and  peace  of  mind,  aad  many 
appre hen  Sons  for  her  filler's  future  trao- 
quiliity,  as  fhe  was  now  certain  of  cac 
affitlance  of  an  jvifer.  Mr.  D  - 

ley's  account  of  his  own  afEiirs  was  mere 
and  more  diftreilkjg.  The  limitati 
under  mhich  the  eftarc  had  been  be- 
queathed to  Mr.  Tonnertau,  did  n  t,  upoa 
further  examination,  appear  to  be  fur- 
raouniabic ;  and  even  government  had 
given  up  ail  hopes  of  the  ia&ty  of  the 

Leeward 
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Leeward  Ifland  fleet:  the  underwriter  too, 
who  had  in  fared  the  fhip  in  which  Mr. 
Dudley's  property  was  embarked,  de- 
clared himfclf  reduced  by  repeated  lofies, 
to  a  flate  of  infolvency.  Yet  though 
expofed  to  the  prefTure  of  fo  many  various 
misfortunes,  Louifa  with  delight  per- 
ceived that  her  father's  mind  had  loft 
much  of  that  gloomy  defpondency,  which 
deprefled  it  when  he  left  Stannadine,  and 
which  had  appeared  to  his  excellent 
daughter  a  feverer  misfortune  than  the 
lofs  of  that  wealth  fhe  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  Dudley  accounted  for  the  change. 
"  Perhaps,  my  love,"  faid  he,  "  of  all 
the  evils  attendant  on  poverty,  none 
are  more  to  be  lamented  than  •  the 
querulous  humour  it  excites,  even  in 
liberal  and  benevolent  minds.  People 
in  unhappy  circumftances  are  not  only 
apt  to  view  the  comforts  they  are 
forced  to  rciinquifh,  with  repining  regret, 
almoft  approaching  to  envy ;  they  too 
often  confider  the  fons  of  affluence,  as 

enjoying 
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enjoying  their  calamities,  making  them 
the  fubject  of  illiberal  mirth,  and  look- 
ing down  with  contempt  upon  the  children 
of  adverfity.  The  real  afflictions  incident 
to  penury,  are  Icfs  harafling  to  our  forti- 
tude, than  the  fuppofition  of  our  being 
infulted  by 

"  The  proud  man's  contumely, 
"  The  infolence  of  office,  and  the  fpurn?, 
<<  Which  patient  merit  of  th'  unworthy  takes. 

"  Bad  as  the  world  is,  I  believe  this 
happens  lefs  frequently  than  the  un- 
happy luppofc ;  and  doubtlefs  it  is 
their  duty  to  avoid  indulging  thefe 
painful  fenfibilities  -,  but  they  are  fo 
congenial  to  a  reflecting  independent 
mind  (Iruggling  with  diftrefs,  and  are 
fo  ftrengthened  by  the  general  opinion 
of  mankind,  and  the  opinions  not  only 
of  poets,  but  of  moral  writers,  and 
divines ;  that  it  is  almolt  impofiible  for 
a  perfon  to  feel  pecuniary  difficulties, 
without  fuppofing  themfelves  to  be  ill- 
ufed  and  forlaken.  It  was  with  thefe 

fcntimvOts 
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fcntiments  I  left  you,  and  though  not 
infenfiblc  to  neglect  myfclf,  1  anticipated 
it  with  greater  terror,  as  I  imagined  it 
would  fall  with  ten-fold  violence  upon 
you;  who  have  been  accuftomed  to  be 
welcomed  with  delight,  heard  with  atten- 
tion, and  anfwered  with  refpect.  Mr. 
Pelham,  my  dear,  has  made  me  open  my 
eyes  to  a  brighter  profpect;  and  though 
few,  like  this  excellent  young  man,  mta- 
fure  their  conduct  to  the  unfortunate  by  that 
divine  benevolence,  which  regards  the  keen 
fufccptibility  of  mitery,  intfead  of  the  cold 
rules  of  civility, — though  few,  I  fay,  like 
him  divert  by  their  kind  auentions  the 
recollection  of  that  diftrefs,  which  the  yet 
unfubdued  fpirit  of  independence  will  qot 
permit  their  fortune  to  relieve;  yet  dill, 
Louifa,  there  are  many  generous  minds  in 
the  world ;  and  much  of  the  neglect 
of  which  affliction  complains  is  caiual  and 
accidental.  May  you,  my  dear,  'conGder 
it  as  fuch  1  or  rather  may  you  meet  with 
a  Pciham,  to  raife  you  above  the  torment 
of  thefc  reflcftions!" 

2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Dudley's  conclufion  was  more 
affecting  to  Louifa  than  he  intended. 
She  would  have  repeated  his  energetick 
wifh,  but  recollecting  herfclf,  determined 
to  think  of  this  mod  amiable  man,  only 
as  the  friend  and  comforter  of  her  father. 

Mr.  Dudley's  intention  of  paying  a  re- 
fpectful  vifh  of  thanks  to  Lord  Clermont, 
was  prevented  by  that  nobleman's  afliduous 
politenefs  5    for  he  waited  upon  him  the 
morning  after  his  return,   and  prefented 
his  fon  to.  him,  as  one  whofe  higheft  am- 
bition  was    to    obtain   his    approbation. 
Lord  Clermont  expreiled  his  wifh  for  an 
intimacy   between    the    families,   with   a 
warmth  which  neither  admitted  of  denial 
nor    evafion;    and    plainly   mewed   that 
more  than   a  neighbourly  intercourfe  was 
defired.         Mr.     Clermont's     behaviour 
afforded     a     further     explanation,      and 
though     the     delicacy  •  infeparable    from 
female     attachment   prevented   Marianne 
from   making    any   intentional  difcovery 
of  her  fentiments  -,   yet  the  blufh  of  plea  • 
fure  which  lighted   up  her   face   at  her 

lover's 
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lover's  approach,  and  the  penfive  abfcnce 
of  mind  which  followed  his  departure, 
intimated  a  preference  which  the  difcern- 
ing  father  hartilv  felt  inclined  to  limit  to 
the  name  of  friendfhip.  / 

Lord  Clermont  did  not  long  permit 
Mr.  Dudley  to  found  his  opinion  upon 
fufpicion  only ;  he  avowed  his  fon's 
attachment,  and  his  warm  approbation 
of  his  choice,  in  terms  which  fecmed  to 
indicate  an  apprchenfion  that  difficulties 
would  be  ftarted  on  Mr.  Dudley's  fide. 
What  then  was  his  aftonifhment  when 
that  gentleman  declared,  that  his  daughter 
was  an  abfolute  miftrefs  of  her  pcrfon 
and  fortune,  'and  that  if  (he  inclined  to 
favour  Mr.  Clcrmont,  the  paternal  fandlion 
would  be  chearfully  beftowed  ?  But  in 
order  to  account  for  his  Lordfhip's  fur- 
prifc,  I  mud  (late  fome  circumftances  in 
his  hiltory  and  character. 

Lord  Clermont  then,  was  one  of  thofc 
who  imagine  they  arc  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  human  life,  from  having 
contemplated  it  on  the  dark  fide.  Dif- 

appointcd 
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appointed  in  his  expectations  of  prefer- 
ment at  court,  he  retired  into  the  country, 
with  fomewhat  of  a  faWnine  caft  of  cha- 
racter j  the  afperity  of  which  was  not 
foftened  by  the  enjoyment  of  domeftick 
happinefs.  His  union  with  Lady  Cler- 
mont  was  effected  by  intereflcd  motives, 
and  as  the  badnefs  of  her  temper^  and 
the  inferiority  of  her  whole  character, 
was  a  perpetu.il  fcurce  of  diiquiet,  he 
attributed  his  infelicity  to  his  own  folly, 
in  marrying  a  woman  whom  he  beheld 
with  indifference  ;  erroneoufly  fuppofing, 
that  if  he  had  really  loved  her,  her  failings 
would  have  given  him  Ids  pain.  This 
predilection  in  favour  of  love -matches, 
itrongly  warring  with  his  ruling  pafllon, 
avarice,  induced  him  to  look  forward 
with  apprehenfion,  to  the  period  of  his 
children  arriving  at  maturity;  for  Le 
fuppoled  it  improbable,  that  Cupid  <md 
Plutus  could  agree  in  their  choice,  and 
each  of  thcfe  deities  feemed  in  his  eye  of 
equal  importance.  To  prevent  his  chil- 
dren therefore  from  falling  in  love,  he 
VOL.  n.  E  educated' 
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educated  them  vvith  ftrict  feverity,  and 
railed  at  the  paflion  with  increafing  vio- 
Jcnce,  till  his  accidental  interview  with 
Marianne  Dudley,  and  his  Ton's  vifible 
attachment  to  her  relieved  'his  painful 
apprehenfions,  and  changed  his  inve&ives 
into  encomiums.  Habitual  feverity  pre- 
vented him  from  owning  to  Mr.  Clcrmont 
the  fatisfa&ion  he  felt  ;  but  the  young 
lover's  impatience  to  lead  his  charmer 
to  the  altar,  was  hardly  more  violent  than 
his  father's  dcfire  effectually  to  fecurc 
him  from  the  poflibility  of  being  attached 
to  fomc  beautiful  beggar,  or  of  facrificing 
his  future  comforts  at  the  (brine  of  un- 
amiable  riches. 

The  unfounded  rumour  refpedling  Mr, 
Dudley's  intentions  of  reftraining  Mari- 
anne from  marrying,  had  reached  the 
Park  ;  and  Lord  Clermont  confidered 
it  as  too  probable  to  want  authenticity. 
He  eftcemed  it  a  very  fortunate  circum- 
ftance,  that  his  fon's  acquaintance  with 
the  ladici  had  commenced  during  the 
father's  abfcncc  ;  and,  inftead  of  reftrain- 

9  in& 
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ing,  encouraged  his  frequent  vifus  to 
Scannadine,  in  order  that  he  might  fecure 
the  affe&ions  of  Marianne,  before  any 
oppofition  could  be  darted.  His  obferv- 
ations  on  her  behaviour  convinced  him 
that  his  plan  hid  fo  far  fucceeded,  and 
he  confidered  the  compliment  he  paid  her 
father  in  afking  his  afienr,  to  be  merely 
a  (tep  to  bring  the  affair  to  a  crifis.  That 
aflent,  given  with  no  other  redaction 
than  what  his  child's  happinefs  fcemed 
to  demand,  aftonifhed  his  Lordlhipj  but 
an  adept  in  the  ways  of  the  world  will  not 
afcribe  any  action  to  the  principle  of  dif- 
in:ereded  virtue,  which  is  capable  of  being 
referred  to  confummate  hypocrify. 

Lord  Clermont,  on  h-s  return  to  the 
Park,  fent  for  his  fon  to  his  clofer. 
The  polifhed  urbanity  of  manners,  which 
difHnguifhed  this  nobleman  in  company, 
did  not  enter  into  his  domedick  arrange- 
ments, and  Mr.  Clermont  with  reluctant 
ileps  obeyed  the  fummons  of  a  father, 
who,  except  in  permitting  his  vifus  to 
Stannadine,  had  always  appeared  to  com- 
B  2  bat 
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bat  his  wiflies  ;  and  who  never  called  him 
to  a  private  conference,  but  only  to  give 
him  a  pointed  reproof.  Even  now  that 
he  had  the  mod  tranfporting  tidings  to 
communicate,  he  could  not  refolve  to 
do  it  in  a  gracious  manner.  "  Edward," 
faid  he,  in  a  (tern  voice,  "  I  wifh  to 
know  if  you  have  fo  far  forgotten  your 
duty  as  to  engage  your  affections  to 
Mifs  Marianne  Dudley,  without  previoufly 
obtaining  my  permiflion."  Confcious  of 
the  error,  which  he  knew  not  how  to 
vindicate,  and  could  not  difown,  Mr. 
Clermont  was  filcnt.  "  I  perceive,"  re- 
fumed  his  Lordfhip,  a  that  my  fufpicions 
.are  juft.  I  fuppofe,  Sir,  I  have  not 
deferved  your  confidence.  I  am  an  un- 
natural father,  am  I  not  ?"  The  poor 
youth,  fuppofing  the  next  fcntence  would 
contain  a  peremptory  mandate  tp  banifh 
him  from  one  on  whom  his  life  depended, 
and  againft  whom  no  reafonable  objection 
could  be  urged,  could  not  give  a  negative 
reply  to  his  father's  interrogatories,  and 
remained  dumb  with  terror  and  confufion. 

After 
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After    his    Lorfhip  had    thtis     gratified 
himfelf    by   the    indulgence    of     parental 
power;   he  thought   proper  gracioudy  to 
forgive  him,  and,  after  (lightly  mentioning 
Marianne's    inferior    rank,    expreffed   his 
willingnefs    to    overlook   that    objection 
in     confequence   of    her    rnerit,   and    his 
defire  to  enfure  his  fon's   happinefs.     He 
then  related  what  had  paOtd  between  him 
and  Mr.  Dudley,  and  claimed  the  acknow- 
ledgment which  duty   and  gratitude  mud 
excite,  in  return  for  fuch  confideraje  good- 
nefs.      Mr.    Clermont   in  a  tranfport  of 
joy  flung  himfelf  at  his  father's  feet,  and 
acknowledged  that  he,  had  made  him  the 
happieft  of  men ;  and  his  Lordfhip,  while 
he  raifed  him  and  held  him  to  his  heart, 
experienced,  for  perhaps  the  firft  time  in 
his  life,  the  real  blefling  of  being  a  father. 
Nothing  now  remained  but  to  gain  the 
approbation    of  Lady  Clermont,  and    to 
prevail  upon  the  lovely  maid  to  fanction 
their  hopes.     The  former,   my  Lord  was 
too    much  of  a   fafhronable    hufband   to 
confider    as    of   much   importance  ;   and 
B  3  the 
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the  latter   he   was  inclined  to  hope   would 
not  prove  an  Herculean  labour. 

CHAP.  XXI. 

d  fair  Platcnijl  is  compelled  to  marry,  as 
a  lefs  hazardous  expedient,  than  refining 
tic  opinions  of  an  illiberal  age. 

I  HE  lover's  talk  of  propitiating  his 
Goddcfs  was  rendered  lefs  difficult  by 
Mr.  Dudley  ;  who,  immediately  upon  the 
departure  of  Lord  Clercnont,  informed 
his  daughter  of  the  purport  of  that  noble- 
man's vifit,  and  requeued  her  decifion. 

Marianne,  with  blufhes  as  animated 
and  as  beautiful  as  thofe  of  the  morning, 
exprefTed  a  lively  fenfc  of  Mr.  Clcrmont's 
merits;  bnt  though  (he  felt  for  him  a 
tender  fricndfhip  and  a  warm  efteem, 
(he  fcarcc  fuppofed  her  regard  amounted 
to  love,  a  pafiion  of  which  fhe  believed 
he r  heart  never  would  be  fufcepiible. 

Mr.  Dudley,  who  thought  otherwife, 
replied,  "  Where,  my  dear,  did  you  learn 

your 
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your  opinion  of  love  ?  If  neither  w.*m 
efteem  nor  tender  friendship  cxprefTcs 
the  fentiments  it  infpires,  by  what  other 
words  can  you  define  them  ?" 

Marianne,  a  little  piqued  at  having  her 
knowledge  of  a  fcience,  in  which  ihe 
believed  herftlf  an  adept,  called  in 
qucftion,  anfwered,  that  if  (he  was  con- 
vinced it  would  promote  Mr.  Cicrmont's 
happinefs,  (he  couLl  cheerfully  rcfign  him 
to  another.-' 

"  You  only  tell  me,  my  dear,  that- 
you  are  not  felfilh,  mean,  and  illiberal  j 
qualities  of  which  I  never  fuppoied  you 
capable. 

The  young  lady  perceiving  that  me 
had  confiderably  the  difadvantage  in  the 
argument,  begged  her  father  to  give  her 
his  opinion  of  her  lover. 

Tenderly  preffing  her  hand,  "I  am 
certain,"  faid  he,  <c  my  dear  child  is  not 
one  of  thofe  who  difcover  irrefiftible 
atrraclions  in  the  fplendor  of  a  coronet, 
or  the  poflcffion  of  immenfc  wealth.  I 
therefore  will  not  confidcr  that  Mr.  Clcr- 
B  4  mont's 
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mom's  preterfions  arc  by  thofc  advan- 
tages rendered  irrefiftible.  He  appears 
to  be  an  intelligent,  agreeable  young 
man,  of  a  frank,  candid  difpofition ;  and 
I  am  informed  is  irreproachable  in  his 
morals.  As  a  lover,  I  prefume  he  muft 
be  as  much  of  an  Amadis  de  Gaul,  as 
modern  manners  will  permit,  and  there- 
fore certainly  adapted  to  your  taftc  in 
lhat  particular.1' 

Marianne  fmiled.  u  You  are  fevcrc 
upon  me,  Sir,  but  is  this  all  you  have 
obferved  of  him  ?" 

"  I  could  fay,"  refumed  Mr.  Dudley, 
"  that  his  character  is  not  yet  completely 
formed.  He  has  been  educated  in  retire- 
ment, under  the  eye  of  (if  the  world 
fays  right)  a  flern  father.  Such  a  fnuation, 
fo  fccure  from  every  temptation  to  do 
wrong,  and  precluded  from  the  pofilbi- 
Jiry  of  acling  and  judging  for  himfelr, 
obliges  me  to  confider  Mr.  Clermont's 
fi.ture  conduft  to  be  rather  a  matter  of 
opinion,  than  admitting  of  a  pofirive  con- 
clufion.  He  is  extremely  young,  lively, 

and 
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and  poficfied  of  ftrong  paffions;  for  fuch 
an  one  the  world  will  fpread  many  fnares, 
from  which  I  fincerely  hope  his  attach- 
ment to  you  may  preferve  him.  Our 
fcx,  my  dear,  is  formed  to  fill  an  ampler 
fpace  in  the  world  than  yours,  and  the 
fphere  of  an  Englifh  nobleman's  actions 
is  an  extenfive  one.  It  is  always  fortu- 
nate for  a  woman,  when  (he  marries  a 
man  whofe  character  can  in  fome  degree 
be  afcertained,  by  his-  having  been  for 
fome  time  under  his  own  guidance.  You 
who  are  formed  to  fulfil  the  retired,  but 
not  lefs  important  duties  of  life,  can 
always  be  properly  eftimated  while  under 
the  paternal  wing ;  the  attentive,  fub* 
mifiive  daughter,  will  make  a  tender, 
obliging  wife ;  the  retired,  amiable  maid, 
will  form  the  prudent  domeftick  matron., 
But  the  manners  of  the  man  cannot  be  fo 
well  determined  by  the  virtues  of  the 
youth ;  particularly  if  his  father,  like 
Lord  Clermonr,y  aflumes  that  method  of 
behaviour,  which  indeed  tries  his  patience 
and  good  humour,  but  does  not  eradicate 
B  5  any 
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any  wrong  propcnficy,  or  call  forth  the 
latent  qualities  of  his  foul,  by  confidence 
and  generous  friendship.  I  mud  there- 
fore upon  the  whole  confider  Mr.  Cler- 
ii,  out  as  a  lei's  eligible  huftund  than  Mr. 


Marianne  entreated  her  father  never 
to  mention  a  name  which  (he  never 
Jieard  without  feeling  diflikc,  bordering 
upon  averfion.  She  then  afked  her  father 
if  patience  and  good  humour  were  the 
only  virtues  he  difcovered  in  Mr.  Clcr- 
rnpnr. 

The  fretful  impatience  with  which  flic 
interdicted  Mr.  Dudley  from  mentioning 
bis  friend,  and  the  tacit  reproof  her 
queftion  conveyed,  determined  the  obfer- 
vant  father  to  fupprefs  further  obferva- 
tions  ;  and  endeavouring  to  give  the 
converfation  a  lively  turn,  he  tolJ  MarU 
anne  (hat  patience  and  good  humour 
were  very  good  connubial  virtues. 

Siill  Marianne  could  not  think  of  mar- 
riage, and  wimed  that  Mr.  Clermont'a 
fcntiments  coincided  with  her*,  in  pre- 

ferring 
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fcrring(for  at  lead  fome  years)  the  gentle 
tie    of  fricndihip. 

"  Will  you  tell  me,  my  dear,"  faid 
Mr.  Dudley,  "  what  the  married  (late  is, 
if  it  is  not  friendfhip  in  its  mod  lively, 
extenfive,  and  exalted  fen fc  ?  Is  it  not 
an  union  of  interells  and  affections,  fanc- 
tioned  by  an  indiflbluble  tie  ?  Does  it 
not  call  for  mutual  efteem,  confidence, 
forbearance  .  and  tendtrnels  ?  Contem- 
plate it,  my  dear,  in  the  light  of  a  con- 
nection at  firft  defigned  by  divine  wifdom,' 
for  the  mutual  advantage  of  two  fallible 
creatures,  and  not  as  a  fairy  region  of 
ecftafy  and  perfect  happinefs,  inhabited 
by  perfect  beings,  whole  every  wifh,  Icn- 
timent,  and  action  flows  in  unifon.  I 
would  not  (hock  your  delicacy,  Marianne  -, 
but  I  muft  tell  you  that  the  world  is 
exceedingly  apt  to  call  in.queftion  the 
exigence  of  that  Platonick  affection  you 
feem  to  entertain;  and  1  will  apprize 
you,  that  it  is  neceflary,  either  to  receive 
Mr.  Clermont's  vifits.  in  the  acknow- 
B  6  ledged 
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ledgcd    chamber  of    your   lover,   <5r   to 
-jrcqnert  him  to  difcontinne  them." 

Marianne  was  exceedingly  difpleafcd 
at  the  world's  want  of  candour,  fcntiment, 
and  refinement  j  but  as  more  expert  re- 
formers than  heritlf  had  often  in  vain 
tried  to  correct  its  prejudices,  fhe  did 
not  feel  fufiicient  courage  to  dare  its 
cenfures,  and  to  defpife  its  frowns.  The 
companion  infeparable  from  her  difpo- 
fition,  prevented  her  from  adopting  the 
laft  altrinative  propofed  by  her  father; 
as  its  effcds  would  inevitably  prove  fatal 
to  poor  Clcrmont.  But  while  (he  hefi- 
tafed,  perplexed  and  unrefolved,  the 
over  arrived  to  plead  his  own  caufe. 
t  i:.s  arguments,  confirmed  by  a  thoufand 
vows  ot"  eternal  gratitude,  unremitting 
attention,  unalterable,  tender,  inviolable 
love,  were  fuccefsful :  and  Marianne  con- 
tented to  accompany  him  to  the  altar. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 

Author's  predilection  for  declamation, 
induces  her  to  make  no  ufe  of  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  introducing  elegant  dejcriftion. 


N. 


O  fooner  had  the  lady's  confent 
been   obtained,  than  the  Ciermonts,  as  if 
fearful  that  fhe  would  retracl  it,  urged  on 
their  fuit  with  the  additional  requeft  of  a 
fpeedy  union.     My  Lord,  with  the  pettifli 
impatience      common      to     difcontented 
people,  would  not  believe  that  an  event 
fo  agreeable  to    his  wifhes    would   take 
place,  without   the  intervention   of  fome 
mortifying    circumftance     to    abate    his 
fatisfa&ion.     His  fears  of  Mr.   Dudley's 
oppofuion  being  removed,  by  that  gen- 
tleman's cheerful  acquiefcence,  he  adopted 
another  fet  of  apprehenfions  $   and  as  he 
had  di (covered  the  perplexed  (late  of  the 
father's  affairs,  began  to  fear  a  marriage 
with  the  daughter  might  entail  upon  his 
fon   the    protection    and  fupport  of  two 

beggars  5 
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beggar;    and   to  this   he  calculated  Ma* 
rianne's  fortune  was  unequal. 

A  little  time  previous  to  his  being 
certainly  afiurcd  of  Mr.  Dudley's  misfor- 
tunes, his  Lordfhip  in  converfation  gave 
a  hint,  which  at  leaft  proved  him  to  be  a 
man  of  forecaft,  as  it  is  generally  termed. 
The  purport  of  it  was,  that  though  Mrs. 
Alderfon  had  thought  proper  to  diftin- 
guifli  Marianne  as  her  farourite,  he 
hoped  Mr.  Dudley  would  ftill  remember 
(he  was  bis  daughter,  Mr.  Dudley  not 
entering  into  the  force  of  this  fuggeftion, 
anfwered  it  by  declarations  of  the  affec- 
tion he  felt  for  fuch  an  amiable  child  -,  and. 
in  the  warmth  of  paternal  tranfport, 
repeated  many  inftances  of  the  tender 
attachment  (he  had  (hewn  to  his  perfon 
and  attention  to  his  interefls  i  adding,  that 
he  could  hardly  have  expected  fuch 
regard  confidering  that  he  had  been 
feparated  from  her  in  her  Dearly  years, 
when  the  heart  receives  the  mod  lively 
imprcfiions.  The  deep  difcernment  of 
Lord  Clermont,  reflecting  afterwards  upon 

thcfe 
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thefe  words,  and  comparing  them  with 
the  (late  of  Mr.  Dudley's  circumftances, 
led  him  to  fulpect  that  they  conveyed 
more  of  defign  than  of  paternal  tender- 
nefs ;  in  other  words,  that  he  intended  to 
take  advantage  of  the  filial  virtue  he  com- 
mended ;  his  Lordfhip  therefore  thought 
it  right  to  take  an  opportunity  of  mewing 
him,  that  he  would  find  fome  difficulties 
to  impede  his  defign. 

The  fteady  honour  which  was  an  in- 
mate of  Mr.  Dudley's  breaft  in  every 
ficuation^  anticipated  his  Lordfhip's  cold 
prudence.  On  recollecting  the  conver- 
fation,  he  perceived^  that  "more  was 
meant  than  met  the  ear ;"  and  to  prevent 
the  expectations  of  avarice  from  exceeding 
their  probable  gratification,  he  deter- 
mined, not  only  to  inform  Lord  Clermont 
that  Marianne's  fortune  had  been  limited 
to  Mrs.  Alderfon's  bounty,  by  exprefs 
agreement  when  fhe  and  her  fitter  were 
infants,  but  that  in  fact  he  had  now 
nothing  to  bequeath.  Determined  to 
conquer  falfe  fliame,  fince  unconfcious  of 

/     intentional 
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intentional  error,  he  frankly  dated  his 
alarming  fuuation.  My  Lord  heard  him 
with  much  Jangfroid^  his  eyes  fixed  on  a 
beautiful  landfcapc  of  Claud's,  which 
hung  at  the  other  end  of  the  faloon. 
When  Mr.  Dudley  had  finifhed,  he 
exprefied  great  concern,  but  intermixed 
his  confoladons  with  reproofs  for  his 
mifplaced  Confidence,  declaring  that  he 
very  well  knew  the  inftability  of  Tone- 
reau's  credrt  a  twelvemonth  ago.  He  did 
not  (lop  to  hear  Mr.  Dudley  exculpate 
himfelf,  as  he  attempted  to  do  by  plead- 
ing, that  they  were  old  family  friends, 
and  that  his  long  abfcnce  from  England 
gave  him  lefs  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
ftate  of  mercantile  credit  than  others  :  his 
Lordfhip  went  on  in  a  very  compofcd, 
carrlefs  manner,  to  afk  how  he  meant  to 
difpofc  of  himfelf,  and  what  were  his  fu- 
ture plans  refpeding  his  daughter. 

"People  of  our  age,  my  Lord,"  faid 
Mr.,  Dudley,  with  a  warmth  he  could  not 
reflrain,  "  may  employ  themfclvcs  better 
than  in  forming  diftant  plans  for  the  fup- 

port 
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port  of  an  exiftence  they  may  almoft 
hourly  expeft  to  refign.  I  felt  misfortune 
at  a  time  when  I  looked  forward  to  many 
years,  which  hope  had  dreffed  in  gay 
alluring  colours :  if  I  then  fuftained  my 
trials  with  firmnefs,  much  more  may  I 
how,  when  experience  has  taught  me  the 
infufficiency  and  indability  of  temporal 
bleffings ;  and  when  nature  reminds  me 
of  a  fpecdy  fummons  from  all  fublunary 
profpeds.  With  refpecl:  to  Louifa,  I  am 
happy  in  feeing  her  poflcfs  a  dignity  and 
compofure  of  mind,  which  will  in  any 
circumftances  prevent  her  from  finking 
into  defpair.  B.oth  of  us,  my  Lord,  have 
independent  fpirits.  We  can  neither 
folicit  nor  accept  the  cold  afiiftance  of 
relu&ant  friend fhip.  Fortunately  for  her, 
her  grandfather's  prudence  placed  the 
means  of 'procuring  her  the  neceflaries  of 
life  beyond  the  power  of  my  indifcretion  : 
and  in  all  my  troubles,  I  have  the  confo- 
lation  to  reflect,  that  the  child,  whom  my 
foliy  injured,  has  the  ability,  as  well  as 

the 


34  AGOSSIP'S   STORY. 

the  virtue,   to   offer    me   an  humble  but 
fccure   afylum." 

"  Your  numerous  friends,  Mr.  Dudlty, 
will  doubtlcfs  prevent  you  from  putting 
the  young  lady's  filiil  piety  to  an  incon- 
venient trial.  I  mould,  for  inftance, 
think  my  Ton  would  be  extremely  happy  5 
but  really  there  is  no  anfwering  for  young 
men  i  and  people  of  quality  are  often 
embarrafTcd  to  fupport  what  the  world 
expects  from  them.  But  fuppofe  we 
mention  the  affair  to  Edward." 

"  By  no  means,  my  Lord.  My  cxpecV 
ations  from  Mr-  Clcrmont  extend  no 
further  than  to  his  making  my  Marianne 
happy.  In  fo  doing,  he  will  confer  upon 
me  a  lading  obligation  $  and  my  heart  is 
too  proud  to  be  eafy  under  the  fenfe  of 
multiplied  favours.  Could  I  have  fub- 
rnitted  to  become  pcniioner  upon 
Marianne's  bounty,  I  believe  I  could  eafily 
have  taken  auvantage  of  the  melting  kind* 
nc fs  of  her  temper ;  and  by  depriving  her 
of  the  advantages  (he  had  a  right  to 

expect, 
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expect,  have  fecured  myfclf  in  affluence. 
Bat  as  I  have  taken  no  difhonourable  flep 
to  fecure  my  felt"  from  poverty,  I  trufl  I 
ihall  not  want  firmncfs  to  endure  it." 

Though  Lord  Clermont  (pra&ifed  in 
the  ways  of  the  world)  was  not  inclined 
to  place  implicit  confidence  in  declama- 
tory integrity,  the  ferene  firmnefs  which 
irradiated  Mr.  Dudley's  countenance 
almoft  induced  him  to  lament,  that  a  man 
of  fuch  principles  mould  be  left  the 
unaffifted  prey  of  misfortune.  To  do 
juftice  to  his  Lordfhip's  benevolence*  he 
really  felt  an  inclination  to  ftand  forth  as 
an  aclive  friend  5  a  wifh  which  like  many 
of  the  defires  human  nature  is  apt  to 
entertain,  feemed  to  increafe  with  the 
improbability  of  its  completion.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  confidered  this  converfation 
to  be  very  fatisfafltory  :  a  connection  with 
a  ruined  man  was  not  indeed  defirable 
but  when  poverty  was  accompanied 
with  the  firm  fpirit  of  haughty  independ- 
ence it  was  infinitely  lefs  troublefome 
to  its  acquaintance  and  friends.  The 

humane 
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humane  might  dare  ro  exprefs  their 
fympathy ;  and  the  polite  venture  art 
offer  of  fervice,  without  any  hazard  of 
having  appropriate  fcrvices  annexed  to 
general  cxprefnons. 

He  therefore  hurried  on  his  fon's  nup- 
tials with  additional  impatience,  and  Mr. 
Clermont  feconded  his  felicitations  .with 
all  the  ardour  of  young  romantick  love. 
Marianne  found  her  maidenly  rclu&ance 
yield  to  the  entreaties  of  fuch  importu- 
nate fuitors.  Within  a  month  from  the 
time  of  Mr.  Dudley's  return,  Mr.  Cler- 
mont had  the  tranfport  of  hearing  his 
blufhing  bride  publickly  confirm,  with 
folemn  vows,  the  tender  aflurances  fhc 
had  before  given  him  of  eternal  love. 

The  younger  part  of  my  readers  will 
doubtlefs  expeft  a  defcription  of  the 
nuptial  ceremony,  the  bride's  parapher- 
nalia, and  all  the  gay  et  csetera  of  a  wed- 
ding ;  which  often  diverts  the  juvenile 
mind  from  reflecting  upon  the  important 
duties  this  grand  change  in  female  life 
prefcnbes.  I  had  propofcd  myielf  the 

pleafure 
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pleafure  of  gratifying  them  in  this  parti* 
cular;    but  when   thefe  affairs    came    to 
be  difcuffed  in   a  grand  com mittee- meet- 
ing of  our  fociety,  convened  at  Danbury, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  judging  whether 
every,  thing  was   properly  managed  ;  the 
whole   proceedings  appeared  nothing  but 
a  chain  of  improprieties,  and  I  therefore, 
think  it  better  to  omit  a  defcription  which 
could  only  excite  the  painful  duty  of  un- 
favourable criticifm.     Why   Jhould   I  tell 
the  publick  that  we  determined  that  the 
marriage  was  too  private  ;  that  the  bride's 
clothes  were  ill  fancied,  and  fat  frightfully, 
or  that   the    jewels  laboured   under-  the 
double    difadvantage    of    being   horridly 
extravagant,  and  odioufly  unbecoming  ? 

But  one  circumftance  as  conne&ed 
with  the  hiftorical  part  of  my  prefent 
labours  I  muft  not  omit.  It  was  the  ex- 
treme plainnefs  of  the  drefs  in  which 
Mils  Dudley  accompanied  her  fitter  to 
the  altar.  Such  meannefs  was  fo  little 
confident  with  the  other  circumftances 
of  her  character,  that  we  found  no  diffi- 
culty 
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culty  in  attributing  it  to  the  moft  malig- 
nant envy.  The  fagacity  of  this  obfer- 
vation  was  confirmed  by  hearing,  that 
inftcad  of  aflifting  at  the  ceremonial  vifit- 
ings,  Louifa  and  her  father  fet  out  for 
their  cftate  in  Lancafhire  a  few  days  after 
the  nuptial  ceremony.  Such  a  want  of 
attention  to  even  common  decorum,  ex* 
cited  all  our  philanthropy,  and  in  pro- 
portion as  we  hated  the  partial  father 
and  his  darling  daughter,  we  wifhed  all 
imaginable  happinefs  to  the  poor  young 
people,  thus  left  to  thcmfelves  without 
any  prudent  friend  to  direct  them  in 
family  management.  Unfolicitcd,  and 
prompted  only  by  our  natural  generofity, 
we  rcfolvcd  to  take  upon  ourfclves  the 
kind  office  of  general  inquifitors  into  the 
conduct  of  Mrs.  Clcrmont's  family,  and 
we  accordingly  aflfumcd  the  fell -in  vc  (led 
character. 
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CHAP.   XXIII. 

'the  nuptial  prefent  of  a  Father. 

AMONGST  the  arrangements  pre- 
paratory to  Mrs.  Clermont's  nuptials,   it 
was  determined  that  Mr.  Dudley  fhould 
immediately    refign     Stannadine     to    the 
young   couple,   for   their  refidence  ;    and 
Marianne    acceded   the  more   readily   to 
her    father's    propofal,    becaufe   fhe   had 
lately   heard  him  exprefs  an  intention  of 
accompanying  J^ouifa  to  her   Lancafhirc 
cftate  that  autumn.     It  mud  be  obferved, 
that   the   train  of  thought  in   which  the 
fair  enthufiaft  had   hitherto  indulged,   did 
not  fupply    the    mod  accurate  ideas   re- 
fpecling   real   life.     Though  educated  to 
enjoy  all  the  elegant  comforcs  of  affluence, 
fhe   did  not  know  that  competence  was 
a  bleffing ;    and   (he   would  perhaps   have 
declaimed    againft     the    narrow,    illiberal 
mind   that   dared   to  reckon   it   amongft 
the    prime    ingredients    in    the    cup   of 

human 
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human  happinefs.  She  had  too  great 
a  foul  to  enquire  what  the  value  and 
extent  of  her  filler's  eftate  was  •,  (he  had 
heard  there  was  a  cottage  upon  it,  and 
that  name  fuggcfted  every  thing  that 
was  paftoral  and  charming.  Nothing 
but  the  fociety  of  her  adored  Clcrmont 
could  have  prevented  her  from  envying 
the  elegant  retirement  her  'father  and 
fitter  were  going  to  enjoy.  At  parting, 
(he  repeated  her  injunctions  to  Louifa, 
not  to  be  fo  captivated  with  rural  beauty, 
as  to  forget  her  promife  of  fpending 
Chriftmas  at  Stannadine,  and  in  the 
interim  the  was  to  be  a  punctual  and 
diffufc  corrcfpondent.  The  charming 
ftcnes  of  artlefs  nature  coukl  not  fail  to 
aiTord  ample  materials  to  a  fkilful  hand  ; 
ihc  lender  attachments  of  the  nymphs 
and  frvains  would  throw  living  figures 
into  the  lanclfcape  i  and  who  knows  but 
fome  new  Palemon  might  prefcnt  him  ft  If, 
with  taftc  to  fclecl,  and  virtue  to  reward 
the  new  L?.vinia. 

Louift, 
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Louifa,  with  a  penfive  fmile,  wifhed 
her  fitter  a  long  continuance  of  her  prefent 
happinefs,  while  the  darting  tear  feemed 
to  indicate  that  fhe  formed  no  very  high 
idea  of  the  rural  felicity  Ihe  herfelf  was 
going  to  enjoy. 

While  Mr.  Dudley,  the  evening  pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  repeated  the  bleff- 
ing  he  firft  pronounced  on  configning 
his  child  to  the  protection  of  a  hulband ; 
prudence  fuggefttd  a  few  falutary  pre- 
cepts. <{  May  I  always,  my  dear  Mari- 
anne, fee  in  your  countenance  this  delight- 
ful appearance  of  heartfelt  fatisfaction ! 
But  in  order  to  prefeve  it,  let  me  conjure 
you  to  banilh  from  your  heart  that  ex- 
treme fenfibility  you  have  hitherto  che- 
rifhed." 

"My  dear  Sir,"  cried  the  aftonifhcd 
bride,  "  you  advife  me  to  difmiis  the 
very  faculty  by  which  I  know  how  to 
appreciate  my  , prefent  happinefs.  I  owe 
to  it  the  cxquifite  fcnfe  I  have  of  Mr. 
Clermont's  unremitting  tendernefs.  To 
this  lively  fentiment  I  afcribe  the  ineffable 
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delight  his  prefence  excites,  and  the 
refined  tranfport  which  I  feel  at  all  his 
obfervant  affiduous  attentions.  My  dear 
father,  do  not  think  I  can  furrender  a 
quality,  which  has  taken  the  dcepeft  root 
injiyfoul." 

"  I  perceive,"   faid  Mr.  Dudley,  "  that 
you  are  not  yet  a  convert  to  my  doctrines, 
that  the  lover  and   the   hufband  are  dif- 
ferent characters  j    yet  as  my  opinion  is 
warranted  by  long  obfervation,  you  will  I 
am  certain  be  o  nvinced  at  laft  :    I  hope 
not    painfully.      Much    of   your    future 
happinefs,  Marianne,  depends  upon  your- 
fclf  5  do  not  at  lead  err  through  principle. 
Many    duties   are  interwoven     with    the 
facred  character  which  Mr.  Clermont  has 
lately  afiumed  :    he  is  no  longer  the  ena- 
moured youth,  whom  nothing  unconnect- 
ed with  his  fair  Idol  can  intereft  ;    he  is 
become  the  country  gentleman,  the  neigh- 
bour, the  hndlord,  the  matter  of  a  family. 
\Vith  thefe   obligations,    though    highly 
',  pleafing   to    an   intelligent   mind,    many 
irkfome  duties   are  neceflarily  involved; 

and 
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and  when  his  temper  is  ruffled  by  any 
exterior  perplexity,  thofe  afliduous,  ob- 
fervant  attentions  which  you  fay  are  the 
fource  of  your  refined  tranfports,  muft 
appear  to  him  as  a  difagreeable  reftraint. 
There  is  no  part  of  the  female  character 
dearer  to  us  men,  than  the  idea  that  you 
are  the  foothers  of  our  inquietudes,  the 
folacers  of  our  forrow,  the  fympathizing 
friends  to  whom  we  may  at  all  times  re- 
tire for  comfort,  in  every  diftrefs.  The 
enthufiafm  of  youth  often  mingles  with 
the  addreifes  of  the  lover,  an  overftraincd 
fubmiflion  which  places  your  fex  in  an 
exalted,  but  let  me  add  in  a  falfe  point 
of  view.  The  huiband,  when  he  reflects 
coolly  upon  every  circumftance,  will, 
if  he  judges  right,  confider  it  better  to 
preferve  the  heart  he  has  gained,  by  dif- 
playing  the  manly  qualities  of  fenfe,  phi- 
lanthropy, integrity,  and  fortitude,  than 
by  the  lover-like  arts  which  his  juvenile 
affection  urged  him  to  adopt ;  and  the 
difcrect  wife  will  haften  to  elevate  her 
own  character,  by  adding  to  the  delicate 
c  2  tender- 
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tcnderncfs    of    the    bride,    the  dignified 
virtues  of  the  matron. 

<r  Exert  the  powers  of  your  under- 
(landing,  my  dear  child,"  continued  he, 
tenderly  prefllng  her  hand.  "  Even 
during  the  firft  fond  period  of  wedded 
love,  ftrcngthen  the  bonds  by  which  you 
hold  Mr.  Clermont's  heart,  by  difplaying 
thofc  mental  excellencies,  which  will  be 
ever  new  and  valuable,  when  your  perfon, 
your  converfation,  and  your  many  fine 
accomplimmcnts,  (hall  have  loft  the  glofs 
of  novelty.  Providence,  by  placing  you 
in  an  affluent  fituation,  has  impofcd  upon 
you  a  thoufand  motives  for  exercifing 
a  benevolent  heart  >  and  by  making  you 
as  it  were  a  mark  of  diftindion,  enjoins 
that  nice  propriety  of  conducl,  by  which, 
if  we  cannot  efppe  cenfure  and  forrow, 
\ve  arc  at  lead  fccurc  from  the  fclf- 
reproach  of  having  dcfcrved  it.  You 
arc  commanded  to  prepare  yourfelf  for 
a  ipirituai  world,  not  to  languifh  out  life 
in  luxurious  foftnefs.  You  may,  like 
yonder  glorious  Orb  now  finking  in  the 

Weft, 
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Weft,  fpread  comfort  and  delight  all 
around  you,  and  become  a  noble  fpe&acle 
both  to  men  and  angels.  And  will  you 
give  up  all  thefe  privileges,  to  place  your 
whole  of  happinefs  in  the  unremitting 
tendernefs  of  a  fincere,  amiable,  well-- 
intentioned, but  undoubtedly  of  a  fallible 
being  ?  No,  my  child,  fummon  your 
refolution,  and  ere  he  changes  the  mode 
of  behaviour  Tiis  fondnefs  has  impofed, 
do  you  imperceptibly  relcafc  him  from 
the  reftraint.  With  pain  I  have  heard 
you  both  declare,  that  you  wifh  to  fhut 
out  all  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  to  live 
only  to  yourfelves,  I  muft  tell  you  that 
if  this  opinion  was  circulated,  you  would 
fubjecl:  yourfelves  to  much  opprobrium, 
not  to  fay  difagreeable  ridicule  :  but  I  will 
predict  that  your  opinions  will  be  changed 
before  you  are  three  months  older." 

Mrs.  Clermont  here  interrupted  her 
father.  "  You  have  formed  your  judg- 
ment, Sir,  upon  common  attachments, 
and  common  marriages,  and  seem  inclined 
to  think  that  there  are  no  exceptions  from 
a  general  rule." 

03  « I  have 
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"  I  have  formed  my  judgment,"  re- 
fumed  Mr.  Dudley,  "  upon  my  thorough 
knowledge  of  your  character,  and  all 
I  have  feen  of  Mr.  Clermont's ;  but  I 
perceive  my  lefture  wearies  inftead  of 
convincing  you.  I  will  therefore  conclude 
with  two  requefts.  I  would  wifh  to  give 
them  the  efficacy  of  commands.  In  the 
firft  place,  do  not  appear  to  avoid  mixing 
ia  the  focicty  of  your  neighbours,  and 
endeavour  to  engage  Mr.  Clermont  in 
amufements,  which  will  occafion  frequent 
little  abfences.  He  will  return  to  you 
with  additional  fatisfadlion,  and  your 
relifh  of  each  other's  fociety  will  be  im- 
proved, by  the  occafional  interruptions 
company  will  give.  My  fecond  requcft 
is,  that  you  will  ftudy  your  hufband's 
temper  and  character,  with  the  dcepeft 
attention  ;  in  order  that  you  may  difcover 
the  peculiar  tendency  of  thofe  errors 
and  prejudices,  from  which  the  bed  of 
us  are  not  free,  that  by  familiarizing 
them  to  your  mind,  they  may  (leal  upon 
you  in  the  diminifhed  form  of  little  im- 

perfedions. 
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perfections.  If  you  negleft  to  do  this, 
you  may  perhaps  firft  perceive  them  ac 
a  moment  when  pafiion  has  increafed 
them  beyond  their  ufual  magnitude ;  and 
your  alarmed  imagination  may  flill  further 
extend  them,  till  they  eclipfe  their  neigh- 
bouring virtues.  Befides,  a  wife's  dif- 
cretion  may  often  guard  her  hufband 
from  an  error,  by  knowing  the  peculiar 
temptation  to  which  he  is  mod  liable. 
I  have  now  done,  and  this,  my  child,  is 
the  only  legacy  I  can  bequeath  you." 

Reflections  of  the  moil  poignant  nature 
agitated  Mr.  Dudley,  as  he  fpoke  the 
laft  words.  Mrs.  Clermont,  with  difin- 
tercfted  affection,  thanked  him  for  the 
valuable  gift,  and  after  alluring  him  it 
was  all  fhe  wifhed  for,  (he  entreated  him 
to  confider  Louifa  as  his  only  child  in  the 
difpofal  of  his  fortune.  She  then  obliged 
him  to  repeat  his  promife  of  vifiting 
Stannadine  at  Chriftmas.  <c  You  will  then, 
my  dear  father/'  faid  me,  "  fee  how  I 
am  improved  by  your  precepts,  and  how 
far  I  am  a  convert  to  your  opinion,'* 
c4 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

An  attempt  at  local  description.  The  Author 
Jets  Jometbing  like  an  enchanted  cafile,  in 
which  Jhc  immures  a  fair  Arcadian. 

1  HE  afylum  which  filial  piety 
prepared  for  Mr.  Dudley,  was  liule  calcu- 
lated to  banifti  from  his  memory  the 
glowing  fertility  of  the  rropical  iflands; 
or  the  convenient  elegance,  with  which 
well-regulated  art  had  embellifhed  Stan- 
nadine.  The  mod  cnthufiaftick  imagi- 
nation could  hardly  aflbciate  paftoral 
ideas  with  the  negle&ed  wildnefs  of  Sea- 
tondell,  could  fuppofe  it  peopled  by 
Naids  and  Dryads,  or  fancy  that  Pan 
ever  awoke  its  echoes  with  his  tabor  and 
pipe,  while  Cynthia  and  her  maids  of 
honour  danced  cotillions. 

Little  did  Mr.  Alderfon  think  when  he 
bequeathed  this  eftate  to  his  grand-daugh- 
ter, as  a  fupply  for  pin-money,  that  it  would 
foon  become  her  only  permanent  pof- 

fcflion. 
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fefiion.  Much  more  improbable  would 
it  have  appeared  to  his  widow,  could  flic 
have  forcfeen,  when  on  her  death-bed  fhe 
requested  that  her  old  dairy-maid,  Mary 
Arby,  might  be  permitted  to  end  her  days 
in  the  farm-houfe,  which  fhe  had  for  many 
years  inhabited ;  that  fhe  was  providing  a 
companion  for  the  intelligent,  accom- 
plifhed  Louiia.  But  the  viciffitudcs  of 
fortune  have  often  afforded  copious 
themes  for  declamatory  aftonifhment. 

Though  Mrs.  Arby  had  anfwered  Mili 
Dudley's  inUmation  of  her  defign  of 
coming  to  refide  upon  the  farm,  with  an 
ailurance  that  me  fhould  be  proud  to 
entertain  young  madam ;  fhe  certainly 
did  not  feel  any  real  fatisfadtion  in  the 
idea,  that  fhe  was  to  be  interrupted  in  the 
pofTefllon  of  a  place,  over  which  fhe  had 
long  reigned  with  paramount  authority. 
Few  young  women  accuftomed  to  the 
elegance  of  refined  life,  would  have  been 
inclined  to  difturb  her.  The  houfe  was 
built  at  a  period  when  the  fubftantial  and 
gloomy  .  ftyle  of  architecture  was  pre- 
c  5  ferrcd 
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ferred  to  the  convenient  and  cheerful 
plan.  Before  the  front  was  placed  a  little 
fquare  garden,  furrounded  by  a  cut 
hedge,  and  fubdivided  at  right  angles  by 
an  ornamented  fence  of  yew.  Behind  the 
houfe  was  an  orchard,  terminated  by  a 
rookery,  the  trees  of  which  appeared  at 
leaft  contemporary  antiques  with  the 
dwelling  they  belonged  to.  On  the  left 
hand  lay  the  farm-yard,  and  our-houfes ; 
and  on  the  right  the  decayed  village  of 
Seatondcll,  many  of  whofc  inhabitants, 
allured  by  the  fuperior  comforts  which  a 
Jargc  manufacturing  town  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood afforded,  had  defcrtcd  their 
parental  abodes.  There  now  remained 
only  a  few  opulent  farmers,  their  labour- 
crs,  and  the  curate  of  the  parilh ; 
the  latter  of  whom,  after  enjoying 
the  mental  luxury  of  literary  con- 
vcrfation,  in  college  fociety,  during  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  had  been  confined 
for  many  years,  to  the  dry  difcuffions  of 
haughty,  illiberal  ignorance  j  and  the 

painful 
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painful  reflections  of  difappointed  hope— 
A  pitiable  but  not  uncommon  (ituation  ! 

The  arrival  of  the  Dudleys  in  a  poft- 
chaife,  was  fuch  a  novelty,  that  every 
inhabitant  of  Seatondell  ran  out  of  doors 
to  gaze  at  the  Grangers.  Mrs.  Arby, 
trembling  alike  with  infirmity  and  appre- 
henfion,  unbarred  the  maily  porch  door, 

.  and  led  them  into  an  antique  ilone  hall. 
Anxious  properly  to  perform  the  honours 
of  the  houfe,  me  attempted  to  place  Mr. 
Dudley  in  the  wicker  arm  chair,  buc 
unhappily  in  the  hurry  .of  politenefs  flung 
down  a  large  flower-pot  that  decorated 
the  open  chimney,  upon  Louifa's  clothes. 
That  amiable  girl,  poflefTed  of  the  true 
benevolence  which  can  exert  itfelf  in 
trifling  affairs,  as  well  as  upon  important 
occafions,  diverted  the  good  woman's 

.  concern  for  the  accident,  by  kind  enqui- 
ries after  her  health,  and  recollections  of 
the  early  kindnefTcs  me  had  received  from 
her,  when  {he  vifited  at  her  grand- 
mamma's in  her  childhood.  By  men- 
tioning fome  articles  of  rural  cookery,  in 
c  6  which 
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which  Mrs.  Arby  ufed  to  excel,  fhc  in  a 
great  degree  re-aflured  her  trembling 
diffidence,  and  fent  her 

«'  With  difpatchful  looks  in  hafte, 

•«  As  one  on  hofpitable  thoughts  intent," 

to  make  trial  of  her  (kill, 

Mifs  Dudley  now  addrefied  her  father, 
who  funk  in  the  arm  chair  with  his  head 
refting  upon  his  hand,  his  liftltfs,  unob- 
fcrvant  eyes  fixed  on  the  immenfe  ftonc 
window-frames,  which  fcemed  rather  to 
exclude  than  to  admit  the  day.  The 
deepening  (hades  of  evening  added  to  the 
gloomy  appearance,  and  increafed  the 
dejection  of  his  too  confcious  heart.  "  My 
dear  Sir,"  faid  Louifa,  "  I  find  this  place 
infinitely  preferable  to  what  I  expected : 
a  little  paint  and  paper  will  enliven  the 
houfc  exceedingly,  and  when  the  yew 
ornaments  are  removed  I  (hall  be  de- 
lighted with  gratifying  my  tafte  for 
flowers  in  that  neat  little  garden.  We  (hall 
find  both  health  and  amufement  in 
improving  our  farm  in  fummer,  and  in 

winter, 
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winter,  books  and  mufick  will  afford  a 
never-failing  refource  from  chagrin. 
My  dear  father,  do  refume  your  wonted 
cheerfulnefs  3  you  have  often  taught  me 
refignation,  let  not  the  preceptor  need 
inftru&ion  from  the  pupil." 

Mr.  Dudley,  after  gazing  upon  his 
daughter  for  a  few  moments  with  a  look 
of  delighted  affection,  excufed  his  want 
of  fpirits  as  arifing  from  the  fatigue 
he  felt  from  their  long  journey.  Louifa 
hoped  the  depreffion  which  fbe  alfo  fek 
might  be  afcribable  to  the  fame  caufe  j— 
they  feparated  at  an  early  hour. 

Awakened  by  the  clamour  of  the 
domeftick  poultry,  Mifs  Dudley  rofe 
with  the  fun,  and  opened  the  cafement  of 
her  chamber  window,  to  take  a  view  of 
the  adjacent  country.  Her  apartment 
fronted  the  orchard,  a  thick  autumnal 
mid  hung  upon  the  horizon,  but  had  the 
morning  been  more  favourable,  the  trees 
would  have  effectually  impeded  her 
defign ;  for  they  were  crouded  together 
with  a  profufion  which  entirely  obftructed 

the 
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the  fight  of  any  other  object.  She  fat 
down,  liftening  to  the  murmur  of  a  diftant 
rivulet,  which  by  a  natural  afibciation  of 
ideas,  recalled  to  her  memory  a  beautiful 
cafcade  at  Stann'dinc  ;  near  which  fhe 
firft  beheld  Mr.  Pclham,  when  introduced 
by  her  father  in  the  character  of  Mari- 
anne's lover.  There  are  moments  in 
which  the  firmed  fpirits  yield  to  the 
preflure  of  calamity ;  and  while  Mifs 
Dudley  recollected  the  happy  hours  fhe 
had  paired  in  the  fociety  of  that  amiable 
man,  a  tear  of  involuntary  regret,  and  a 
fpontanrous  figh,  exprcflfed  how  much 
flic  felt  the  contraft  of  her  prefcnt 
fituation. 

She  was  roufed  from  this  reverie  by 
the  found  of  footfteps  under  her  winJow, 
and  looking  out  perceived  her  father.  Mr. 
Dudley,  after  paffing  a  reftlcfs  night,  had 
left  his  apartment  with  the  hope  of 
diverting  the  reflections  he  knew  not  how 
to  endure.  His  amiable  daughter  imme- 
diately banimed  from  her  thoughts  the 
indulgence  of  her  own  peculiar  forrow, 

and 
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and  lifting  her  beautiful  eyes  to  heaven, 
with  meek  folicitude  implored  the  bene- 
ficent Author  of  Creation  to  afiift  her 
endeavours  to  reftore  tranquillity  and  felf- 
fatisfaction  to  one  of  the  worthieft  of 
human  hearts. 

To  give  efficacy  to  her  prayers,  and  to 
confirm  her  exalted  principles  by  calling 
them  into  action,  (he  immediately  joined 
her  father,  and  with  the  winning  fweet- 
nefs  of  which  (he  was  abfolute  miftrefs, 
imperceptibly  detached  his  thoughts  from 
brooding  upon  irremediable  mibfortunes. 
She  perfuadcd  him  to  walk  round  her 
little  demefne,  and,  with  unfeigned  tranf- 
port,  at  length  fucceeded  in  reviving  in 
his  mind  that  paflion  for  agricultural 
improvement  to  which  he  was  naturally 
inclined.  A  party  of  labourers  were  foon 
lee  to  work,  to  prepare  the  ground  for 
plantations,  which  were  to  be  fo  difpofed, 
that  ornament  might  unite  with  utility. 
Others  were  employed  in  clearing  fome 
wafte  land  which  could  ufefully  be  con- 
verted into  arable.  A  third  fet  were 

occupied 
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occupied  in  cleaning  a  large  fifh-pond, 
which  through  neglccl  had  been  nearly 
filled  with  earth,  by  which  effort  of 
induftry  Mr.  Dudley  propofed  a  double 
advantage  of  draining  a  morafs  and  fur- 
nifhing  his  table  with  an  agreeable  luxury. 
The  orchard  and  garden  underwent  a 
complete  metamorphofis,  about  two-thirds 
of  the  trees  in  the  former  were  felled, 
and  thus  the  cheerful  rays  of  the  fun  were 
permitted  to  break  in  upon  the  green 
mouldering  walls  of  the  old  manfion. 
The  dipt  hedge  was  in  part  removed, 
and  a  neat  green  paling  fubftituted  in  its 
place,  and  the  ornamental  yew  pillars 
were  completely  annihilated,  to  make 
room  for  a  plantation  of  odoriferous 
fhrubs.  Thefe  alterations  involved  the 
Dudleys  in  fomc  ferious  difputes  with 
Mrs.  Arby,  who  feeling  all  the  local 
attachments  age  is  apt  to  indulge,  con- 
fidered  every  object  with  which  (he  had 
long  been  familiar,  with  a  fort  of  facred 
regard.  Even  the  gloom  and  damp 
which  had  hung  for  many  years  upon  her 

reGdencc, 
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refidence,  fremed  in  her  eyes  a  perfection, 
the  Jofs  of  which  nothing  new  could  fupply. 
Doubtlefs  all  the  antiquated  Dryads 
of  Seatondell,  if  any  fuch  there  were, 
joined  with  Mrs.  Arby  in  her  regret ',  but 
amidft  the  general  dcvaftation,  a  large 
White  Rofe,  which  entirely  overihadowed 
the  dairy- window,  was  preferved  with 
mod  religious  care.  A  tender  fentimeric 
was  united  to  the  uncommon  beauty  and 
fertility  of  the  plant  to  preferve  it  from 
deflruction,  for  it  had  been  fet  by  Mrs. 
Dudley  in  her  childhood.  Her  affec- 
tionate and  grateful  daughter,  while  (he 
cleared  it  of  its  decaying  branches,  and 
with  pious  affiduity  decorated  the  fod 
from  whence  it  grew  with 

if  The  rathe  Primrofe  that  forfaken  dies, 
"  The  glowing  Violet, 

"  With  Cowflips  wan,  that  hang  the  penfive  head, 
"  And  ev'ry  flower  ihat  fad  embroidery  wears ;" 
MILTON'S  LYCIDAS: 

fhdulged  the  pleafing  melancholy  which 
a  departed  friend  imprefTes  upon  the 
memory,  when  time  has  foftened  the 

agonies 
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•lies   of    gncf    into   mild   regret  and 

'.s    rtfignation.        The    approach     of 

winter  had  .already    begun     to    ftrip  the 

branches  of  the  rofe-bufh  of  their  verdant 

ours  i     and    Mifs    Dudley's  thughts 

were    naturally    led    from  the   ravages  of 

the  feafon,  to  recollect  the  more  terrible 

devaluations    of  death.     Her   melancholy 

mufc  cxprefled  this  idea  in  the  following 

clcgiack  fonnct : 


TO    A 

ROSE    BUSH, 

PLANTED    BT    A    DECEASED    FRIEND. 

RobM  in  the  mantle  of  luxuriant  fpring, 

To  thce  the  village-nymphs  forchaplets  fue, 
O'er  thee  the  Bee  extends  his  filmy  wing, 

Inhales  thy  fweett,  and  drinks  thy  neclar'd  dew  : 
From  his  high  throne  the  flaming  lord  of  day 

Pours  on  thy  burning  germs  his  fervid  pow'r, 
While  zephyr,  pleas'd  among  thy  leaves  to  play, 

Cafts  thy  foft  fragrance  on  each  meaner  flo.>'r  ; 
Toy  foliage  (hall  again  (alute  the  ikies, 

Thou  (halt  not  languim  long  in  winter's  gloom  : 
But  lifelef-,  dill  thy  honor'd  planter  lies, 

The  beams  of  Cummer  cannot  pierce  the  tomb  : 
Man,  lord  of  all,  beneath  the  reign  of  ti.uc, 

Awaits  perfection  in  a  nobler  clime. 
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CHAP.  XX V, 

Proving,  that  the  creative  fower  of  the 
imagination  may  be  employed  in  producing 
pleajurc  as  well  as  fain. 

I  HE  fuperior  excellence  with  which 
Mifs  Dudley  adorned  retirement,  was  noc 
wholly  confined  to  the  duties  of  a 
daughter ;  her  heart  glowed  with  the 
pureft  flame  of  benevolence,  nor  could 
difapointment  obfcure,  nor  diftrefs  ab- 
forb  the  facred  radiance.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  Seatondell  certainly  prefentcd 
no  very  alluring  qualities  to  a  polifhed 
mind  ;  but  my  heroine  confidering  them 
in  the  light  of  fellow-creatures,  difcovered 
in  the  common  nature  me  fhared  with 
them,  an  unalienable  claim  upon  her  to 
difcharge  all  the  focial  and  charitable 
offices,  which  dependent  and  accountable 
man  from  "brother  man  requires."  She 
was  not  rcftraincd  by  obferving  that 
prejudice,  malevolence,  and  calumny- 
prevailed 
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prevailed  even  in  this  obfcure  retrearr 
She  confidered  thefe  hateful  paffions  a* 
the  natural  charadlerifticks  of  an  ignorant 
rnind  and  an  unbridled  temper,  and  fhe 
even  conceived  it  poffible  to  counteract 
their  baleful  effccls,  by  exhibiting  the 
contrary  virtues  in  the  mod  amiable  point 
of  view.-  This  hope  was  too  romantick 
to  be  the  chief  motive  which  regulated 
her  conduct,  for  (he  principally  looked 
forward  to  the  approbation  of  her  own 
confcience,  whofc  filent  voice  can  beft 
appreciate  the  effects  of  external  circum* 
fiances. 

By  the  moft  engaging"'  affability  of 
look  and  manner,  Louffa  conquered  tl.e 
diflike  her  wealthy  neighbours  had  con- 
ceived againft  her,  and  induced  them  to 
vifit  the  "  fine  lady,"  who  was  at  firft 
equally  the  object  of  their  ridicule  and 
abhorrence.  My  poor  heroine  foon  per- 
ceived, that  it  would  be  a  vain  attempt 
to  difcufs  any  of  the  topicks  of  conver- 
fation  of  which  fhe  was  miftrefs,  and 
prudently  affuming  tht  learner,  permitted 

her 
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her  vifuants  to  lead  the  difcourfe,  and 
endeavoured  to  improve  herielf  in  the 
knowledge  of  local  politicks,  and  rural 
oeconomy.  The  matrons  were  all  charmed 
by  this  modeft  humility;  and  the  fair 
ruftick  belles  perceiving  nothing  intimi- 
dating or  haughty  in  her  manner,  endea- 
voured to  acquire  fome  hints  refpedting 
drefs  and  behaviour,  from  the  graceful 
ftranger;  and  almoft  forgot  their  firfl 
idea,  that  (he  was  come  on  purpofe  to 
ridicule  and  eclipfe  them. 

Though  Mifs  Dudley,  inftead  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  her  well  meaning  defign,  of 
healing  the  village  animofuies,  was  forced 
to  liften  to  many  a  dull  detail  of  wrongs 
and  infulcs ;  yet  (he  derived  confiderable 
advantages  from  the  occafional  facrifice 
of  an  afternoon.  She  more  clearly  knew 
the  value  of  candour  and  placability,  by 
perceiving  how  neceflfary  they  were  to 
tranquillity  and  felf-fatisfadtion.  From 
a  tedious  uninterefting  converfation  (he 
returned  with  double  avidity  to  her  fa- 
vourite amufementSi  her  books,  her 

needle, 
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needle,    her    mufick,     her    garden,     the 
focicty  of  her  beloved  father,    and  tnofe 
adlivc    exertions  of  charity    from   which 
her  limited  purfe  could  not  wholly  reftrain 
her.     Accuftomed    to  ceconomick   atten- 
tions,   (he  knew    how    to    hufband   her 
bounty,  and  by  adding  to  it  her  perfonal 
ferviccs  to  render  a  trifle  valuable.     She 
vifitcd  the  fick,    confoled  the    afflicted, 
inftrudted    the    ignoranr,     and    reproved 
the  idle.     She  founded  a  village-fchool, 
infpefted  its  management,  and  diftributed 
its  rewards.     She  was  not  difcouraged  by 
the    murmurs    of  caprice,    miftake,    or 
ingratitude,  though  they  often  interrupted 
her    benevolent    plans ;     for    while   her 
heart  bore  tcftimony  to  the  rectitude  of 
her  intentions,  it  taught  her  to  look  for 
her  reward  in  an  approbation  tranfcend- 
cntly   fuperior  to   the  changeful  plaudits 
of  variable  man. 

No  part  of  her  conduct  appeared  more 
deferving  of  imitation  than  her  behaviour 
to  Mr.  Waldon,  the  unfortunate  Clergy- 
man whom  I  before  mentioned.  He  had 

long 


A    GOSSIP'S    STORY.  63 

long  been  expofed  to  the  fupercilious 
neglect  of  oftentatious  wealth,  or  the 
rude  infults  of  conceited  ignorance. 
Deprefied  by  poverty,  perplexed  by  the 
care  of  providing  for  a  numerous  family, 
and  haraffed  by  the  unpleafant  temper  of 
his  wife  ;  his  mind  funk  under  the  preffure 
of  thefe  accumulated  evils,  which  his  edu- 
cation had  taught  htm  to  feel  -,  and  though 
he  continued  faithfully  to  difcharge  his 
minifterial  duties,  he  performed  them 
with  the  mortified  air  of  a  felf-denying 
anchorite,  inftead  of  the  cheerful  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  the  chriftian  paftor. 

The  Dudleys  at  their  firft  arrval  at 
Seatondell,  conceived  for  him  all  the 
refpeft  his  character  and  facred  function 
deferved,  and  treated  him  with  the  moft 
marked  civility.  Flattered  by  an  attention 
to  which  he  had  been  fo  little  ufed,  he 
endeavoured  to  revive  his  dejected  fpirits, 
and  to  recollect  thofe  agreeable  talents 
which  had  lain  buried  in  oblivion.  His 
attachment  to  thofe  who  had  recalled  him 
to  the  fenfe  of  pleafure  was  extreme,  and 
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his  eager  enjoyment  cf  the  long  denied 
luxury  of  literary  converfauon  led  him 
frequently  to  their  houfc  ;  where,  folicitous 
to  exhibit  his  mental  acquirements,  he 
anxioufly  fought  to  engage  Mr.  Dudley 
or  his  daughter  upon  ibme  ingenious 
topick  of  difcourfe.  They  were  too  can- 
did to  call  this  conduft  by  the  harm 
terms  of  intrufion  or  pedantry.  Louifa 
felt  happy  at  being  able  to  give  him  a 
moment's  refpite  from  chagrin.  Far  from 
indulgiag  a  jeft  at  the  expence  of  his 
quaint  ruftichy,  or  fcholaftick  expreffions; 
they  excuftd  his  failings,  pitied  his  mif- 
fortunes,  and  efteemed  his  virtues. 

Nor  was  Mrs.  Arby  exempt  from  the 
mild  influence  of  Louifa's  excellencies. 
Happily  blending  the  miftrefs  with  the 
friend,  and  kindly  allowing  for  the  pctr- 
lance  and  prejudice  of  age,  (he  foon 
taught  the  old  woman  to  confider  the 
once  dreaded  arrival  of  her  young  lady 
as  the  grcateft  blefling  me  had  known  ; 
and  to  join  in  the  general  applaufe,  which 
in  fpitc  of  a  few  malevolent  detra&crs 

was 
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was  bellowed  upon  fuch  exemplary  con- 
dud. 

Thus  increaling  the  happinefs  of  all 
around  her,  was  it  pofiible  for  Mifs  Dud- 
ley to  be  wretched  ?  Could  a  liberal, 
reflecting  mind  avoid  partaking  of  the 
felicity  it.  imparted  ;  or,  at  leaft,  enjoying 
the  pure  fatisfaction  arifing  from  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  having  afted  right?  Yet- 
fomedmes,  when  alone,  a  tear  would 
fleal  down  her  cheek.  It  was  not  called 
forth  by  recollecting  the  fplendid  eftablifh- 
ment  Sir  William  Milton  had  once  offered, 
for  that  fhe  had  refigned  without  the  leaft 
reluctance  5  but  alas  !  Mr.  Pelham  was 
not  quite  forgotten,  and  his  agreeable 
character  appeared  to  greater  advantage, 
when  contracted  with  the  fociety  in  which 
fhe  now  fuppoibd  herfelf  deftined  to  fpend 
her  future  life.  Filial  piety,,  fortitude, 
and  female  delicacy  united  to  reftrain 
the  unavailing  regret,  and  fhe  never  met 
her  father  but  with  a  fmile  indicative  of 
the  mod  heartfelt  fatisfaction. 

VOL.  ii.  D  Mr. 
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Mr.  Dudley  was  almoft  perfuaded  that 
the  ruin  of  his  daughter's  fortune  had 
not  materially  affefted  her  ruppinefs,  and 
the  thought  was  a  cordial  to  his  deprctfed 
fpirits.  He  looked  forward  indeed  to 
Chriftmas  with  anxiety,  becaufe  he  intend- 
ed, while  Louifa  Was  with  her  fi(K-r,  to  take 
a  journey  to  London,  and  endeavour  to  col- 
left  the  fcattered  remains  of  his  fortune. 
Jn  the  mean  time  the  hours  did  not  paft  un- 
comfortably away.  The  unufual  mildncfs 
and  ferenity  of  the  weather  proved  favour- 
able to  their  rural  occupations.  The  morn- 
ings were  generally  fpent  in  the  field,  and 
the  evenings  enlivened  by  the  perufal  of 
fome  approved  author.  Our  immortal 
Shakefpear  held  a  diftinguifhtd  place 
arnongft  them,  and  it  is  probable  it  was  his 
animated  dcfcription  of  a  winter,  fimilarly 
beattiful,  which  fuggefled  to  Mils  Dudley 
the  following  addrefs  to  the  one  (he  fpent 
at  Scatondell. 


SONNET 
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SONNET 


Be  crown'd  with  flow'rs,  gay  winter.    From  thy  wing 
Shake  the  round- moulded  hail  and  flaky  fnow, 
Bid  from  Aquarius'  urn  foft  ftreamlets  flow, 

And  Pifces  wanton  in  the  warmth  of  fpring : 

Say  to  the  fhiv'ring  Twins,  no  longer  bring 
Your  tulips  copy'd  from  th'  aerial  bow, 
Or  paint  the  Rofeat  bod.     Let  tempefts  blow, 

And  o'er  the  won'd/ing  world  my  mantle  fling: 
For  ftill  with  Oberon  Titaniajars, 
And  ilill  thefullen  Queen  indignant  flies, 

While  Eifia  fquadrons  who  before  thefe  wars 
Led  the  fuccefiive  feafons  down  the  ikies, 

Their  charge  deferdngfupplicate  the  itars 
To  heal  the  ills  that  from  contention  rife. 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

*The  dawn  of  Connubial  Felicity ,  with  a  'word 
or  two  on  the  fleafure  of  tormenting. 

JViY  two  preceding  chapters  were 
peculiarly  adapted  to  thofe  who  feel  the 
inconveniences  arifing  from  depreflfed 
circumftances,  a  difagreeable  fituation,  or 
an  unpleafant  neighbourhood.  It  Teemed 
a  hum  ane  office  to  point  out  to  them  in- 
B  2  dependent 
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dependent, amufements,  and  comforts  ab- 
folutely  beyond  the  power  of  fortune.  I 
now  addrefs  to  the  favourites  of  the  fickle 
Goddcfsa  few  intimations,  that  they  fliould 
receive  her  bounty  with  gratitude,  and 
life  it  with  moderation  \  frequently  com- 
paring their  fuuation  with  that  of  their 
neighbours,  in  order  to  induce  them  to 
meet  with  fortitude  the  little  evils  from 
which  even  the  happieft  human  beings 
cannot  be  exempt.  With  fortitude,  did 
I  fay  f  I  want  a  term  implying  the  mod 
cheerful  acquiefcence  j  for  confidering  the 
calamities  to  which  our  nature  is  fubjecl, 
the  trivial  vexations  of  life  are  beneath 
our  regard. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont  was  left  in  the  full  pofleffion  of  all 
the  bleflings  the  moft  flattering  imagina- 
tion can  conceive.  No  fooner  had  her 
father  and  fitter  left  Stannadine,  than  the 
happy  pair  agreed  to  devote  one  fortnight 
to  the  uninterrupted  pleafure  of  each  other's 
fociety.  The  congratulatory  cards  were 
therefore  anfwerecl,  with  a  hint  that  they 

did 
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did  not  at  prefent  receive  company,  and 
an  invitation  to  go  and  fpend  a  week  at: 
the  Park  was  refpectfully  deferred. 

For  the  honour  of  wedded  love,  it  (hall 
be  mentioned,  that  they  perfevered'in  this 
refolution,  though  candour  compels  me  to 
acknowledge,  that  before  the  expiration  of 
that  time  the  hours  moved  upon  leaden 
pinions.  As  every  adventitious  aid  to 
convention  was  rejected  by  mutual  agree- 
ment, the  invincible  power  and  eternal  du- 
rability of  Love,  though  illuftrated  by  their 
own  example,  fcerned,  after  frequent  re* 
petition,  but  a  vapid  topick.  Mr.  Clermont 
wich  fome  degree  of  pleafure  recolleded 
the  amufement  his  pencil  afforded,  and  his 
fair  bride  was  more  than  once  tempted  to 
look  over  her  nuptial  ornaments,  and  to 
appropriate  her  feveral  dreffes  to  different 
occafions  of  grand  difplay. 

Meanwhile  Lady  Clermont,  who  had 
reluctantly  left  a  very  "  high-Hired  party" 
at  Brighthtlmftone  to  be  prefent  at  her 
fon's  nuptial,  was  dreadfully  -chagrined  to 
be  detained  with  her  Lord  fo-r  a  longer 
D  3  period 
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period  than  (he  at  fir  ft  propcfed,  and  finc.c 
decorum  would  not  permit  her  to  leave  the 
country  till  the  intended  vifit  was  over, 
Ihe  determined  that  her  new  daughter 
fhould  deeply  feel  the  mortification  of 
which  (he  had  been  the  caufe.  It  was  not 
difficult  for  her  Ladyfhip  to  endeavour  to 
perfuade  herfelf  todiflike  a  young  woman, 
pofleficd  of  beauty,  fweetnefs,  and  ele- 
gance ;  it  was  a  character  to  which  fne 
could  form  no  pretcnfion,  and  naturally 
hated,  becaufe  it  eclipfed  her  own.  She 
received  the  bride  with  the  hauteur  pf 
affected  fuperioriryj  her  plebeian  rank  was 
,  confidcred  by  the  high-born  Lady  Clcr- 
mont  as  an  indelible  difgrace ;  and  her 
ignorance  of  the  faflidious  niceties  c-f 
etiquette  which  the  great  world  requires, 
afforded  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  raillery, 
for  one  who  .had  long  confidered  fuch 
knowledge  to  be  the  compendium  of  va- 
luable fcience. 

Mrs.  Clermont  had  been  accuftoivrJ 
from  her  earlirft  infancy  to  unremitting 
tendcrnefs,  and  (he  was  by  nature  peculiarly 

fufceptible 
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fufceptible  of  unkind  treatment;  it  therefore 
cannot  be  wonderful  that  the  diflike  be- 
tween the  mother  and  daughter  was  re- 
ciprocal. But  her  lady  (hip's  temper  was 
too  violent  to  permit  her  to  confine  her's 
to  her  own  bofom.  She  nurfed  the  de- 
teftable  defign  of  rendering  her  lefs  amiable 
in  the  eyes  of  her-impaffioned  hufbandj 
and  unreftrained  by  the  ftrong  impatience 
vifiblejn  his  countenance,  whenever  the 
idol  of.  his  foul  was  fpoken  of  in  terms 
fhort  of  admiration,  (he  continued  to 
point  the  mou  mortifying  farcafms  .ag;:un{l 
romantick  attachments  and  firft  icrtpref-  ' 
iions,  mixing  her  obfer.vatipns  witli  thofe 
faint  commendations  of  Marianne's,  beapjy 
and  -  fimplicity,  .which  might  ,almofl  be 
termed  implied  cenfures. 

.  Mr.  Clcrmpnt's  behaviour  to  his  mother 
had  always  beendiftingui(hed  by  rc:fpe61;fvl 
atcention,  in  part  arifmg  from  gratitude  fpr 
the, marked  preference  fne  had  (hewn  to 
^hitn,  and  in  part  from  pity  at  witnefling  the 
unkind  neglecl:  ihe  experience<d  from  his 
father,  and  which  had  greatly  contributed 
D  4  to 
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to  four  a  temper  naturally  unnmiable. 
But  his  deference  as  a  Ton  was  now  put 
to  a  fevere  trial,  and  could  fcarcely  refift 
the  ftronger  feelings  of  offended  love. 

One  day,  after  having  been  particu- 
larly piqued  by  his  mother's  invidious 
obfervations,  he  haftily  retired  to  his 
wife's  apartments,  to  lofe  the  painful 
recollection,  in  her  engaging  fweetnels. 
He  found  her  in  tears.  The  tears  of" 
beauty  are  interefting;  its  diftrcfies  infpire 
the  heart  with  the  warmed  refentment; 
and  Mr.  Clermont  had  infinitely  more  of 
the  knight-errant  in  his  character  than 
generally  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  hufband. 
He  conjured  her  to  difclofe  the  caufe ; 
his  tender  folicitude,  while  it  gave  her 
heart  the  livelieft  plcafure,  conliderably 
increafed  her  tears;  for  Mrs.  Clermont 
had  not  yet  adopted  her  father's  advice, 
of  afpiring  to  that  more  exalted  part  of 
our  fcx's  character,  which  teaches  us  to 
(hare  in  the  forrows  of  our  hufbands 
with  magnanimity,  and  to  teach  them 
fortitude  by  our  unobtrufive  patience. 

She 
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She  was  the  "  feeble  vine,"  always  cling- 
ing for  fupport  to  "  her  wedded  elm." 

Sobbing  with  diftrefs,  which  feemed 
rather  to  proceed  from  weaknefs  than 
from  any  real  affliction,  fhe  at  length 
anfwered  his  importunities,  by  confefiing 
that  her  tears  proceeded  from  lady  Ckr- 
niont's  unkind  behaviour.  But  when  fhe 
found  that  fhe  had  excited  a  temped 
which  all  her  fkill  could  not  allay,  me 
deeply  regretted  the  imprudent  difcovery. 
Mr.  Clermont  burft  from  her  in  a  rage 
and  haftened  to  his  mother.  A  mod 
violent  altercation  enfued  between  them, 
in  which  they  mutually  feemed  to  forget 
what  was  due  to  the  facred  ties  of  blood. 
Lord  Clermont's  authority,  and  the  gentle 
mediation  of  his  daughter,  produced  ah 
apparent  reconciliation  3  but  the  feeds  of 
difgufl  were  deeply  fown,  and  in  their 
final  effect  were  ruinous  to  Mr.  Clermont's 
peace. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  vifit, 
her  Ladyfhip  behaved  to  the  bride  with 
ceremonious  coolnefs  and  affected  refpe<Sfe. 
DS  This 
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This  behaviour,  though  lefs  reprehenfiblc 
than  the  former,  was  equally  painful  to  a 
candid  ingenuous  mind.  Marianne  deeply 
reflected  upon  the  preceding  events,  and 
though  there  was  nothing  in  her  hufband's 
behaviour  which  could  be  conftrued  into 
an  implied  cenfure  upon  her  conduct ; 
her  confcious  heart  told  her  ic  had  not 
been  worthy  his  efteem.  She  had  been 
apprized  of  Lady  Clermont^  bad  temper, 
and  the  little  influence  (he  poffefled-  in 
her  family  was  publickly  known.  It  was 
abfurd  to  efcpect  to  be  exempt  from  the 
general  influence  of  conilitntional  ill 
humour,  and  cruel  to  degrade  and  expofe 
an  unhappy  woman,  who  already  laboured 
under  the  fevere  affliction  of  a  hufband's 
contempr. 

On  dilcovering  her  paft  indifcretion, 
Mrs.  Clermont  fell  into  an  error  not 
uncommon  to  a  generous  fufceptiblc 
heart.  Prompted  by  a  keen  fenfe  of  her 
fault,  (he  determined  to  apply  to  Lady 
Clcrmont  for  forgivencfsj  and  had  the 
i  application  been  made  with  prudence,  or 

had 
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had  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  addrefled, 
poffefled  but  half  the  generofuy  of  her- 
felf,  the  moft  happy  effects  might ^ have 
been  produced.  .But  in  the  letter  fhe 
wrote,  (for  fhe  had  not  courage  to  name 
her  offence  in  converfation,)  fhe  propor- 
tioned her  conceffions,  rather  to  the  acute- 
nefs  of  her  own  feelings,  than  to  the 
enormity  of  the  fault,  which  was  in  reality 
nothing  more  than  an  irritable  fenfe  of 
undeferved  provocations.  This  letter 
afforded  the  malevolent  Lady  Clermont 
the  livelieft  fatisfaclion.  It  convinced 
her  of  her  power  to  diftrefs  a  placable 
fufceptible  rnind,  and  fhe  preferved  it 
with  care  to  be  produced  as  an  imcon- 
trovertible  evidence,  againft  her  daughter, 
on  any  future  occafion.  Her  reply  was 
dictated  by  great  apparent  kindnefs  and 
oltentatious  urbanity, 
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CHAP.  XXVII. 

A  fete  cbamfetre.      Exceffive  tendernefs  is 
fometimes  troublefome. 

&OON  after  the  Clermonts  returned 
to  Stannadine,  the  congratulatory  vifitings 
commenced.  Our  fociety  was  un- 
ufually  animated,  by  the  exhilarating 
entertainment  of  anecdote  and  obfervation 
which  this  circumflance  fupplied.  As 
I  have  already  anticipated  the  general 
conclufions,  and  hate  repetitions,  I  fhall 
haften  to  the  defcription  of  a  grand  fete 
given  by  Mr.  Clermont,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Danbury  ;  for,  in  compliance 
with  his  father's  wifhes,  he  had  formed 
a  parliamentary  defign  upon  our  ancient 
refpcdlable  borough. 

The  entertainment  confifted  of  a  ball 
and  fupper,  given  in  the  gardens;  in 
which  fuch  of  the  company  who  chofe 
might  appear  in  an  afiumed  character. 
The  bride  arranged  the  plan  of  the  enter- 
tainment, 
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tainment,  and  perhaps  felc  a  fecret  plea- 
fure,  that  the  fuperior  elegance  of  her 
tafte  had  now  an  opportunity  of  publickly 
difplaying  itfelf.  Every  ornament  was 
perfectly  rural,  and  the  whole  proceedings 
were  adjufted  with  paftoral  fimplicity. 
In  the  attire  of  Calypfo  fhe  prefided  as 
miftrefs  of  the  feaft,  and  welcomed  her 
guefts  to  her  bower  with  an  air  of  inimi- 
table fweetnefs.  Her  Ulyfies  hung  with 
enamoured  eyes  upon  his  fair  enchantrefs, 
and  forgot  his  father's  fenatorial  projects  : 
unlike  his  old  archetype,  who  only  re- 
membered Ithaca,  even  when  firft  infa- 
tuated by  the  Queen  of  Ogygia. 

The  company  afforded  a  great  difplay 
of  character,  but  not  all  ftrictly  claflical. 
Captain  Target,  with  his  head  drefled 
a  la  Pigeon,  a  chapeau  under  his  arm, 
and  a  fword,  exhibited  a  tolerable  modern 
Mars.  Mifs  Cardamum  happily  returned 
from  Scarborough  in  time  for  this  fefti- 
vity,  rich  in  polite  anecdote,  and  gaily 
decorated  by  fafhion.  She  treated  us 
with  a  very  lively  Diana,  in  a  pink  farfenet 

jacket: 
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jacket :  while  Mifs  Dolly  Medium  dif- 
played  as  happy  an  imitation  of  Venus, 
in  a  white  frock  altered  into  a  Grecian 
fymar  for  the.occafion.  For  my  own 
parr,  I  was  contented  with  the  fimple, 
unambitious  character  of  a  fliepherdefs, 
and  put  myfelf  to  no  further  expence 
than  a  few  blue  ribbands,  with  which  I 
metamorphofed-  my  walking  cane  into  a 
crook. 

I  thought  the  evening  extremely  agree- 
able, and  returned  home  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  ;  but  my  unfortunate  facility  in  being 
pleafed,  expofcs  me  to  many  inconveni- 
ences, and  frequently  obliges  me  to 
retract  the  applaufe  which  is  contro- 
verted by  better  judges.  It  was  deter- 
mined in  full  confiftory,  that  the  lights 
were  ill  difpofcd,  the  ornaments  childifh, 
the  refrelhments  parfimonioufly  fupplied, 
and  the  bride  and  bridegroom  vifibly  too 
much  attached  to  each  other,  to  pay  pro- 
per attention  to  their  friends.  But  what 
was  moft  lamentable,  fo  little  regard  had 
been  paid  to  proper  arrangement,  with 

refpeft 
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refptft'to  the  dancers,  that  the  Captain 
and  Mifs  Dolly  were  placed  below  Mr. 
Inkle  and  Mils  Alibut,  the  common 
brewer's  daughter.  This  might  indeed 
be  the  effect  of  chance,  but  iuch  mif- 
fortunes  muft  be  expected  from  the 
heterogeneous  mixture  jumbled  together 
on  this  occalion.  It  was  undoubtedly  an 
infult  to  the  Danbury  patricians,  to  invite 
them  on  the  lame  evening  with  their 
plebeian  neighbours,  and  a  breach  of  the 
etiquette,  their  prefent,  member,  Lord 
Grimbly  always  obfervcd.  As  the  Cler- 
monts  were  young  people,  it  certainly 
proceeded  from  ignorance,  but  then  a 
friendly  hint  (hould  be  given,  that  fuch 
improprieties  may  be  avoided  in  future. 

As  thefe  obfervations  were  not  whifper- 
ed  in  clofets,  they  were  detailed  to  Mrs. 
Patty,  when  ihe  paid  an  extraordinary 
vif>t  to  Mils  Lappei's  in  order  to  learn 
what  was  laid  of  the  entertainment.  As, 
in  the  oppinion  of  the  faiguine  Abigail, 
it  had  been  a  complete  piece  of  perfection 
(he  had  anticipated  the  high  encomiums 

which 
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which  would  be  palled  upon  Kir  Jady; 
and  by  implication  upon  herfclf,  as  a 
mod  able  afliftant  in  producing  the  happy 
tflftft.  Judge  then  of  her  aflonifhment 
to  find  it  had  been  voted  an  abfolute  bore. 
Mrs.  Patty's  tongue  was  not  deficient  in 
the  grace  of  volubility,  and  (he  certainly 
poured  upon  the  calumniators  a  torrent 
of  what  might  be  termed  retributive 
abufc  i  but  when  we  expect  a  penegyrick 
upon  curfelves,  to  meet  only  an  opportu- 
nity of  abufmg  others,  is  certainly  a  mor- 
tification. I  can  compare  it  to  nothing 
but  what  a  Roman  general  muft  feel 
who  was  only  permitted  an  ovation,  when 
he  expected  a  triumph. 

Patty's  anger  was  too  violent  to  eva- 
porate in  defamation  at  Mifs  LappePs 
and  me  fcizcd  the  firft  opportunity  to 
inform  her  lady  what  her  enemies  faid  of 
her.  Whenever  my  fair  readers  arc 
threatened  with  a  fimilar  communication, 
I  will  entreat  them,  for  the  fake  of  their 
future  peace  of  mind,  to  reprefs  the  im- 
prudence of  rifing  curiofity,  and  to  filcnce 

the 
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the  injudicious  or  perhaps  malevolent 
informer.  Mrs.  Clermonc  did  not  exert 
this  ufeful  felf-command,  and  Patty  was 
too  fond  of  ufing  the  acid  in  her  mental 
ftimulants  to  adhere  rigidly  to  truth. 
She  aggravated  therefore  the  aggravations 
which  Mifs  Lappel,  through  her  ipdig- 
nation  at  the  ill  ufage  of  fo  good  a 
cuftomer,  had  already  fupplied ;  and  thus 
the  Danbury  critique  upon  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont's  fece  champecre  became  at  laft 
a  moft  highly  coloured  lampoon  5  capable 
of  agitating  a  firmer  mind  than  the  fair 
entertainer  pofleffed.  How  extremely 
hard  it  was  to  be  difappointed,  in  her 
firft  attempt  at  gaining  popularity  !  To 
be  fo  unexpectedly  difappointed  too,  ren- 
dered it  ftill  more  provoking  ;  for  every 
one  of  her  guefts  had  declared  themfelves 
quite  enchanted  during  the  whole  evening. 
One  fatisfaction  ftill  remained, — the  fym- 
pathy  of  an  affectionate  hufband.  She 
had  made  the  entertainment  on  purpofe 
to  oblige  him,  and  doubdefs  he  would 
warmly  efpoufe  her  caufe  againft  a  male- 

.  •  volent 
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volent   wid.     Her  quarrel   indeed  was 
-  only  wiih  a  very  ftnall  part  of  the  univerfe; 
but  injured  \  eoplc  are  fond  of  ufing  inde- 
finite terms. 

It  was  at  an  inaufpicious  moment  that 
Mari.  nne  .flew  to  imi.arc  to  her  dear 
protc&or  the  cruel  injuries  (he  had  re* 
ceived.  Mr.  Clcrmont  haJ  employed 
the  whole  morning  in  attempting  to 
{ketch  a  Jikencfs  of  the  fweet  Calypfo, 
who  had  fo  cochznted  him  a  few  evenings 
before.  After  m.my  unfuccr  fsful  attempts, 
he  at  l?k it.  executed  a  very  promifing.out- 
,line;  but  whiift  he  was  bending  over 
it,  with  the  mingled  exultation  of  "an 
arrift  and  a  lover,  a  favotjrite  fpanicl 
rufhed  into  the  room,  and  in  its  ecftafy 
at  the  fight  of  his  jnafter,  leaped  upon 
the  pallet,  and  entirely  obliterated  the 
unfortunate  performance. 

Mr.   Clermont    had    ever    borne    his 

rr's     peremptory    behaviour    and   his 

mother's    caprice    wi;h    fubmiflion    and 

ce.       But     the    mardatrs   of    his 

Lorfhip,  iilued   in  the  compulfatory  tone 

of 
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of  a  defpotick  monarch,  and  received 
with  filent  awe,  were  not  calculated  to 
eradicate  any  evil  propenfity,  nor  to 
inculcate  any  generous  virtue.  Fortu- 
nately his  fon  had  received  from  nature 
an  amiable,  affectionate  difpofition;  and 
his  uncorrupted  mind,  elevated  by  a 
fertile  imagination,  and  the  ftrong  enthu- 
fiafm  of  early  youth,  gave  a  romantlck, 
but  engaging  turn  to  his  character.  From 
nature  too  he  received  as  foils  to  his 
virtues^  impetuous  pafllons,  and  .  vehe- 
mence of  temper;  and  thefe  errors  no 
paternal  frecept  taught  him  to  fubdue ; 
nor  did  the  yet  furer  rule  of  paternal 
example  inculcate  the  important  duty  of 
felf- command.  The  refiraint  which  the 
prefence  of  his  parents  impofed  was  tem- 
porary, and  his  violence  was  dill  more 
apparent  when  that  curb  was  removed. 

On  opening  the  door  of  the  library, 
Mrs.  Clermont  furprized  her  hufband  in 
the  fir  ft  paroxyfms  of  anger;  correcting 
the  trembling  dog.  Though  her  prefence 
had  always  uicd  to  harmonize  his  foul 

it 
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it  rather  added  to  his  vexation  on  this 
cccafion.  He  wifhed  to  have  concealed 
from  i4is  Marianne  every  dcfcft  in  his 
own  difpofuion.  He  felt  the  refentment 
which  rifts  in  the  mind  of  perfons  con- 
fcious  of  error ;  a  refentment  at  firft 
extremely  apt  to  fall  upon  thofe  who 
happen  to  witnefs  the  fault,  inftead  of 
pointing  the  reproof  to  their  own  bofoms. 
To  her  terrified  enquiries  as  to  the  caufe 
of  his  violence,  he  remained  for  fomc 
time  filent,  and  at  laft  complained  that  (he 
had  interrupted  him,  when  he  was  mod 
particularly  engaged.  Mrs.  Clermont 
immediately  withdrew.  Her  fpirits  had 
been  previoufly  agitated  by  Patty's  gof- 
fiping  communications;  this  was  the  firft 
time  (he  had  ever  fcen  the  <f  God  of  her 
Idolatry"  in  a  light  that  obfcured  his  fup- 
pofed  divinity.  What  a  difcovery  for 
one  who  meafured  the  virtues  and  the 
-  vices  by  a  gigantick  ttandard  !  She 
reached  her  drcfiing-rocm,  and,  finking 
into  a  chair  fell  inco  Urcng  hyftericks. 

Her 
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Her    fcreams    inftantly    alarmed    her 
family,   and    Mr.   Clermont  was  the  firft. 
to  fly  to   her  affiftanctr.     His  heart   was 
candid  and  affectionate,    and  foon  pene- 
trated  by   remorfe.      He    had  corrected 
his   dog    for    obliterating    the     portrait; 
but  he   had  himfelf  cruelly    difcompofed 
the  charming  original.    In  the  lively  pangs 
of  compunction,  he  flung   himfelf  at  her 
feet;  terrified  at  the  apprehenfion  of  her 
danger,    he    implored    her    forgivenefs, 
and  ttyled  himfelf  the  bafeft  of   villains. 
No   pungent  aromatick  could   boaft   the 
reviving  power  which  his  voice  pofTefTed  ; 
his  gentle  bride,  with  fobbing  tendernefs, 
affured  him  of  her  forgivenefs;    but  her 
delicate  frame  had  been  too  much  affected 
by  the  accutenefs  of  her  fenfibility,  imme- 
diately to  recover  from  the  fhock  it  had 
received.     -Mr.  Clermont    attended    her 
wrh   the    mod    watchful   folicitude ;    in- 
treaties  for  pardon,  and  afTurances  that  it 
had  been  long  ago  granted,  were  repeated 
ever  minute;     and  if  this  unlucky  inci- 
dent could  be  termed  the  quarrel  oflovers, 

it 
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it    certainly   confirmed   the  proverb,   by 
proving  the  "  renewal  of  love." 

The  lady's  indifpofition  neceffarily 
obliged  fome  of  the  fervants  to  be  prc- 
fent  during  the  eclaircificment  -,  and  as 
uneducated  minds  are  ever  apt  to  fufpect 
more  than  they  know,  and  to  exaggerate 
what  they  really  fee,  the  circumftance 
was  foon  publifhed,  in  a  manner  not  very 
favourable  to  the  wedded  pair.  My  faga- 
cious  neighbours  entered  deeply  into  the 
difpute,  and  fcemcd  willing  to  allow  Mr. 
Clcrmont  entire  polfrfilon  of  the  epithet 
of"  bafeft  of  villains,"  which  he  had  been 
pleafcd  to  affix  to  his  own  character. 
Indeed,  general  report  brought  no  inftance 
to  confirm  this  unqualified  abufe ;  but  will 
candour  permit  us  to  queftion  the  veracity 
of  voluntary  confcffion  ?  Our  inquifitors- 
gcneral,  after  bitterly  inveighing  againft 
the  guilt  of  hypocrify  in  a  young  pcrfon, 
refolved  upon  a  permanent  fitting  to  dif- 
cover  the  Jatent  depravity,  which  they 
were  certain  muft  exift.  And  they  exe- 
cuted this  taik  with  a  degree  of  watch- 
5  fulnefs 
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fulnefs  that  would  have  done  honour  to 
Argus  himfelf  ;  who  perhaps  was  the  my- 
thological emblem  of  our  iifterhood. 

CHAP.   XXVIII. 

In  wedlock,  characters  may  be  too  fimilar  to 
produce  harmony,  fbis  axiom  is  proved' 
by  a  well  fought  battle  between  female 
and  male  folly. 


\VHiLE  pity  fang  the  plaintive, 
dir^e  over  the  misfortunes  of  "  poor  Mrs. 
Clermont,"  that  lady  had  entirely  re- 
covered from  her  indifpofirion  ;  and  fully 
confiding  in  her  hufband's  afTurance,  that 
fhe  fhotild  never  behold  the  fmalleft  error 
in  his  temper  and  conduct  again,  (he 
yielded  to  the  tranfporting  reflections 
which  the  expected  arrival  of  her  dear 
Eliza  Milton  had  excited.  Several  months 
had  elapfed  fince  the  friends  had  enjoyed 
the  gratification  of  a  perfonal  intercourfe, 
and  though  the  important  events  which 
had  taken  place  in  that  period  had  been 

defcribed 
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defcribed  by  a  very  diffufe  pen-,  yet, 
ipany  circumltances  would  admit  of  fur- 
ther amplification,  in  which  art  both  ladies 
were  adepts. 

As  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  could  be 
from  the  want  of  a  proper  relifh  for  the 
beauties  of  female  converfation,  that  Mr. 
Clermont  was  not  conftantly  of  the  party, 
I  will  afcribe  his  abfence  to  his  commend- 
able wifh  to  gratify  the  fair  friends  with 
opportunities  of  indulging  the  confidence 
they  fo  highly  reliihed.  Delicacies  are 
apt  to  fatiate  the  appetite,  and  to  produce 
fuch  a  whimfical  craving  after  novelty, 
as  to  render  the  coarfcft  food  palatable. 
The  mod  luxurious  Epicures  fomctimes 
prefcribc  to  themftlves  abftinence,  in 
order  to  excite  the  greater  relifh  for  an 
expc&ed  dainty.  Judging  by  thefe  rules, 
Mr.  Clermont  invited  a  party  of  young 
friends  to  Stannadine,  very  foon  after 
Mifs  Milton's  arrival.  They  had  all 
been  his  companions  at  fchool  as  well  as 
at  College,  and  their  fociety  had  been 
productive  of  a  thoufand  pleafures,  before 

dcfpotick 
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defpotick  love  became  the  "  mafter 
paffion  in  his  bread,"  and  "  fwallowed 
up"  every  competitor. 

The  foils  who  were  thus  introduced  as 
a  contraft  to  female  Joftnefs  were  men  of 
fortune,  animated  by  youth  and  lively 
fpirits,  and  exceedingly  difpofed  to  enjoy 
themfelves  with  their  old  friend.  They 
beheld  his  happinefs  with  that  fort  of 
good-humoured  envy,  which  warm  admi- 
ration is  apt  to  infpire,  and  which,  though 
it  defires  as  fortunate  a  lot  for  itfelf,  has 
no  malevolent  wilh  to  leffen  the  felicity 
of  another.  "  Where  did  you  meet  with 
fuch  an  angel,  Clermont  ?"  was  the 
general  exclamation;  and  the  epithets 
« Lucky  dog!"  and  "Happy  fellow!" 
were  interrupted  by  many  hearty  fhakes 
of  the  hand,  and  wifhes  of  long  life  and 
uninterrupted  harmony.  I  could  here 
moralize  upon  the  inftability  of  human 
wilhes. 

The  young  gentlemen  were  all  pafllon- 
ately  fond  of  field  fports  \  it  was  the  feafon 
for  enjoying,  them,  and  the  furrounding 

VOL.  ii.  E  country 
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country  was  favourable  to  their  de fires. 
The  reftlefs  humour  of  their  fcx  foon 
made  them  wdiry  of  fedentary  amufements  j 
one  propofed  hunting,  another  (hooting, 
a  third  courfing;  but  Mrs.  Clermont's 
tender  difpofuion  fupplied  her  with  very 
ftrong  objections  to  all  the  three  divcr- 
fions,  and  fhe  looked  with  fo  much  hor- 
ror upon  the  cruel  nature  of  thefe  fports, 
as  almoft  to  dcteft  thofe  who  praclifed 
them.  She  defended  the  caufc  of  the 
dumb  creation,  with  all  the  irrefiftible 
graces  of  plaintive  oratory  j  and  as  her 
infmuating  countenance,  no  lefs  than  her 
words,  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  foften 
the  hearts  of  her  opponents,  the  majority 
feemed  more  than  half  convinced,  and 
inclined  to  give  up  their  darling  purfuit. 
But  one  of  the  young  Adteons,  (by  name 
Aubrey,)  poffeffing  more  humour  than 
implicit  deference,  encountered  the  fair 
pleader  with  a  great  fhare  of  agreeable 
vivacity,  at  the  moment  that  her  triumph 
was  going  to  be  acknowledged.  He 
gayly  afcribed  the  commiferation  the 
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ladies  generally  exprefied  for  the  fufferings 
of  animals  of  chafe,  to  -fympathy,  arifing 
from  the  recolle&ion  of  their  own  terrors, 
while  expofed  to  the  perfections  of  the 
grand  purfuer  Man.  He  cautioned  them 
againft  the  dangerous,  though  generous 
defign,  of  diverting  the  whole  attention 
of  that  mifchievous  creature  from  other 
objects  of  prey,  to  themfelves;  and  he 
illuftrated  his  argument  with  fo  many 
whimfical  ideas  that  a  loud  laugh  an- 
nounced his  victory.  Neither  Mrs. 
Clermont,  nor  her  echo  Mifs  Milton, 
dared  to  oppofe  their  lively  antagonift, 
and  a  mooting  party  was  fixed  for  the  next 
morning,  to  which  Mr.  Clermont  was 
prevailed  on  to  accede,  though  he  had 
in  reality  no  relifh  for  the  fport. 

The  company  had  no  fooner  retired 
than  Mrs.  Clermont  began  to  exert  her 
influence  to  detach  her  hufband  from 
what  me  termed  an  inhuman  diverfion. 
Certainly  mooting  could  appear  no  better, 
when  her  lively  imagination  had  embel- 
lifhed  the  terror  of  the  poor  birds  which 
£  2  had 


9»  A  GOSSIP'S    STORY. 

had  efcaped,  the  mifery  of  fuch  as 
were  wounded,  the  anguifh  of  the  dying 
and  the  grief  of  the  furvivors.  Mr.  Cler- 
mont  heartily  wilhed  he  could  have  re- 
traded  his  promife  ;  but  as  it  had  been 
given,  thought  he  muft  adhere  to  it.  His 
lady  had  now  a  new  caufc  for  difluafion. 
Accidents  often  happened  with  guns, 
and  as  nothing  but  his  (laying  at  home 
would  pacify  her,  he  at  length  acquicfced  ; 
but  fo  unwillingly,  that  he  fpent  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night  in  anticipating  the 
aukward  appearance  he  fhould  make  to 
his  expecting  friends  in  the  morning. 
This  apprehenfion  was  not  ill-founded  i 
the  apologies  he  had  framed  were  too 
jejune  to  be  admitted ;  the  real  caufe  of 
his  abfenting  himfelf  was  jnftantly  guefled, 
and  a  loud  laugh  excited ;  which  Mr. 
Clermont  affcdted  to  parry  with  great 
bravery. 

A  jcft  upon  the  fubject  of  female 
usurpation  is  dreadfully  grating  to  lordly 
man,  and  it  is  peculiarly  fo  when  (as  in 
the  prcfcnt  inftance)  it  happens  to  apply. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clermont  declined  his  lady's  invi- 
tation to  breakfaft,  and  as  foon  as  his 
friends  had  fet  off,  retired  to  his  library, 
and  there  continued  to  pace  the  room 
with  defuitory  fteps ;  frequently  imagining 
he  had  caught  a  glimpfe  of  the  chains 
which  Hymen  is  Jufpefted  to  wear  under 
his  long  faffron  mantle. 

Refpe&ing  the  real  exigence  of  thefc 
faid  chains,  I,  as  an  old  maid,  muft  not 
be  allowed  to  give  any  decided  opinion ; 
but  as  the  very  apprehenfion  of  them 
has  been  known  to  drive  many  of  the 
"  Lords  of  the  creation"  frantick,  I  con- 
ftantly  advife  my  newly-married  friends 
to  endeavour  as  much  as  poflible  to  divert 
their  hufbands'  attention  from  this  terrible 
bugbear.  1  intreat  them  to  hold  the  reins 
of  government  (if  by  great  chance  com- 
mitted to  their  hands)  with  circumfped 
propriety,  and  to  furrender  them  the 
moment  that  the  pofleflion  of  them  be- 
comes difputed. 

Dinner    fummoned    the    party    again 

together.  The  young  fportfmen,  delighted 

E  3  with 
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with  the  pleafure s  they  had  enjoyed,  were 
in  moft  excellent  fpirits  ;  but  the  fretful 
vexation  which  appeared  in  Mr.  Cler- 
mont's  look  and  manner  effectually  fup- 
prefled  the  indulgence  of  genuine  mirth. 
A  forced  converfation  was  faintly  fup- 
ported,  and  the  ladies  foon  withdrew. 
The  bottle  then  began  more  freely  to 
circulate,  and  Mr.  Clermont's  chagrin 
was  not  proof  to  the  general  hilarity  it 
infpired.  Old  fchool  exploits  were  then 
recollected  with  infinite  fatisfaction,  and 
the  claflical  enjoyments  which  College 
had  produced  loft  none  of  their  attick 
zeft  by  repetition.  In  fhort,  mirth  and 
good-humour  were  completely  re-cfta- 
blifhed  in  the  dining-room. 

Mrs.  Clermont  was  in  the  mean  time 
indulging  in  a  luxury,  of  which  I  would 
prefcribe  a  moft  temperate  ufe  to  all  young 
wives :  I  mean,  the  dangerous  pleafure 
of  unrefcrved  confidence,  with  what  is 
termed  a  bofom  friend.  The  ruin  of  wed- 
ded peace  may  often  be  afcribed  to  fuch 
injudicious  communications.  To  what 

purpofe 
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purpofe  is  ic  to  talk  over  an  hufband's 
errors,  or  the  little  vexations  which  may 
be  cafually  endured  from  him,  unlcfs  to 
quicken  our  fenftbility,  to  keep  our  minds 
and  our  tempers  in  a  painful  irritable 
flate,  and  to  prevent  that  happy  forget- 
fulnefs  which  is  in  many  inftanccs-the 
greateft  blefllng  we  can  enjoy. 

Mr.  Clermont's  ill- humour  was  too 
apparent  to  efcape  Mifs  Milton's  obfcr- 
vation,  and  Marianne's  ftreaming  tears 
evinced  her  painful  fenfe  of  it.  Encou- 
raged by  the  pleafing  fympathy  of  her 
friend,  fhe  indifcreetly  related  every  little 
incident  which  had  before  occurred  of  a 
difagreeable  nature ;  and  the  adventure 
in  the  library  was  largely  difcuflfed,  toge- 
ther with  Mr.  Clermont's  anxiety  at  her 
illnefs,  and  his  folemn  promifes  of  never 
again  giving  way  to  ill-humour.  Inftead 
of  conficiering  a  breach  of  that  engage- 
ment  as  a  conilitutional  defect,  or  a 
tranfient  forgetfulnefs,  and  therefore  but 
a  venial  error,  Mifs  Milton  aggravated 
it  into  wanton  perjury  and  confumate 
E  4  cruelty. 
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cruelty.  She  had  no  malevolent  defign 
in  fb  doing,  but  fhe  had  never  made  any 
obfervations  upon  real  life ;  and  Mr. 
Clermoni's  prcfent  behaviour  was  cer- 
tainly very  oppofite  to  the  perfect  excel- 
lence and  perfect  felicity  which  exifts  in 
the'  land  of  Hymen  ; — as  defcribed  in  the 
Utopian  geography  of  many  modern 
novelifts. 

c<  Ah,  my  dcareft  Marianne,"  cried  the 
affectionate  but  imprudent  Mifs  Milton, 
Ci  are  you  indeed  united  to  a  lordly  fpirit 
infcnfiblc  to  the  value  of  your  lovely 
tenderncfs,  your  charming  fenfibility  ? 
I  obferved  you  at  table,  and  felt  aftonifbcd 
that  Mr.  Clermont  could  refift  the  foft 
complaining  anguilh  that  appeared  in 
your  countenance.  Hark!  — No,  I  am 
not  miftaken,  the  gentlemen  are  extremely 
lively  now.  They  can  enjoy  themfclves 
as  foon  as  the  reftraint  which  we  impofed 
is  removed.  Good  Heaven  !  and  have  I 
lived  to  fee  my  Marianne  an  impediment 
to  her  hulband's  happinefs  ?" 

"  My 
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"  My  father's  cautions,"  refumed  Mrs. 
Clermont,  "pointed  out  to  me  all  thefe 
evils ;  but  I  did  hope  that  Mr.  Clermont 
would  prove  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule.  Too  plainly  do  I  difcover  that  my 
fociety  has  loft  its  wonted  fafcination. 
Alas !  my  heart  will  ever  be  unalterably 
his,  even  if  he  continues  to  treat  me 
injurioufly." 

Here  a  fudden  interruption  prevented 
her  from  proceeding,  and  gives  me  an 
opportunity  of  clofing  my  chapter. 


CHAP.  XXIX. 

confequence  of  a   confident's  inter  fer- 
ence  when  unreftrained  by  difcretion. 


MR.  Glermont  and  his  friends  rofe 
from  table  in  high  fpirits,  and  proceeded 
to  the  drawing-room  in  the  gay  hope  of 
fpending  a  pleafant  evening.  The  firft 
object  they  beheld  was  Mrs.  Clermont 
rifing  from  the  fopha,  and  loofening  her 
£  5  hands 
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hands  from  Mifs  Milton's ;  her  eyes  red 
and  fwollen,  and  her  cheek  wet  with  tears. 

Confufcd,  furprifed,  and  perhaps  fe- 
crctly  afhamed  of  a  weaknefs  (he  had  not 
time  to  conceal  fhe  could  only  anfwer 
the  general  enquiry  of  what  was  the  matter, 
with  a  complaint  of  indifpofition ;  and 
feizing  her  friend's  arm>  hurried  to  her 
apartment.  Mr.  Clermont  followed,  full 
of  real  anxiety,  but  when  he  tenderly 
enquired  into  the  nature  of  her  complaint, 
ihc  only  anfwered  him  with  a  foft  figh, 
and  a  rcqueft  that  he  would  not  diftrefs 
her. 

Lady  G.  (in  Sir  Charles  Grandifon) 
complains,  that  mediators  and  mediatrixes 
had  extended  her  whimfical  difputes  with 
her  lord,  and  given  them  a  more  fcrious 
afpeft  then  (he  defigned.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  prefcnt  fracas  between 
our  young  people  would  have  terminated 
as  cafily  at  the  laft,  if  Mifs  Milton  had 
not  been  feized  with  the  warm  Knight- 
errantry  of  friendfhip.  Conceiving  that 
the  timid  Marianne  wanted  an  orator  to 

open 
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open  her  caufe,  me  informed  Mr.  Cler- 
mont  chat  his  wife's  uneafinefs  had  pro- 
ceeded from  his  evident  ill-humour,  and 
fhe  requeftcd  him  to  confider  what  kind 
of  treatment  gentlenefs  and  fcnfibility  re- 
quired. 

To  borrow  a  phrafc  from  the  vocabu- 
lary of  Bacchus,  Mr.  Clermont  was  a 
lettle  elevated,  and  confcquently  felt 
the  high  dignity  of  man  too  warmly  to 
fubmit  to  reproof.  "Does  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont, Madam/'  faid  he,  "appoint  you 
the  judge  of  my  behaviour  ?"  Then  turn* 
ing  to  his  lady,  he  defired  her  for  her 
own  fake  to  behave  with  more  propriety, 
and  then  humming  a  favourite  tune,  he 
rejoined  his  companions^ 

Neither  my  hero  nor  my  heroine  were 
models  of  prudence.  Mr.  Clermont's 
renewed  vexation  was  ftrongly  written  in 
his  face,  and  he  was  too  much  agitated 
to  evade  his  friends'  enquiries.  They  were 
quite  in  a  difpofition  to  enjoy ,funy  with- 
out retaining  fufficient  judgment  to  diftin- 
guim  humour  from  mifchief.  A  grand 
s  6  rebellion 
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rebellion  againfl  female  influence  was  re- 
folved  upon,  and  as  fuch  projcds  always 
fuccecd  bed  when  reafon  is  entirely 
banifhcd,  they  all  determined  to  fpend 
the  evening  in  high  jolity ;  and  to  call 
in  Champaign  and  Burgundy  as  glorious 
auxiliaries,  for  the  fupporcing  of  male 
authority,  and  for  humbling  a  wife's 
fpirit. 

As  Mr.  Ctermont's  heart,  in  fpite  of 
his  refentment,  could  not  be  wholly  alien- 
ated  from  his  Marianne,  he  was  the  firft 
to  qukkcn  the  circulation  of  the  glafs, 
in  order  to  filence  the  reproaches  which 
he  coulJ  not  endure.  The  hours  of  night 
flew  rapidly  away,  enlivened  by  what  the 
gentlemen  called  Anacreontick  fallies. 
About  twelve  o'clock,  Mrs.  Ciermont 
difpatchcd  requeft  to  fpeak  with  her 
hufoand ;  but  the  general  voice  choruied 
his  anfwer,  that  he  was  particularly  en. 
gaged  and  could  not  leave  his  party  till 
the  morning. 

If  the  gay  Bacchanalians  perceived  the 
"broad  pinions  of  time  fwifter  than  the 

windi" 
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wind  i"  to  poor  Mrs.  Clermont  he  ap- 
peared "  to  creep  decrepid  with  old 
age."  Unkindnefs  mud  ever  fall  with 
fevered  weight  on  thofe  who  have  ever 
been  accuftomed  to  extreme  indulgence. 
Mifs  Milton's  interpofition  had  indeed 
been  able  to  aggravate  a  trivial  vexation 
into  a  real  forrow,  but  it  was  utterly 
incapable  of  healing  the  anguilli  a  tender 
mind  endured,  while  labouring  under 
the  known  difpleafure  of  a  beioved  huf- 
band. 

Mrs  Clermont  flung  herfelf  upon  the 
bed  pretending  fleepinefs,  but  in  reality 
to  efcape  from  the  impertinence  of  con- 
folation  ;  which  adminiftered  no  relief  to 
her  agonized  heart.  Her  anxious  friend 
infifted  upon  watching  her  (lumbers,  and 
pofitively  refufed  to  quit  her  chamber. 
This  fond  attention,  contrafted  with  Mr. 
Clermont's  cruel  neglect,  rendered  the 
latter  but  more  apparent,  and  fixed  another 
dagger  in  Marianne's  bread.  Befides, 
her  faithful  Patty  believing  her  lady  to  be 
afleep,  began  a  converfation  in  audible 

whifpers 
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whifpers  with  Mifs  Milton,  of  which  the 
following  was  the  prefatory  fpeech. 

"  Pray,  Madam,  what  can  be  the  matter 
between  my  mafter  and  my  lady  ?  though 
I  always  thought  they  would  foon  fall  out, 
for  Mifs  Lappel  has  told  me,  that  all  the 
people  in  Danbury  fay,  Mr.  Clermont 
is  the  greateft  villain  in  the  world." 

"Hufh!"  faid  Mifs  Milton,  "  fo  I  am 
afraid  $  but  cion'c^  let  your  lady  hear  you 
for  the  world." 

"  O,"  replied  Patty,  «  me  is  faft  adeep. 
'Tis  a  fhocking  thing,  Madam,  that  (he 
(hould  be  Jo  married.  The  fweeteft, 
bed  tempered  creature  in  the  world." 

«  It  is  indeed,  a  fatal  engagement/' 
faid  Mrs.  Clermont  to  hcrfelf,  but  her 
defire  to  hear  more  kept  her  filent. 

"  Pray,  Mrs.  Patty,  do  you  know  how 
this  match  was  brought  about  P"  enquired 
Mifs  Milton. 

<c  It  was  my  old  Lord's  doings,  madam. 

To  be  fure  there  muft  be  a  fate  in  thefe 

things.     Perhaps   they   wanted  money  at 

the    Park  •,    but  I    think   ic   was   not   fo 

3  neither. 
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.  neither.  Mr.  Clermont  never  let  my 
lady  have  any  reft  -,  teaze,  teaze  5  but  fuch 
hot  love  is  generally  foon  cold,  as  the 
faying  is." 

"  Not  always  fo,"  returned  Mifs  Mil- 
ton, "but  only  with  fuch  ungrateful 
wretches  as  he." 

"Wretches  indeed,  Madam.  Well, 
to  be  fure,  you  only  fay  what  all  the  world 
does  of  him/' 

Here  Mrs.  Clermont's  agony  could  no 
longer  be/upprcfTed.  She  fell  into  violent 
fits,  and  it  was  at  this  period  that  the 
meflage  was  fent  to  Mr.  Clermont  and 
the  anfwer  returned,  which  I  have  before, 
ftated.  The  footman  was  again  difpatched 
to  fay  that  his  lady  was  extremely  ill  5 
but  he  judging  his  matter's  prefence,  in 
the  ftate  he  then  was^  could  afford  no  con- 
folation,  brought  for  anfwer  that  Mr. 
Clcrmout  was  extremely  forry,  but  really 
was  unable  to  attend  her. 
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CHAP.  XXX. 

Human    paffions,   like  the  fea,    vary  fnm 
tempefts  to  Jullen  calms 

1HE  night  paffed  in  fcenes  of  dif- 
traftion;  I  fhall  now  ufher  in  the  morning. 
Mrs.  Clermonr,  exhafted  by  her  ftrong 
emotions,  funk  into  a  flumber,  in  which 
fhc  had  continued  a  few  hours,  when  Mr. 
Clermont  and  his  friends  awoke.  A  con- 
fufed  recolle&ion  of  what  had  pafled, 
mingled  with  much  fecret  compun#ion  j 
for  the  delights  of  intemperance  will  never 
ftarid  the  teft  of  returning  reafon. 

Trie  vifitants,  on  being  informed  that 
Mrs.  Clermont  was  exceedingly  indifpofed 
judged  that  their  remaining  longer  at 
Stannadine  would  be  a  great  impropriety  ; 
and  deftrous  to  remedy  as  far  as  poflible 
the  evil  they  had  caufcd,  at  taking  leave 
of  Mr.  Clcrmont,  ftrongly  urged  him  to 
an  immediate  reconciliation  with  his  lady, 
fhocked  at  the  idea  that  the  world  mould 

know 
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know  that  he  and  his  beloved  Marianne 
were  at  variance,  he  fat  agitated  by  the 
mod  fenfible  regret,  which  his  friends 
ftrove  to  di  minim,  by  foftening  his 
offence  into  a  venial  failing. 

The  moment  their  carriages  drove  off, 
Mr.  Clermont  went  into  his  wife's  apar- 
ment ;  but  not  with  that  lively  tranfporc 
which  is  expreffive  of  the  happy  hufband. 
She  had  jufl  rifen  from  her  bed,  and,  did 
I  indulge  myfclf  in  the  ufe  of  fimilies, 
I  might  now  juftly  apply  the  trite  one, 
of  a  broken  lily  wet  with  rain.  Her  pale, 
dejected.  afpec*t  heightened  in  Mr.  Cler- 
mont's  mind  the  tender  fenfibility  which 
refentment  and  inebriety  had  obfcured : 
he  foiled  her  in  his  arms,  and  with  im- 
paffioned  agony  befought  her  to  forgive 
him.  Mrs.  Clermont  allured  him  that 
Hie  did,  but  her  averted  eye,  and  half- 
frifled  fobs  gave  no  pleafing  confirma- 
tion to  her  words. 

Mr.  Clermont  walked  to  the  window 
mortified  and  dejefled.  Undoubtedly 
he  was  too  arrogant  in  expecting  his  recent 

provoca- 
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provocaiions  could  be  immediately  for- 
gotten, and  himfelf  received  with  a  com- 
placent fmile.  I  am,  however,  -afraid  that 
the  generality  of  hufbands,  from  the  high 
idea  they  entertain  of  their  own  fuperiority, 
would  be  apt  to  think  a  wife  very  capricious 
\\ho  fhould  retain  her  refentment  after  they 
have  made  the  Jligbteft  conccflion.  Men 
arc  remarkably  tenacious  of  their  opinion?, 
and  fince  ,protrafting  a  domeftick  quarrel 
mud  always  be  at  the  hazard  of  future 
happinefs,  I  mud  advifc  my  fex  to  be 
"cafily  entreated.1'  I  can  aflure  them 
that  a  placid  fmile  will  convey  a  very 
forcible  reproof  to  a  generous  heart  con- 
fcious  of  error,  and  that  forgivenefs  is 
not  the  lefs  valuable  becaufe  it  is  cheer- 
fully beftowed. 

After  a  moment's  hefitation,  Mr.  Cler- 
mont  determined  upon  another  erTedt ; 
<c  You  have  been  ill,  my  dear,"  faid  he, 
41  I  hope  you  are  better."  A  faint  affirm, 
ative  was  the  only  reply.  "  I  conjure 
you,  Marianne,  by  all  our  former  happi- 
nefs, do  not  treat  me  with  indifference. 

I   feel 
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I  feel  more  compunftion  than  I  can  ex- 
prefs  when  I  recoiled  the  paft  ;  but  let 
this  acknowledgement  fuffice.  Banilh  the 
events  of  yefterday  from  your  remem- 
brance. Give  me  your  hand,  and  promife 
to  think  of  them  no  more/'  She  coldly 
gave  her  hand,  and  with  a  forced  fmile 
uttered  the  defired  promife. 

Though  it  would  be  very  entertaining 
to  a  profefied  goffip,  to  follow  our  young- 
couple's  proceedings  in  a  journal-like 
narrative,  the  apprehenfion  of  not  meeting 
with  the  congenial  foul  of  a  fifter-goffip 
in  my  readers,  irnpofes  brevity.  The 
Clermonts  continued  to  behave  to  each 
other  for  fome  weeks  with  civility  inftead 
of  tendernefs,  and  with  attention  inftead 
of  confidence  and  harmony.  The  con- 
verfation  (he  had  overheard  between  Mifs 
Milton  and  Patty,  cruelly  agitated  her 
mind,  and  induced  her  to  view  all  her 
hulband's  actions  witri  the  afkance  eye  of 
fufpicion ;  while  her  knowledge  of  the 
violence  of  his  temper  impofed  a  fort  of 
terrified  compliance.  Mr.  Clermont,  on 

the 
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the  contrary,  attributed  his  Marianne's 
melancholy  rcferve  to  an  implacable  clil- 
pofition,  and  feeling  unwilling  to  gratify 
her  pride  by  any  further  fubmiflion,  he 
permitted  his  attachment  for  his  once 
adored  idol  infenfibly  to  decline. 

After  having  for  fome  time  filently 
endured  the  agonizing  terror,  which  the 
fear  of  an  huflband's  unworthinefs  muft 
excite  in  an  ingenuous  heart,  Mrs.  Cler* 
mont  unfortunately  refolved  to  difburden 
her  mind,  by  confefling  to  Mifs  Milton 
that  (he  had  overheard  the  converfation, 
between  her  and  Patty.  That  lady  can- 
didly acknowledged  that  the  violent 
epithets  fhe  had  ufed  againft  Mr.  Cler- 
mont,  proceeded  from  her  lively  intereft 
in  her  friend's  fuffcrings,  and  not  from 
her  knowledge  of  any  fecret  depravity. 
"But,"  added  (he,  "I  am  afraid  your 
maid  can  give  you  further  information." 

"  Will  my  enquiries  be  juftifiable,  and 
to  what  purpofc  will  they  tend  ?"  relumed 
Mrs.  Clermont. 

«  They 
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<c  They  will  at  lead  relieve  the  anguilh 
of  fufpenfe,  and  if  he  appears  innocent, 
your  harmony  will  be  in  fome  degree 
reftored  j  if  the  contrary,  you  will 
have  the  comfort  of  knowing  the  worft, 
and  the  fooner  you  are  feparated  from  a 
.  depraved  huiband — " 

« Separated! "—exclaimed  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont,  turning  pale  with  terror  "for 
Heaven's  fake,  Eliza,  how  could  you  fug- 
geft  fuch  an  horrid  idea  ?  You  little  know 
with  what  pafiionate  attachment  my  heart 
is  irrevocably  his.  But  let  us  change  the 
fubject,  for  I  will  make  no  enquiries  that 
may  lead  to  fuch  a  horrid  cataftrophe." 

"  Act  as  you  judge  beft,"  returned 
Mifs  Milton;  "  I  have  only  mentioned 
what  an  attachment  like  that  you  exprefs 
would  urge  me  to  do.  I  confefs,  uncertain- 
ty feems  to  me  the  mod  dreadful  of  all 
conditions  5  and  recollect,  my  dear,  that 
the  event  you  Ihudder  at,  is  at  all  times 
optionable,  and  not  the  certain  confe- 
quence  of  your  endeavouring  to  re-aifure 
you  mind." 

To 
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To  this-  falacious  reafoning,  Mrs  Clcr- 
mont  weakly  yielded  her  "  better  judg- 
ment,"  and  Patty  was  applied  to  for  fur- 
ther information.       Mr.   Clermont's  be- 
haviour had  been   fo  truly   inoffenfive  in 
cvery\  refpect,  but  in  the  inftances  I  have 
detailed,  that  Patty  had  nothing  new  to 
communicate;    but  out  of  her  great  zeal 
to  make  her  lady  eafi,  (he  undertook  the 
office    of  fpy  upon  her  matter's  conduct, 
and  opened  an    indirect    communication 
with  the  Danbury  infpectors. 

Nothing   however    could   be   procured 
but  petty  detractions  and  general  invec- 
tive;   fo  evidently  the  refult  of   malice 
as  to  be  even  in  Patty's  opinion  undeferv- 
ing  of  repetition.     During  the   courfc  of 
thcfe  enquiries,    Mifs  Milton   terminated 
her  vifit;    Mr.  Clermont's  mind   was  dill 
ib  little  in  unifon  with  his  Marianne's,  that 
he  rejoiced  at  the  departure  of  a  pcrfon, 
who  he  perceived  was  honoured  with  that 
confidence  and  thofe  marks  of  affection 
which  he  believed  to  be  exclufively  his 

right, 
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'right,    while    (lie    bitterly    regretted   the 
abfence  of  her  dear  companion. 

The  happinefs'  of  the  Clermonts  foon 
afiumed  a  more  favourable  appearance. 
The  indefatigable  Patty  could  hear  nothing 
that  was  of  fufficient  importance  to  difturb 
it,  and  her  lady  indulged  the  hope  that  the 
exprefTions  which  had  fo  deeply  difturbed 
her  mind,  were  only  "  unweighed  words," 
or  thoughtlefs  repetitions  of  the  vague  ca- 
lumnies of  envy  and  .malevolence.  She 
and  Mr.  Clermont  equally  felt  the  pain  of 
difcord,  and  they  began  infenfibly  to  re- 
affume  the  tender  affeclionate  behaviour 
which  had  endeared  the  early  hours  of 
their  union  -,  when  this  fair  promife  of  fe- 
licity was  interrupted  by  an  unfortunate 
incident. 
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CHAP.  XXXI. 

Very  palatable  to  the  Lords  of  the  Creation, 
as  it  exhibits  them  in  the  fojfeffion  of 
flenitude  of  Power. 

IN  compliance  with  her  friend's  part- 
ing requeft,  Mrs.  Clermont  had  given  a 
fokmn  promife  of  continuing  her  journal ; 
and  as  it  was  to  be  truly  circumftantial,  it 
ncccflarily   employed  great    part  of  her 
time.     While  thus  engaged,  (he  generally 
locked  her  door  to  prevent  interruption  » 
but  one  day  having  unfortunately  forgot- 
ten that  precaution,  Mr.  Clermont  fudden- 
ly  appeared.     Three  fheets  of  paper   had 
been  filled  ready   to  difpatch ;    to  fay  the 
truth,  they  were  as  innocent  a  competition 
as  ever  iflucd   from  a  female  pen :  but  as 
they   contained  a  repetition  of  what  had 
pafled  in  convcrfation  between  herfelf  and 
hufband,    with    comments  on    the   happy 
change   in    his   behaviour,  fhe    anxioufly 
wifhed  to  conceal  them  from  him  ;     and 

on 
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tyn  his  playfully  attempting  to  take  them 
from  her,  (he  threw  them  into  the  fire, 
and  watched  them  till  confumtd,  with 
ferious  folicitude. 

Mr.  Clermont's  mind  was  not  wholly 
free  from  the  meannefs  of  fufpicion,  and  he 
felc  deeply  mortified  at  the  idea  of  a  wife's 
concealing  fecrets  from  him,  which  fhe 
implicitly  confided  to  another.  He  fup- 
prefled  his  chagrin  at  the  moment;  but 
fmce  his  curiofity  to  penetrate  into  this 
interdicted  correfpondence  was  irrefiftible, 
he  determined  to  ufe  any  means  to  devc« 
Jope  the  myftery. 

He  foon  procured  a  letter  of  Mifs  Mil* 
ton's,  and  upon  breaking  the  feal,  realized 
rhe  proverb  refpefting  the  fate  of  fufpici- 
ous  people,  for  certainly  the  fir  (I  para- 
graph was  not  very  complimental  to  him- 
felf:  it  follows, — 

"Do  not,  my  deareft  Marianne,  think  me 
infenfible  of  the  pleafure  you  expreis,  at 
your  hufband's  appearing  confcious  of  his 
cruel  injurious  treatment  of  you  ;  1  rejoice 
that  your  meek  fenfibility  at  iaft  fecms  to 

VOL.  IT.  J  touct 
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!ii$  heart  with  rcmorfe,  may  the 
..puiiction  be  lading  !  But  oh,  my  fweet 
triend,  guard  againft  the  amiable  fufcep- 
tibility  of  your  temper,  nor  any  longer 
fix  your  happinefs  in  the  frail  promifes  of 
weak  irritable  man.  Recollccl  your  fa- 
ther's admirable  precepts,  and  contract 
your  fond  affection  for  one  who  never  de- 
ferved,  and  does  not  return  it." 

If  Mr.  Clermont  had  pofleffcd  fufficicnt 
patience  to  pcrufe  the  whole  letter,  he 
would  have  fcund  the  afperity  of  this  para- 
graph foftcned  by  fcveral  concefiions  in 
his  favour,  and  would  have  perceived  the 
epithets  <€  weak"  and  "  irritable,"  which 
had  mod  piqued  him,  were  in  reality  in- 
tended as  a  ccnfure  upon  his  whole  fex. 
But  his  pafllon  entirely  overcame  him,  and 
flying  to  his  lady's  apartment,  he  percmpt- 
torily  chart/ cd  her  immediately  to  break 
off  all  c^nneclion  with  an  artful,  bafe  ca- 
lumnutor,  who,  under  the  fpecious  mafk 
of  friendlhip,  dared  to  interfere  in  the 
facred  concerns  of  wedlock,  and  to  tra- 
duce a  hulband's  character  even  to  his 

wife. 
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wife.  He  concluded  with  a  tbrsat,  that 
if  (he  refufed  immediate  compliance,  fhe 
fhould  never  fee  him  more  ;  and  after  thus 
juftifying  Mifs  Milton's  fentiments  by  his 
conduct,  he  tore  the  letter  into  a  hun- 
dred pieces,  and  rufhed  out  of  the  room. 

Mrs.  Clermont  remained  for  fome  mo- 
ments ftupified  with  furprize,  and  gazing 
upon  the  fragments,  in  which  fhe  recog- 
nized the  writing  of  her  dear  Eliza.  Tears, 
her  ufual  refource,  at  length  Came  to  her 
relief,  and  The  was  indulging  in  a  very 
plentiful  flow,  when  a  fervarit  entering  the 
room,  announced  the  arrival  of  Mr.  and 
Mifs  Dudley:  Marianne  flew  to  meet 
them,  and  for  a  moment  forgot  her  for- 
row  in  their  embraces. 

I  muft  now  account  for  their  fudden 
arrival.  Mr.  Dudley  was  haftened  to 
London  by  letters  from  his  agent,  inform- 
ing him  that  a  clear  difcovery  had  been 
made  of  the  long  fufpected  villany  of  the 
elder  Tonnereau,  and  that  in  conftquencc 
he  was  taken  into  cuftody  •,  Louifa's  ardent 
defire  to  fee  a  lifter,  whole  letters  had  for 
F  2  fome 
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e  time  betrayed  an  exprefiion  of  tender 
nelanchbly,  induced  her  to  expedite  her 
intended  vifit  to  Stannadinr. 

Mrs.  Clermont  did  not  wait  for  their 
inquiries  to  explain  the  reafon  for  the  tears 
xvhich  dill  fwam  in  her  radiant  eyes;  (he 
frankly  owned  that  her  father  had  formed 
the  jufttft  eftimate  of  the  married  (late, 
but  added,  that  perhaps  even  he  would  not 
have  expe&ed  that  Mr.  Clcrmont's  love 
fliould  already  have  fo  far  evaporated,  as 
to  permit  him  to  infift  upon  her  abandon- 
ing a  friend,  who  had  been  the  chief  bleff- 
ing  of  her  life.  She  fobbed  out  her  refo- 
lution  never  to  renounce  her  Eliza,  and 
then  afkfd  if  her  lot  was  not  that  of  pecu- 
liar mifery  ? 

"  No,  my  child,"  faid  Mr.  Dudley, 
"  you  only  participate  in  the  ills  common 
to  humanity  ;  and  I  have  a  fatisfaftion  in 
refkcYing,  that  the  troubles  arifing  from 
contrariety  of  temper  and  opinion,  may  be 
remedied  by  prudence  and  concefilon. 
Mr.  Cltrmont  has  doubtltfs  reafons  to 
urge  for  this  peremptory  ftyle.  Where  is 

he? 
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he  ?  I  mud  fee  him,  and  bring  about  an 
immediate  explanation." 

A  fcrvant  being  fummcned,  informed 
them,  that  his  matter  was  gone  out  o.i 
horfeback,  and  had  refilled  any  attend- 
ance. Mrs.  Clermont's  diftrefs  now  af» 
fumed  the  appearance  of  phrenzy,  from 
apprehenfions  refpeding  the  fafcty  of  the 
perfon,  whom  Ihe  a  few  moments  before 
confidered  as  a  relentkfs  tyrant.  Every 
domeftick  was  difpatched  in  fearch  of  the 
dear  fugitvc,  and  fcarcely  could  the  efforts 
of  her  father  and  fitter  reftrain  her  from 
joining  them. 

Intelligence  at  length  arrived,  that  he 
had  been  feen  on  the  road  to  the  park ; 
Mrs.  Ckrrnont  now  earneftly  prefTed  he? 
father  to  follow  him,  and  to  conjure  him 
immediately  to  return  home.  Nothing 
ellc  could  alleviate  her  anxiety,  and  hav- 
ing obtained  this  promife  from  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, fhe  became  tolerably  cairn. 

Louifa's  heart  not  only  melted  with  pity 

for  her  fitter's  wild  uilbels,  but   for  the 

Client  an&uifh   which   opprcflfcd   her   de- 

F  3  je&ed 
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jeded  father.  She  knew  his  mind  had 
Jaicly  received  an  additional  weight  of 
anguifh,  from  the  apprchenfion  thai  he  rriutl 
cither  engage  in  a  criminal  profccution, 
againft  a  man  with  whom  he  had  formerly 
lived  in  the  ftricteft  bond  of  friend faip,  or 
elfe  fuffcr  a  nefarious  villain  to  efcaps 
punifhment ;  Cf  My  dear  father,"  faid 
Louifa  to  herfelf,  "while  her  fitter  was  in 
the  extremeft  paroxyfm*  of  grief,  "  with 
what  calm  dignity  do  you  iiipport  ibr- 
row  ?"  i  -  + 

Having  perfuade^J'Marianne  to  redine 
on  the  fofa  for  a  iew  minutes,  £he  fol- 
lowed her  father  to  the  door,  to  breathe 
her  ardent  wifhes  for  the  fuccete  of  his 
embaffy  ;  **  I  do  not  fear/'  replied  Mr.. 
Dudley,  "but  that  I  (hull  perfuadc  Mr. 
Clern  ont  to  return;  do  you  exercifc  your 
'.nee  over  your  fitter,  and  conjure  her 
to  abandon  a  friend,  who  1  fufpecl  has 
a&ed  a  moft  indcfcnfible  parts  if  fhe 
yields,  her  hufband  will  probably  be  afharn- 
td  of  his  unmanly  violence.  My  fears, 
Louifa,  were  but  too  juft.  They  have 

good 
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good  hearts,  and  a  real  affe&ion  for  each 
other;  but  Marianne  is  married  to  a  mail 
as  enthufiaftical  and  imprudent  as  herfelf. 
How  difgraceful  are  chefs  baby  quarrels  T 
How  ridiculous  thefe  high  theatrical  pai- 
fions,  which  fubjedt  them  to  the  laugh  of 
the  neighbourhood !  nay,  worfe,  which 
point  out  to  artful  villany,  means  where- 
by it  may  effectually  undermine  dome  flick 
happinefs." 

Mifs  Dudley  exerted  all  her  eloquence^ 
to  perfuade  Mrs.  QJermonc  to  confent  to 
any  terms  of  reconciliation  her  hufband 
iliould  impofe  ;  her  arguments  were  an- 
fwered  by  declamatory  flouriihes  on  the 
inviolable  fanctity  of  friend  (hip,  and  the 
juflice  of  defending  one  whofe  ztal>  if 
allowed  to  be  imprudent,  was  yet  the  re- 
full  of  pure  affection. 

Mr.  Dudley  was  not  more  fuccefsful  in 
his  mediation  j  Mr.  Clerrnont,  after  an- 
exaggerated  detail  of  his  provocation, 
urged  the  foad  idolatry  with  which  he 
had  loved  his  Marianne,and  her  ingratitude^ 
in  Kefitating  to  facrifice  to  hisjuft  refent- 
r  4  mfnc 
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rr.ent  her  blind  partiality  for  a  dangerous 
woman,  whoaifumed  the  pretext  of  friend- 
fhip,  to  further  her  execrab'e  dcfigns 
againft  his  peace.  Lord  Clermonr,  though 
lei's  violent  than  his  fon,  was^vWy  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  intimacy  with  Mifs  Milton 
mutt  be  immediately  terminated  ;  and 
Lady  Clermonr,  who  happened  unfortu- 
nately to  be  at  the  park,  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  vent  her  farcaflick  malignity.  She 
termed  Marianne  a  well-meaning  young 
creature,  but  to  her  certain  knowledge, 
too  deficient  in  her  ideas  of  propriety,  to 
be  entirly  entrufted  with  her  own  con- 
dud. 

Mr.  Dudley  checked  the  refentment  of 
wounded  paternal  affection,  by  recollect- 
ing his  character  of  mediator.  He  gave 
up  Mils  Milton's  condu6tt  as  wholly  in- 
defenfiblcj  and  in  general  condemned 
confidents  as  dangerous  to  matrimonial 
peace.  But  he  urged  the  propriety  of 
gently  Icofcning  thofe  ties,  which,  though 
abtdutely  famallick,  had  a  real  influence 
over  his  daughter's  mind.  The  very  word 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clermont  had  ufed  (facrifice)  im- 
plied reluflance,  and  he  pointed  out  how 
much  more  definable  it  was  mat  her  reafon 
Ihould  be  convinced  refpedting  the  im- 
propriety of  her  friend's  conduct,  and 
confequently  the  neceftity  of  diilolving 
the  connexion  j  than,  that  a  fudden  breach 
fhould  be  irnpofed  upon  her,  as  an  act 
of  obedience.  In  the  former  cafe,  Mr. 
Cicrmont  might  expcft  his  wife  would 
foon  look  up  to  him  with  grateful  de- 
ference for  having  refcued  her  fron-j a 
dangerous  error;  in  the  latter,  a  reel  1- 
k&ion  of  the  violent  meafures  which  had  - 
been  taken,  would  induce  her  to  honour 
her  fevered  friend  with  a  regret  of  which 
(he  was  unworthy.  In  conclufion,  he 
urged  his  fon-in-law  to  a  generous  uncon- 
ditional return,  by  the  confideration  how 
powerfully  fuch  a  conceflion  would  affccT: 
his  daughter's  heart. 

Lady    Clermont  here  interfered,    and 
prevented   thefe  arguments   from  deter- 
mining the  yielding  hufband.     She  pro- 
duced the  letter  in  which  the  incautious 
F  5  but 
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but  well-intentioned  Marianne  had  con-' 
fcfied,  that  weaknefs  and  precipitate  con- 
fidence were  her  conditional  failings, 
Her  Ladyfhip  prevented  all  the  imprefiion 
the  unqueftionablc  ingenuoufnefs  of  this 
acknowledgment  might  have  nude,  by 
obferving  that  fhe  had  long  ago  entirely 
forgiven  the  little  offence  which  this  letter 
was  meant  to  palliate,  and  only  produced 
it  as  a  proof  of  the  indifputable  necefiity 
of  her  fon's  fupplying  the  firm  decifion, 
which  the  dear  creature  confcffedly  wanted, 
and  of  his  refcuing  his  amiable  wife  from 
fuch  a  dangerous  friend  as  Mils  Milton 
was.  This  opinion  met  with  general 
approbation,  and  Mr.  Dudley,  on  his 
return  to  his  daughter,  recommended 
unconditional  fubmiflion,  as  the  only  terms 
on  which  Mr.  Clcrmont  would  confent 
to  return  home. 

"  1  do  not/'  faid  he  to  Mrs.  Clermont, 
"  now  urge  your  determination  by  com- 
mon motives.  Every  thing  which  ought 
to  be  moft  dear  and  facred  to  you  is  at 
flake.  It  is  not  four  months  fince  the 

world 
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world  law  you  enter  into  marriage,  under 
the  happicft  aufpices  of  mutual  love. 
Your  ciifagreemcnts  cannot  be  concealed, 
and  the  moft  candid  will  hardly  be  able 
to  perfuade  thcmielvfs  that  they  could 
have  proceeded  to  this  length,  without: 
famewhat  criminal  on  one  fide  at  lead. 
Let  your  ftory,  my  dear  girl,  be  told  even 
by  a  partial  friend,  believe  me  the  pru- 
dent part  of  the  world  will  feverely  re- 
probate an  attachment  (though  to  a 
female)  to  which  you  can  refolve  to  facri- 
fice  the  higher  duties  you  have  recently 
bound  yourfelf,  ,by  the  moft  folemn  and 
inviolable  oaths,  to  fulfil." 

"  Are  then  the  names  of  wife  and  friend 
incompatible  ?"  exclaimed  Mrs.  Clermont. 
"  I  will  give  you  my  opinion  on  that 
fubjcct  hereafter,  at  prefent  the  known* 
duty  of  a  wife  calls  upon  you  for  imme- 
diate performance*  Rifk  not  your  future 
happinefs  by  any  further  delay.  Take 
your  pen  and  dictate  an  adieu  to  Mifs 
Milton.  It  may  be  affectionate,  but  let 
it  be  determined ;  and  then  recall  your 
F  6  hufband 
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hufband  whilft  it  is  yet  in  your  power  to 
recall  him." 

Mrs.  Clermont  rcludlantly  complied. 
Her  letter  to  her  Eliza  was  blotted  with 
tears,  and  incoherent  through  diftrefs. 
After  one  gentle  reproof,  it  was  filled  with 
copious  complaints  againft  the  hard  ne- 
ecffity  which  impofed  a  ftparation,  and 
with  protcftations  of  inviolable  regard. 
To  thcfe  fond  ebullitions  of  love,  Mifs 
Dudley  fubjoined  a  foftened  narrative  of 
the  events  which  had  led  to  the  prohibi- 
tion; and  (he  urged  Mifs  Milton,  by  all 
her  regard  for  her  Marianne's  future  peace, 
not  to  attempt  to  ciifpute  its  validity. 

I  will  infert  Mrs*  Clermont's  letter  to 
her  hufband— 

<c  I  have  complied  with  your  injunctions, 
and  have  given  up  for  you  the  friend 
whofc  affe&ion  conftitutcd  my  chief 
felicity  for  fourteen  years :  a  friend 
whofe  only  fault  was  indifcrcet  partiality 
for  me  !  In  doing  this,  I  have  torn  from 
my  heart  its  deareft  object,  yourlelf  alone 
excepted.  My  regret  cannot  be  di/^uifcd, 

nor 
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nor  will  it  yield  to  time.  Your  renewed 
and  uniform  tendernefs  can  alone  recom- 
pence  me,  for  the  facrifice  you  have  en- 
joined. Return,  my  Edward,  immedi- 
ately, and  fave  your  once  beloved  Mari- 
anne from  finking  under  the  weight  of 
her  forrows." 

Mr.  Dudley  did  not  difapprovc  the 
pathetick  fincerity  exprefled  in  this 
letter.  It  had  the  defired  effect.  Mr. 
Clermont  immediately  returned  to  Stan- 
nadine  >  again  entreated  his  lady  to  forget 
the  paft,  and  encouraged  her  to  look  for- 
ward to  future  golden  days,  by  the  gracious 
aflLrance  that  he  would  always  remember 
her  meritorious  compliance. 


CHAP.  XXXII. 

I'be  author's  opinion  of  the  politicks  of  Hymen 
feems  to  be  in  favour  of  a  limited  monarchy. 

THOUGH  the  quarrels  of  the  Cler- 
monts  might,  in  their  violence,  frequency, 
and  fpeedy   termination,  be  juftly   com- 
pared 
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pared   to   the   difpires    of  children,  they 
ci  d    not  end  in  quite  ib  cordial  a  reconci- 
liation.       It     is    perhaps    impcfiiDle     to 
"  pluck   memory   from   her  fear,"  or  to 
"  erafe  a  written  trouble  from  the  brain," 
uhen  the  mind  has  patted  the  firft  ftage 
of  adolcfcence.     Mrs.    Clermont   recol- 
lected that  every  difagreement  had   been 
adjufted  with  increaled  difficulty,  her  ex- 
perience   of    the     pafb    gave     her    buc 
a  melancholy  anticipition  of  the   future, 
and  the  renunciation  of  fo  dear  a  connec- 
tion was  too  p.iinful,  and  im poled   in  too 
authoritative  a  manner,  to  be   cheerfully 
fubmitted   to.       The    fear  of   offending 
taught  her   to  try  to   conceal   her  grief, 
but  her  pallid  cheek  and  iwollen  eyes  the 
next   morning,  plainly  proved  the  night 
had  been  fpent  in  tears. 

Confcious  of  paft  fcverity,  Mr.  Cler- 
mont endeavoured  to  conciliate  his  wife's 
affe&ions,  by  more  marked  attentions  to 
her  father.  He  earneftly  prelTed  him  to 
poftpone  his  intended  journey  to  town, 
to  give  up  all  endeavours  to  recover  his 

fortune, 
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fortune,  and  to  depend  entirely  upon  the 
fteady  friendfhip  with  which  he  would 
cheerfully  ufe  every  effort  to  alleviate  his 
forrows.  Mr.  Dudley's  conduct  in  in- 
fluencing his  daughter's  fubmifiion,  had 
banifhed  from  her  hufband's  mind  a  fuf- 
picion  which  an  expreffion  inMifs  Milton's 
fatal  letter  excited,  and  Mr.  Clermont 
now  felt  gratefully  inclined  to  promote 
the  wifhes  of  a  man,  who  had  gratified 
his. 

"  Make  my  child  happy/'  faid  Mr. 
Dudley,  "  and  you  will  impofc  upon  me 
the  higheft  obligation," 

Mr.  Clermont  threw  his  eyes  upon  the 
ground,  and  with  a  remorfeful  air,  faid, 
it  fhould  in  future  be  his  fludy  to  prove 
how  highly  he  rated  her  compliance. 

"  I  do  not,  Sir,  mean  to  reproach  you, 
or  wholly  to  vindicate  my  daughter;  but 
I  wifh  ftridly  to  caution  you  againft  two 
errors.  Avoid  calling  in  any  pcrfon  to 
witnefs  your  little  domeftick  difputes ; 
a  mediator  in  matrimonial  quarrels  is  more 
likely  to  widen  than  to  heal  the  breach. 

Rather 
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Rather  cni>  c  fagr  -''merit 

a  profound  lerre  for'  .  -v  arc  at  all 
cxpofcd,  cur-  MS  im^crtincnrs  will  publifh 
them  with  added  rircu  ,  and,  how- 

ever paii.ful  thele  circu  nilances  arc  to 
yourfclves,  the  world  vsill  find  in  them 
matter  for  entertainment  and  rid  cule. 

"  Let  me  alf^,  my  dear  Sir,  intreat  you 
to  look  upon  >our  wife's  errors  with  the 
tendered  indulgence.      If  an  action  can 
be  referred  to  two  motives,  kindly   affix 
that  which  is  lead   rcprchenfiblc.     You 
ufed  an  exprefTion  at  the  park,  Mr.  Cicr- 
mont  j  it  was  inconfideratclv   uttered,  yet 
it  rtruek  me  to  the  heart.    You  called  my 
child  ungrateful.      Her  heart  is  devotedly 
y<  urs,  you   may   break  it  by  unkindnefs, 
but  you  cannot  eftrange  it.     She  is  young, 
ir.fxpcrit  ncc  ,    and    romantick,    but   flie 
is  not,  cannot  be  ungrateful.      Ingratitude 
is  the  vice  of  a  narrow,  or  depraved  fouJ, 
it  never  exifts  in  a  warm  impafuoned  dif- 
pofition.      Oh,  Sir,  pardon  my  agination, 
but  the  daugiiter  of  the  exalted  woman 
1  have  long  lamented,  and  fpeedily  hope 

to 
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to  rejoin,  never  could  difgrace  her  mo- 
ther's memory  by  ingratitude  to  an  af- 
fectionate hufband." 

"  Proceed/'  faid  Mr.  Clcrmont. 
"  Your  words  fink  into  my  foul ;  have  you 
more  to  urge  ?" — "  Nothing  I"  replied 
Mr.  Dudley  emphatically,  and  grafping 
him  by  the  hand  ;  "except  that  you  will 
never  fuffer  my  Louifa  to  want  a  pro- 
tector,  or  an  afylum." 

The  ladies  here  entered,  and  Mr,  Cler- 
mont  turned  afidc  to  conceal  the  emotion 
Mr.  Dudley's  folemn  reproof  had  excited. 
The  fond  father  took  this  opportunity  to 
(lip  a  letter  into  Marianne's  hand.  "  I 
had  much  to  fay  to  you,  my  dear  child," 
faid  he,  "  and  it  is  of  too  important  a 
nature  to  be  intruded  to  the  vague  im- 
preffion  converfation  imprints  upon  the 
mind.  Your  worthy  hufband  has  urged 
me  to  refide  with  you  j  his  requeft  is  the 
more  ple:ifmg>  as  k  evidently  proceeds 
from  his  affection  for  you.  If  J  live,  I 
fhali  be  often  with  you  ;  if  not>  confulc 
that  paper,  I  (hall  fpeak  in  ic  when  dead." 

At 
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At  ihtfe  words  his  daughters  burft  into* 
tears.     "  I  muft  go  with  you  to  London, 
Sir/'  faid  Louifa.     «  You   (hall  not  lr  -vc 
me    while   you    indulge    thcfe    afflicting 
forebodings." 

"  My  mind  is  uncommonly  tranquil 
and  ferene,  my  dear  girls,  this  morning. 
I  wonder,  Louifa,  you  do  not  perceive  my 
artifice.  I  >vi(hed  to  make  a  deep  im- 
prcfllon  upon  Marianne's  n/md,  and  ice  I 
have  fucceeded.  Dry  your  eyes,  my 
darlings,,  and  bid  a  cheerful  adieu  to  that 
father  vvhofc  only  remaining  wifh  is,  to 
fee  his  children  happy." 

While  Mrs.  Clermont  threw  herfelf 
into  her  father's  arms  in  an  agony  of 
affection,  the  dignified  Louifa  raifing  her 
mcrk  eyes  to  Heaven  in  a  fiient  ejacula- 
tion, implored  its  beneficent  attention  to 
that  in  tc  re  ft  ing  object,  a  good  man  in 
affliction.  The  air  of  forced  gaiety  which 
Mr.  Dudley  aiTumed  at  prting,  could  n  t 
banifh  the  dtjcdUon  the  folemnity  of  his 
IV.ons  had  infpirrd.  His  daitghrers 
foilovvtd  him  \\ijri  thtir  eyes  as  lor 

ibler 
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poffible,    and  then    filently    withdrew    to 
their  refpecYive  apartments. 

I  fhall   conclude    this    chapter   with   a 
copy  of  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Clermont. 

<  Before  I  leave  my   Marianne,  happy, 

*  I  truftx  in  the  recovered  affections  of  her 

*  hufband,  I   will  give   her  my  promifed 
'  opinion,  refpecling  a    fubjed   to  whicd 
c  I  thought  her  yefterday  too  much  agitated 
'  to  attend. 

<  You  afked  me  if  the  name  of  wife 

*  and   friend  are  incompatible  :    certainly 

*  not.       They  are  titles  which  mutually 
'reflect  luftre  upori  each  other;     and  I 

*  have  ever  confidered  that  young  woman 
c  as  particularly  fortunate,  who  had  fccured 
'  the  efteem  of  fome  difcreet  matron,  and 

*  regulated   her  conduct  by  the  dictates  of 
6  experience.       I    mud,  however,   repeat 
c  that  a   wife  mould   retain  no  connections 

*  which  her  hufband  decidedly  difapproves. 

*  A    prudent   wonun   indeed     will    never 
f  form  any  which  can  give  pain  to   a  rea- 
4  fonable  man.     She  will  chufc  her  friends 

*  with  judgment,    confide    in   them    with 

c  caution, 
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'  caution,  and  love  them  with  fincerinv 
« yet  ftill  with  moderation.  You  may 
<  think  thefe  limitations  cold  and  narrow, 
'  they  arc  fuch  as  you  ought  always  to 
« regard. 

«  Female  frrendfliip,  my  child,  is  often 
'  difgraced  by  a  ridiculous  imitaiion.  Two 

*  rcmantkk  girls   felect  each  other  from 
'  the  general   mafs  of  their  acquaintance 
'  as  fancy  dictates.     They  rclinquifti  the 
« practice    of  acknowledged   virtues,    to 
'indulge    in    a    frivolous  intimacy,   and 
'while  thev  gratify  a  propenfity  for  mere 
'gofllp,     capricious     expectations,     and 
•fantaftick    defifcs,    fuppofe     that     they 
'exhibit  a  model  of  one  of  thofe  angelick 
'  perfections  which  dignify  our  natures. 

'  You  fay  you  have  been  accuftomed 
'to  communicate  every  fcniinicnt  of 
'your  foul  to  your  dear  Hizn,  and  you 

*  think,  while   fo  doing,  you  were  .;t  lea(t 
4  innocently   employed.        Time   w-as    not 

*  given   us   to   be  idled    away;  has     any 
c  moral  or  mental    improvement  -rcfulted 
'  trom  this  corre.pondci.ce  ?       Your  heart 
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*is  good,  your  underftanding  not  con- 
« tcmptible  j  yet  could  you  without  con- 
«fufion  fee  thofe  fentiments  publickly 
'  divulged,  of  which  you  have  made  her 
€  the  unreferved  depolitory.  Has  not  the 

<  define  of  having  fomewhat  to  commu- 
« nicate,  induced  you  to  form  a  precipi- 
tate judgment,    and    to   utter  opinions 

<  which  you  afterwards  wiihed  to  retract  ? 

<  Have  not  the  commendations  and  tender 
'exprefiions  you  have  been   ufed  to  re- 
c  echo  to  each  other,  vitiated  your  affec- 
4  tions,  and  rendered  you  lefs  fenfible  of 
c  the   tempered   but  uniform  attachment 
1  of  your  other  connections  ? 

*  But  fuppofing  this  perverfion  of  time 

*  pardonable  in  early  youth,  it  can  no  longer 

<  be  excufable  5  and  had  not  Mr.  Clermont's 

*  difapprobation  fuddenly  obliged  you  to 

<  terminate    your  connection    with   Mifs 
€  Milton,    I    fliould   have    thought    that 

*  your  fenfe  of  the  higher  duties  to  which 

*  you  are  called,  would   have  convinced 
c  you   of   the   neceffhy  of  appropriating 

*  lefs  time  to    multiplied  expreffions    of 

'  unmean- 
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<  unmeaning  tendtrnefs.     You  are  a  wife, 

*  my  love  ;    you  will,  I   hope,  foon  be  a 
f  mother  ;     you    are    the   miftrefs   of  a 
c  family  ;    you  are  a  pcrfon  of  fortune  ; 
«  you  have  had  a  liberal  education.     What 
'  an  extenfive  fcope  of  a&ion   do   thefe 
c  characters  imply  !      Go,   Marianne,  and 
c  thank  that  Providence,  who  has  placed 
«  you  in  a  capacity  to  employ  every  por- 

*  tion  of  your  time  in  important  occupa- 
€  lions,  and  to  exercifc  the  nobleft  feelings 

*  of  the  human  heart. 

'Do  not  droop  with  vain  regret,  be- 
c  caufe  Mr.  Clermont  appears  lels  fault- 
'lefs  than  your  enthufiaftick  imagination 
'  once  fuppofcd.  Do  not  arraign  the 
c  difpcnfations  of  Heaven,  becaufe  you 
c  arc  not  wholly  exempt  from  the  common 
'ills  incident  to  humanity.  Inftead  of 
'  indulging  a  foolim  curic-fity  refpecYing 
€  your  hufband's  conduct,  fix  your  atten- 
'  tion  upon  your  own.  Do  not  regard 
'  what  the  idle  and  malevolent  fay  of  you, 
«  or  him  :  you  will  both  be  implcaded  at 
*a  -different  audit.  Go,  and  comfort 

c  thofc 
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*  thofe   who  drain  the  dregs  of  that  cup 

*  of   forrow,    of    which    you    have    but 

*  (lightly   tailed.        Go,  and  relieve   the 
•*  wants   of  poverty,   fmooth  the  bed   of 
<  fickncfs,  alleviate  the   anguifh  of  incu- 

*  rable  grief,  diffipate  the  gloom  of  igno- 
•*  ranee,  and,  if  poffible,  limit  the  ravages 
c  of  vice.       Rife  to  the  noble  tafk    for 

*  which   you  were  called  into  exiftence. 
e  You     cannot   want  employment    when 
c  you  have  to  prepare  youfelf  for  eternity. 
x  You  cannot  be  wretched  while  you  can 

*  make  your  frllow-creaturcs  happy. 

<  Adieu,  my  Marianne,  refpedl  your 
4  hufband's  virtues,  and  divert  your  atten- 
•«  tion  from  his  failings.  Love  your  fitter, 
'  (he  deferves  your  confidence  and  efteem. 

*  Her  trials  have  been  fingular,  but  they 

*  have  rendered    her  merit  more  confpi- 
c  cuous.      Once  more  farewell,  my  child  ; 

*  if  I   mould  not   again  fee  you   in   this 

*  world,  give  yourielf  to  my  arms,  and 

*  to  the  arms  of  your  fainted  mother,  as 
<  an   angel  of  light,   in  a  purer  (late  of 
* exiftence. 

c  RICHARD    DUDLEY.' 
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CHAP.  XXXIII. 

fbc  difcerning  Reader  may  dif cover fymptoms 
ef  approaching  events,  of  the  painful  kind. 

X*  OR  fome  time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont  appeared  to  have  derived  confider- 
able  advantage  from  the  precepts  they  had 
received,  and  their  whole  behaviour  pro- 
mifed  a  perfect  renewal  of  harmony  and 
happincfs.  He  divided  his  time  judicioufly 
between  the  claims  of  focial  life,  and  the 
elegant  amufements  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached; and  /lie  turning  her  attention  to 
the  active  engagements  of  benevolence 
and  domcftick  management,  foon  made  a 
confiderable  proficiency,  being  afilfted  in 
her  progrefs  by  her  fitter,  who  was  an 
adept  in  the  practice  of  the  retired  vir- 
tues. 

Chriftmas  is  a  feafon  peculiarly  adapted 
to  the  purpofes  of  hofpitality,  and  whilft 
the  Clermonts  liberally  fupplied  the  wants 
of  their  indigent  neighbours,  they  did  not 
negkcl  thofc  inferiour  but  not  unimport- 
ant 
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ant  claims,  which  the  laws  of  fociety  re- 
quire. Notwithstanding  their  difappoint- 
ment  on  a  former  occafion,  the  furround-* 
ing  country  were  invited  to  an  elegant  en- 
tertainmtrnt;  and  as  the  hope  of  the  in* 
viters,  refpefting  giving  pleafure  and  ac- 
quiring popularity,  was  not  fo  fanguine  as 
before,  their  humble  views  were  more 
fully  gratified.  Indeed  they  feemed  to 
conciliate  the  affections  of  their  neigh- 
bours, by  not  attempting  any  extraordi- 
nary degree  of  fplendour  or  novelty ;  for 
we  always  reluctantly  pay  the  applaufe 
demanded  cf  us  by  that  merit  which  is 
avowedly  fuperiour,  or  that  excellence 
which  is  confcious  of  its  own  defert. 

This  flattering  profpect  was  interrupted 
by  the  illnefs  of  Lord  Clermont.  He  had 
been  for  fome  weeks  at  Bath,  indifpofed 
by  an  hereditary  gout;  and  at  length  grew 
fo  alarmingly  ill,  as  to  render  his  ton's 
prefence  neceffary.  It  was  Mr.  Clermont's 
wifh,  that  his  Marianne  (hould  accompany 
him,  but  me,  unufed  to  publick  fcenes, 
fond  of  retirement,  difgufted  with  fociety, 

VOL.  ir.  c  and 
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and  attached  to  the  habits  (he  had  lately 
adopted,  preferred  remaining  at  Stanna- 
dinej  till  her  fitter  ftrongly  urged  the 
danger  of  rifking  her  newly-recovered 
happinefs,  by  appearing  indifferent  to  her 
hulband's  defire  of  her  fociety. 

Another  motive  influenced  Louifa  to 
give  this  advice.  Though  Mr.  Dudley 
had  prudently  concealed  his  obfervations 
from  Marianne,  he  had  imparted  to  his 
tlder  daughter  his  apprehenfion  of  fome 
latent  malignity  in  Lady  Clermont;  and 
intreated  her  occafionally  to  guard  her 
filter  againft  the  machinations  of  envy  and 
revenge.  Mifs  Dudley,  confiding  in  the 
rectitude  of  Marianne's  heart,  and  the 
innocence  of  her  conduct,  fuppofcd  her 
prefencc  would  mod  effectually  filence 
calumny,  and  defeat  cunning.  This  opi- 
nion was  theoretically  right,  but  it  argued 
little  knowledge  of  the  world,  or,"  to  ufc  a 
more  appropriate  and  lefs  hackneyed 
phrafe,  of  extreme  human  depravity  3  for 
I  am  perfuaded  that  real  malevolence  is 
not  fo  common,  as  miftake,  prejudice, 

and 
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and  a  cenforious  habit.  This  lad,  the  bufy 
daughter  of  Idlenefs  and  Vanity,  does 
an  infinitude  of  mifchief,  with  no  worfc 
defign  than  amufing  itfelf,  and  fhewing  its 
own  importance.  It  is  the  cc  fool  who 
toffcs  about  firebrands  in  fport." 

The  motive  that  hurried  the  Cler- 
monts  to  Bath,  precluding  Mifs  Dudley 
from  accompanying  them;  fhe  returned 
to  Seatondell,  and  there  had  leifure  to 
moralize  upon  the  incidents  of  her  filler's 
hiftory.  From  it  fhe  deduced  another 
proof  to  illuftrate  thefe  important  truths, 
that  happinefs  is  distributed  with  a  much, 
evener  hand  than  a  curfory  obferver  would 
fuppofe ;  and  that  its  true  feat  is  in  the 
foul,  which,  when  well  difpofed,  can  hum- 
bly imitate  its  great  Author,  and  create  a 
Paradife  in  a  defert. 

Recollecting  the  high  expectations  her 
fitter  had  formed,  and  her  father's  unre- 
garded predictions  that  they  would  be 
difappointed,  the  Trojan  prophetefs  came 
into  her  mind,  and  me  compofed  the  fol- 
lowing 

c  2  SONNET. 
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SONNET. 

Her  hair  dimevel'd,  and  her  robe  unty'd, 
Caffandra  ruQi'd  amongft  the  feftal  train, 
What  time  young  Paris  fang  his  nuptial  ilrain, 
And  led  to  Priam'*  roof  the  Spartan  bride : 
Of  certain  woes  that  mud  that  crime  betide. 
The  holy  virgin  prophefied  in  vain  ; 
Her  warning  voice  could  no  attention  gain 
Till  Pyrrhus  levell'd  Ilium's  tow 'ring  pride. 
Ah  !  in  the  horrors  of  that  night  aghaft, 
What  Quicks,  prophetickmaid,  thytruthdcclar'd! 
And  thuj  when  youth  beholds  Misfortune's  blaft 

O'erturn  the  fairy  bow'rs  by  Fancy  rear'd, 
Too  late  it  mufes  on  the  precepts  fage 
.  Of  cool  experience,  and  predictive  age. 

» 

The  letters  Mifs  Dudley  received  from 
London  informed  her,  that  Mr.  Tonncreau 
had  diflipated  his  whole  fortune,  previous 
to  his  being  taken  intoxiuftody ;  the  credi- 
tors, therefore,  could  propofc  no  other  end 
in  profccuting  him  for  having  concealed 
part  of  his  effects,  than  that  of  bringing  a 
villain  to  punifhment.  Mr.  Dudley  ftarted 
another  hope,  which  appeared  more  than 
a  phantom.  The  particular  (hip  in  which 
bis  property  was  embarked,  inflead  of 

having 
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having  been  captured  with  the  reft  of  the 
fleet,  had  efcaped  into  a  neutral  port  in 
Spanifh  America;  the  Government  of 
which  had  ordered  the  cargo  to  be  con- 
fifcated,  under  the  pretence  of  its  being 
defigned  for  contraband  trade ;  but  in  re- 
ality, from  the  fufpicious  fpirit  with  which 
the  Spaniards  conduct  their  colonial  af- 
fairs, and  their  jealoufy  of  the  commercial 
importance  of  England.  Here  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  friendihip  promifed  a  moft  fortunate 
interposition  ;  he  was  luckily  very  intimate 
with  the  Spanifh  AmbafTador,  and  through 
his  means  a  ftrong  memorial  was  forward- 
ed to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  dating  the 
injustice  of  the  tranfadion,  and  demand- 
ing reftltution.  Lirtle  doubt  was  enter- 
tained of  that  illuftrious  fynod's  deciding 
with  equity,  and  the  only  difagreeable 
circumftance  would  be,  the  obliging  Mr. 
Dudley  to  take  a  voyage  to  Spain.  The 
fond  father  concluded,  exulting  in  the 
hope,  that  he  fhould  at  laft  be  able  to  re- 
ward the  exemplary  virtue  of  his  child. 

G  3  Louifa's 
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Louifa's  heart  experiejced  a  fcnfatior> 
very  different  from  pleafure,  at  the  appre- 
hcnfion  of  what  her  father's  declining 
health  might  fuffer  from  a  fea-voyage. 
In  her  anfwcr  (he  begged  him  to  abandon 
a  projeft  which  Hie  knew  he  formed  prin- 
cipally with  a  view  to  her  emolument. 
Her  dtfire,  (he  informed  him,  centered  in 
her  dear  little  farm,  which,  even  at  that 
early  period  of  fpring,  wore  a  promifing 
appearance.  The  crops  looked  vigor- 
ous, the  plantations  were  healthy,  and  the 
houfc  was  fo  conficlerably  improved  by 
the  little  fums  which  had  bem  expended 
upon  if,  as  to  appear  quire  a  chear- 
ful  habitation.  '*  My  gatden/'  faid 
{he,  "is  now  decorarcd  with  a  pfofufion 
of  vernal  flowers,  the  germs  of  the  lilack 
are  burfting  j  and  my  morning  walks  arc 
enlivened  v\ith  the  carol  of  bircU,  and 
the  bufy  hum  of  bees.  I  look  forward 
to  the  approach  of  May  with  lover-like 
expectations,  and  have  indeed  foliated 
the  agreeable  goddefs  to  haften  her  ap- 
proach, in  the  following  addrcfs : 
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SONNET  <TO   MAY. 

Come,  May,  attir'd  in  fplendorall  thy  own ; 

Enchuntrefs,  come  !  re-animate  tiie  grove, 
Hang  on  the  buoyant  breeze,  thy  floating  throne, 

And  wake  the  fong  of  univerfal  loVe  : 
The  fprouting  herbage  for  thy  mandate  (lays, 

Long  nipp'd  and  (hrivelM  by  protracted  cold  ; 
fc  And  the  fwoln  corn  (till  fearfully  delays, 

Till  thou  fhalt  bid  the  tender  blade  unfold. 
The  fhiv'ring  Naids,  who  defpairing  fled, 

When  rude  Aquarius  reared  his  icy  pale, 
Lead  back  their  fountains  to  their  wonted  bed, 

Prepar'd  to  murmur  through  the  graiTy  vale  ; 
The  fair-hairM  graces,  and  Idalian  boy, 
Await  thy  call  to  lead  the  dance  of  rural  joy. 

"  Your  prefenceriBy dear  father,  will  add 
to  all  the  beauties  which  the  feafonpromifes, 
a  charm  in  which  they  are  deficient :  I 
mean  that  of  fociety.  Poor  Waldon  re- 
grets your  abfence  almoft  as  much  as  my- 
fclf  5  he  vifits  me  very  frequently.  I  be- 
lieve we  entertain  our  neighbours  -,  but  in 
defiance  offcandal,  I  always  tell  him  that 
I  am  glad  to  fee  him  ;  and  have  juft  per- 
fuaded  him  to  teach  me  backgammon. 
Sometimes  I  divert  him  by  mufick  and 
Q  4,  finging  ^ 
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finging  5  yet  I  will  own  our  tete-a-tctes 
have  a  famcnefs  in  them,'  which  I  be- 
lieve proceeds  from  the  recolkcYion  of 
more  agreeable  trios.  Dear  Sir,  return 
to  Seatondell,  I  need  no  Spanifh  dollars 
to  make  me  happy. 

"  If  your  refolution  is  too  far  fixed  to 
yield  to  my  intreatics,  you  muft  allow 
me  to  be  equally  tenacious  of  my  deter~ 
mination  of  accompanying  you.  My 
fear  of  the  fea  cannot  deter  me  from 
fulfilling  the  duty  which  I  owe  you. 
Do  not  conteft  this  point  with  me,  I 
claim  it  as  a  right  due  to  the  affection 
of  your  ever-grateful  daughter, 

"LOUISA    DUDLEY." 


CHAP.   XXXIV. 

Mr s.  Prudentia  further  developes  a  cba- 
rafter  of  extreme  malevolence^  but  witbo  ut 
copying  the  likenejsfrom  her  ownfijterbood. 

1  HE  order  of  my   narrative   con- 
me  b  ack  to  Marianne's  hiftory. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clermonr,  on  his  arrival  at  Bath, 
found  his  father  confiJerably  recovered 
from  his  alarming  indifpofition,  to  the 
extreme  mortification  of  Lady  Clermont, 
who  flattered  herfelf  that  fhe  fhould  be 
fpeedily  releafed  from  the  hateful  yoke 
of  unhappy  marriage.  The  natural  dif- 
agreeablenefs  of  her  temper,  completely 
loured  by  contemptuous  treatment,  and 
now  galled  by  dij "appointment ,  in  fpite  of 
the  afTumed  fuavity  of"  politenefs,  impreff- 
ed  upon  her  peevifh  countenance  the 
wretchednefs  of  her  hearr.  The  youth, 
beauty,  and  fweetnefs  of  Marianne,  had 
at  firft  excited  in  her  mind  the  baleful 
paflion  of  envy.  Her  tender  affections 
had  never  been  poured  into  the  bofom  of 
her  family  -,  Ihc  was  ftill  in  the  prime  of 
life,  and  unwilling  to  renounce  the  falfe 
fadsfadion  fhe  received  from  liftening  to 
the  Syren  fang  of  adulation.  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont muft  now  of  neceffity  be  introduced 
into  that  pare  of  the  great  world  which 
the  frafon  had  convened  at  Bath.  Her 
Lady  (hip  expected  to  find  her  a  powerful 
G  5  rival  $ 
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rival  j  but  when  Marianne  firft  vifued  the 
rooms,  her  beauty  excited  an  atrention 
far  exceeding  tboje  expectations.  Unfor- 
tunately the  lovely  reclufe  became  quite 
the  fafhion  j  her  fimplicity  and  naivete 
increafed  her  elegance ;  and  her  modcfty 
and  diffidence  had  all  the  charm  of  novelty, 
in  the  circle  to  which  fhe  was  introduced. 
The  town  rung  with,  "  did  you  ever  fee 
fo  lovely  a  creature  ?  How  aftonifhing 
fhe  did  not  come  out  fooner."  The  com- 
pliments and  attention  paid  to  Lady 
Clermont's  rank  were  cold  and  faint, 
and  rendered  the  admiration  which  youth 
and  beauty  attracted  ftill  more  apparent. 

There  was  befides  another  motive  to 
excite  envy  and  hatred  in  her  Ladyfhip's 
bread  \  Marianne  appeared  to  have  re- 
covered the  heart  of  her  hufband  j  their 
behaviour  to  each  other,  though  not 
dillioguifhed  by  the  unremitting  afilduity 
of  fond  lovers,  was  indicative  of  com- 
placence and  mutual  affection.  Sometimes 
*  fofc  melancholy  appeared  in  her  coun- 
tenance, but  it  was  fo  tempered  with 

fweetnefs, 


A   GOSSIP'S   STORY.  147 

fweetnefs,  that,,  inftead  of  offending,  it 
feemed  to  charm  Mr.  Clermont,  and  to 
engage  him  to  a  more  ftudioufly  tender 
attention,  in  hopes  of  difpelling  the  meek, 
placid  dejection. 

Lady  Clermont  was  both  wretched  and 
difagreeable  herftlf,  and  every  perfon 
who  appeared  amiable  and  happy,  was  to 
her  an  object  of  difguft.  The  mild  lur>re 
of  wedded  love,  which  fhe  now  every 
day  beheld,  increafed,  by  the  power  of 
contraft,  the  gloom  of  her  own  mifery. 
She  determined  to  endeavour  to  interrupt 
the  happinefs  (lie  could  not  mare,  and 
reconciled  herfelf  to  the  diabolical  defign, 
by  overlooking  Marianne's  merits^  and 
aggravating  her  faults.  She  refolded  to 
think  her  a  weak,  yet  cunning  girl ;  fhe 
termed  her  refinement  and  fenfibility,, 
affectation  5  her  tendernefs,  hypocrify  ;  and 
fhe  pretended  to  pity  her  fon,  for  having 
been  duped  by  fuch  an  inferior  character. 

Meanwhile    Mrs.  Clermont's    conduct, 

though    not  free  from   indifcrerion,    was 

amiable  and  intentionally  right.     Inftead 

of  being  captivated  by  the  noiie  and  glare 

c  6  of 
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of  fafhionable  life,  fhe  fcemecl  difgufled  and 
confounded.       The  voice  of  admiration 
which  every  where  purfued  her,  did  not  ex- 
cite even  a  momentary  fatisfaftion.   Inftead 
of  being  enchanted  with  the   attention  of 
the    fine   gentlemen    who   followed   her, 
fhe  attached   criminality   to  what   others 
termed   innocent  gallantry  ;    and  by  the 
ruftick  morality  of  her  notions  foon  offend- 
ed ail  her    Cecifbeos.     In    her  opinion, 
every  deviation   from  the  ftridl  rules  of 
virtue  and  delicacy  funk  a  character  into 
the  lowed  pit  of  infamy  ;  had  fhe  confined 
this  fentimcnt  to  her  own  bread,  it  would 
only  have  had  the  falutary  effect  of  regu- 
lating her  own  conduct  ;  but  Mrs.  Cler- 
mont  was  one  of  thofe  who  think  aloud, 
and    (he    was  remarkably    injudicious   in 
the  choice  of  thofe  perfons  to  whom  fhc 
imparted   her  opinions.      If  their  beha- 
viour  was  decent,    and    ihe    had   never 
heard   any    harm  of  tucm,    fhc  candidly 
concluded  that  their  hearts  were  as  inno- 
cent and  undefigning  as  her  own ;    and 
that   their    fentimcnts    muft    correfpond. 
She  had  feen  too  little  of  the   world  to 

know 
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know  that  propriety  of  manner  is  often 
affumed  by  profligacy,  and  that  many 
characters  are  infamous  which  have  not 
been  expofed  to  publick  notoriety.  Indeed 
fhe  was  unacquainted  with  the  private 
hiftory  and  connections  of.  the  great 
world ;  and  one  day  in  the  pump-room 
exclaimed  againfl  the  folly  and  wicked- 
nefs  of  ufmg  cofmeticks,  to  a  faded 
ghoft  of  beauty,  who  was  juft  arrived 
from  the  Hot- Wells,  where  fhe  had  been 
endeavouring  to  repair  the  ravages  which 
paint  had  made  in  her  conftitution. 
Another  time,  Mrs.  Ciermont  left  off  , 
dancing,  to  proteft  againft  the  fhameful 
effrontery  with  which  a  married  Lady 
who  flood  near  her,  encouraged  the 
advances  of  her  partner.  Her  indigna- 
tion was  proper,  but  the  perfon  to  whom 
(he  vented  it  was  a  celebrated  -demirep, 
who  had  been  feparated  from  her  hufband 
for  more  than  doubtful  gallantry  :  though, 
as  fhe  was  a  woman  of  high  rank,  the 
world  chofe  to  be  charitable,  and  ftill 
admitted  her  into  fociety.  But  Mrs. 

Ckrmont 
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Clermont  committed  a  ftili  more  pointed 
error,  upon  being  invited  to  play  at  gold 
Loo,  whtn  fbe  p<  fitivrly  aflured  a  peercfs 
who  had  juft  ruined  her  lord  at  Pharo, 
that  nothing  fhould  ever  induce  her  to 
efigage  in  the  infamous  habit  of  gaming, 
which  fiie  thought  not  only  foolifh  and 
extravagant,  but  indelicate  and  immoral. 

Lady  Clermont  beheld  her  daughter- 
in-law's  mifiakes  with  pleafure,  hoping 
that  they  would  have  die  effr&  of  termi- 
nating her  popularity.  Nor  was  fhe  dif- 
appointed.  Some  hated  the  fair  reprover, 
from  the  idea  that  (he  intended  to  affront 
them.  Others  defpifcd  her  as  a  fool, 
becaufe  fhe  was  ignornat  of  what  every 
body  elfe  knew.  The  mod  candid  con- 
fidered  her  as  an  impertinent  moralifr, 
and  every  body  was  ready,  at  lead,  to 
bear  tales  to  her  difadvantage. 

I  (hall  hazard  a  bold  conjecture,  yet  I 
am  inclined  to  affirm,  that  the  genius  of 
gofliping  has  as  many  worfhippers  in  the 
refined  circles  of  high  life,  as  evert  in 
the  environs  of  Danbury.  They  indeed 

afiume 
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afTume  a  more  poliihed  appearance,  and 
fpeak  out  of  a  courtly  vocabulary  $  but 
their  idol  is  dill  the  offspring  of  vanity  and 
idlenefs,  and  their  purfuits  and  pleafures 
are  eventually  the  fame. 

Amongft  the  company  which  the  feafon 
had  fummoned  to  Bath,  Mr.  Clermont 
had  the  pleafure  to  recognize  his  friend 
Aubrey.  That  young  gentleman  really 
pofTeffcd  a  good  heart,  joined  to  an  agree- 
able  originality  of  manner*  He  was 
delighted  to  find  that  the  thoughtlefs  im- 
propriety of  his  behaviour  at  Stannadine, 
had  not  cffentially  injured  his  friend's 
happinefs,  and  he  was  impatient  to  obtain 
Mrs.  Clermont's  full  forgiventfs  3  for  he 
fmcerely  admired  both  her  perfon  and 
characler.  Marianne  was  placable  in 
her  difpofition,  (be  fch  a  predilection  for 
her  hulband's  mod  intimate  friend,  which 
might  be  efteemedan  implied  compliment 
to  his  tafte,  and  me  found  Mr.  Aubrey 
a  man  of  good  fenfe  and  information, 
qualities  not  always  difcernable  in  modern 
men  of  the  world.  Nothing  could  be 

purer 
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purer  than  her  heart,  or  more    innocent 
than    her    conduct ;    but  even  difcrction 
will  not  always  preferve  us  from  calumny. 
An    invidious    whifper,    firft  invented  by 
the  watchful   malice  of    Lady  Clermont, 
was  rapidly  circulated  by  that  pefti&rous 
humour    of    detraction,   againfl    which    I 
will  ever  dart  my  lance  with  true  Quixote 
fervour,    until  I   have   bini/hed    it  from 
f  citty.      The  fuccefs   of  my   warfare   is 
at  bed  but  problematical ;  yet  furely  the 
hudable  defign   merits    approbation.       I 
am  convinced  its  accomplishment  would 
prove   a  greater  blcfling  to  fociety,  than 
mod  of  the  projects  of  reform  fuggefted 
by  modern  patriots  and  philofophers. 

To  return  from  my  digrcflion  j  detrac- 
tion was  not  the  only  engine  employed 
by  Lady  Clermont  againfl  her  daughter's 
peace  :  the  reader  will  remember  that  I 
fome  time  ago  Itfr  Mrs.  Patty  bufily  em- 
ployed in  an  unfuccefsful  endeavour  to 
dilcover  her  mailer's  faults.  She  had 
been  lately  thrown  into  the  (hade  ;  for 
Mifs  Dudley,  during  her  vifu  at  Stanna- 
3  dine, 
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dine,  had  argued  fo  forcibly  againft  the 
folly  and  danger  of  low  confidents,  that 
a  vifible  alteration  took  place  in  Mrs. 
Clermont's  behaviour.  Our  redoubted 
Abigail  was  piqued  at  the  change,  and  de- 
termined to  recover  her  miftrefs's  favour; 
eveo  if  it  was  at  the  expence  of  her  repofe. 

Chance  promoted  her  defign  by  a 
common  incident.  A  violent  fracas  took 
place  between  herfelf  and  Mrs.  Bonjou, 
Lady  Clermont's  waiting- woman  ;  on  pre- 
cedency, beauty,  and  confequence.  On 
the  laft  head  Patty  urged,  that  her  lady 
had  never  treated  her  like  a  common 
fervant  5  that  fhe  told  her  all  her  fecrets, 
and  whenever  a  quarrel  took  place  between 
her  mafter  and  her  lady,  (he  was  the  firft 
perfon  informed  of  it.  She  added, 
(he  could  fay  a  great  deal  more  if  fhe 
chofe  it  3  but  that  her  lady  knew  her 
prudence,  or  fhe  never  would  have  given 
her  the  commiffions  flie  had  done. 

Highly  as  Patty  thought  of  her  own 
underftanding,  fhe  had  to  encounter  peo- 
ple of  fuj.erior  art.  Mrs.  Bonjou  flew 

to 
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to  her  lady,  whofe  faturnine  features  re- 
laxed with  pleafure  at  the  intelligence. 
Recovering  from  a  hearty  laugh,  a  luxury 
fhe  did  not  often  enjoy,  "  Well,  Ronjou," 
faid  (he,  "  I  defire  you  will  henceforth 
honour  Mrs.  Patty's  confcquence  with 
proper  treatment,  or,  as  fhe  is  her  miftrcfs's 
particular  friend,  I  may  chance  to  be 
implicated  in  your  quarrels.  But  ferioufly 
I  cannot  think  Mrs.  Clermont  quite  fo 
great  a  fool ;  fuppofe  you  try.  Get  ac- 
quainted with  this  prodigy  of  prudence, 
and  bore  her  with  fome  flory,  no  matter 
what.  We  fhall  fee  if  it  circulates,  and  if 
it  does,  I  will  make  it  a  means  to  deter  my 
fon's  wife  from  difgracing  herfelf  by  fuch 
rcfpeftable  attachments." 

Mrs.  Bonjou  understood  her  office. 
She  made  a  conciliatory  apology  to  Patty, 
and  they  became  fworn  friends.  In  the 
courfe  of  their  intimacy,  the  latter  divulged 
every  family  fccret  which  fac  either  knew 
or  fufpc&edj  and  Mrs.  Borjou  was  ex- 
tremely forry  for  the  pretty  young  crea- 
ture, for  fhe  knew  her  young  Lord  never 

deferved 
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defer  ved  her.  <f  Vat  you  think/*  faid  {he, 
"  he  go  to  Monfieur  Aubrey  for  love, 
fo  often.  Oh  no,  all  (ham.  He  do  noc 
go  to  fee  Monfieur  Aubrey,  but  one  fad 
diable  woman,  little  way  off;  and  then 
fays  he  goes  there/' 

Patty*  haftened  to  communicate  this 
terrible  intelligence.  She  found  her 
miftrefs  in  her  dreffing  room,  waiting  for 
Lady  Clermont's  fummons  to  attend  her 
to  the  rooms.  There  was  an  unufual 
degree  of  fprightlinefs  in  her  manner, 
and  a  placid  fmile  upon  her  countenance, 
which  few  people  would  have  chofen  to 
difturb.  Patty's  prefatory  affurance  that 
(he  had  fomething  very  important  to  fay, 
interrupted  this  happy  calm  5  and  ere  her 
tale  was  finifhed,  a  death-like  palenefs 
fiole  over  every  feature.  At  this  inftant 
Lady  Clermont  entered  ;  <c  The  carriage, 
my  dear,  waits/*  faid  (he,  and  without 
appearing  to  perceive  that  Marianne's 
trembling  iimbs  could  fcarce  fupport  her, 
hurried  her  into  the  chariot  with  officious 
attention. 
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CHAP.   XXXV. 

Innocence  and  fimflicity  are  infufficient 
guards  againft  malignity  and  detraction  9 
unlefs  accompanied  by  difcretion. 


Clermont,  though  not  na- 
turally of  a  communicative  difpofition, 
happened  this  evening  to  be  unufually 
converfible.  She  indulged  herfclf  in  a 
number  of  bright  Tallies,  and  finding  them 
not  honoured  with  proper  attention,  de- 
fcanted  in  praife  of  checrfulnefs,  which  (he 
defined  to  be  an  infallible  fign  of  a  good 
heart,  and  a  contented  mind. 

During  her  Ladyfhip's  harangue,  the 
affiidcd  Marianne  fat  almoft  devoid  of  ut- 
terance or  recollection.  Thought  follow- 
ed thought,  in  agonizing  fucceffion,  but 
none  of  them  tended  to  organize  the  chaos 
in  her  foul.  The  carnage  at  length  (lop- 
ped, and  they  proceeded  to  the  ball  room, 
where  Mrs.  Clermont  declining  every  in- 
vitation to  dancing  or  cards,  retired  into 

an 
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an  obfcure  corner,  and,  abforbed  in  her 
own  Giftrtfb,  remained  infcnfible  to  the  gay 
fcene  around  her. 

Roufed  from  this  reverie  by  the  voice 
of  Mr.  Aubrey,  fhe  darted,  looked  round 
with  apprehenfion,  and  felt  in  his  unex- 
pedted    appearance   the    confirmation   of 
all  her  fears :  for  Mr.  Clermont  had  de- 
clined accompanying  her  that  evening,  on 
the  pretext  of  a  pre-engagement  to  dine 
with  his  friend.     She  enquired  after  her 
hufband,  with  an  eagernefs  for  which  Au- 
brey could  as  little  account,  as  for  the  me- 
lancholy pofition  in  which  (he  was  fitting 
when  he  firft  accofted  her.     He  attempt- 
ed to  relieve  her  diftrefs,  by  alluring  her, 
that  ^his  friend  was  perfectly  well  but  two 
hours  ago.    "  Where  is  he  now  ?"  enquir- 
ed  Mrs.  Clermont  with  redoubled  agita- 
tion.    Aubrey  vowed  he  could  not  tell. 
The  party  had  broken  up  (boner  than  was 
intended,  and  he  knew  not  how  Clermonc 
had  difpofed  of  himfelr",  he  believed  to  the 
play,  and  offered  to  go  and  look  for  him. 
"  Have  the  humanity,"  faid  (he,  "  firft 

to 
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to  order  my  carriage;  I  wiil  return  home 
immediately."  He  bepged  fhe  would  let 
him 'go  and  call  Lady  Clermonr,  who  was 
engaged  in  a  party  at  cards.  "  Oh  no  !" 
exclaimed  Marianne ;  "  her  prcfc-nce  wiil 
only  be  a  reftraint  upon  me,  and  my  heart 
is  too  full  to  confult  propriety."  He  of- 
fered her  his  arm,  it  was  a  fupport  which 
her  extreme  agitation  rendered  necefiary, 
and  (he  hurried  out  of  the  room,  either 
unconfcious  that  her  behaviour  had  excited 
general  attention,  or  too  much  difordered 
to  regard  it.  The  rival  beauties  whom 
her  fuperior  charms  had  mortified,  and  the 
fpccious  hypocrites  whom  her  unguarded 
remarks  had  tacitly  reproved,  now  joined 
in  exclaiming  againft  "  the  deteded  mo- 
ralift,"  as  they  termed  her.  Her  declin- 
ing Lady  Clermont's  attendance  had  been 
overheard  ;  the  words  (he  ufed  were  ca- 
pable of  an  invidious  conftrucYion,  and 
they  readily  gave  them  that  tendency;  but 
when  it  was  obferved  that  Mr.  Aubrey  was 
not  afterwards  feen  in  the  afiembly  rooms 
that  evening,  they  all  declared  that  can- 
dour 
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dour  itfelf  could  fuppofe  no  other  than 
that  Mr*.  Clermonr  was  criminal ;  farcaf- 
tically  adding,  that  it  was  doubtlcfs  the 
firft  affair  fhc  had  ever  engaged  in,  or  (he 
would  have  managed  her  affignation  kfs 
publickly. 

I  will  however  vindicate  Mrs.  Clermont 
to  my  readers,  and  affure  them  that  fhe 
returned  home  alone,  that  fhe  retired  to 
her  chamber,  declined  Patty's  attendance, 
and  judicioufly  entered  upon  the  tafk  of 
calm  recollection.  She  remembered  her 
father's  invaluable  letter,  and  again  peruf- 
ed  it,  with  a  defign  to  fee  if  any  thing 
he  faid  would  apply  to  the  prefent  emer- 
gency. His  precepts  againft  fufpicioufly 
watching  her  hufband's  conduit,  and  be- 
lieving (or  indeed  liftening  to)  every  idle 
tale  were  in  point,  and  fhe  began  to  think 
that  (lie  had  yielded  to  her  old  infirmity 
of  afflicting  herfelf  upon  flight  grounds, 
and  iuffering  her  pafiions  to  obfcure  her 
judgment.  She  determined  to  difmifs  the 
officious  Patty,  who  (he  perceived  fe- 
dulouQy  employed  herfelf  in  agitating  her 

mind, 


160  A   GOSSIP'S    STORY. 

mind,  an^l  while  Ihc  was  in  this  temper, 
fhe  heard  Mr.  Clermonc's  vr.icc  upon  the 
flairs.  She  flew  to  meet  him  ;  he  anxi- 
oufly  enquired  rcfpedting  the  inciifpofirion 
of  which  Mr.  Aubrey  had  juft  given  him 
a  confufed  and  alarming  accounr.  He 
told  her  that  he  had  hurried  out  of  the 
theatre  the  moment  his  friend  brought 
him  this  intelligence,  and  the  candour 
and  folicitudc  of  his  manner  confirmed 
this  aflurance. 

It  generally  happens  when  a  fufpec"led 
pcrfon  clears  himfelf  in  one  inftance  from 
a  fault  of  which  he  was  accufed,  that  a 
generous  mind  immediately  forgets  its 
former  doubts,  and  inverts  the  acquitted 
perfon  in  the  white  robe  of  unfullied  inno- 
cence. It  proved  fo  in  the  prcfent  in- 
ftance.  The  towering  edifice  of  tragedy 
forrow  which  Mrs.  Clcrmont  had  been  for 
fome  hours  creeling,  fell  to  the  ground. 
He  was  no  longer  treacherous,  falie,  un- 
grateful, but  every  thing  that  was  kind  and 
good  ;  nor  was  (he  a  mifcrablc  forfakcn 
woman,  but  a  credulous  creature  who  had 

behaved 
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behaved  very  ridiculoufly,  for  a  reafon 
which  me  was  afhamed  to  own.  Candid 
and  generous,  (he  confefled  herfelf  exceed- 
ingly to  blame,in  giving  way  to  her  feelings 
from  flight  miftakes  and  mifreprefenta* 
tionsj  me  intreated  Mr.  Clermont  would 
not  require  an  explanation  of  the  pad, 
and  promifed  greater  felf-command  in  fu- 
ture. No  hufband  would  like  to  be  fum- 
moned  in  an  alarming  manner,  from  a 
favourite  diverfion,  to  attend  upon  a  wife's 
whims.  He  felt  difpofed  to  give  a  gentle 
ledture,  which  Hie  was  receiving  with 
meek  contrition,  when  Lady  Ciermonc 
appeared  full  of  anxiety  for  the  dear  crea- 
ture's health,  having  but  that  moment 
heard  of  her  illnefs.  Her  apprehenfions 
on  that  head  being  removed,  fhe  very 
tenderly  blamed  Marianne  for  not  requiring 
her  attendance.  It  was  very  odd>  my  dear, 
in  you,  particularly  in  your  iicuation,  to 
take  Mr.  Aubrey  home  with  you;  you 
ought  to  have  had  a  female  friend.  u  Au- 
brey, Madam  1"  exclaimed  Mr.  Ciermont. 
ic  Aubrey  could  not  go  home  with  her. 
VOL.  ii.  H  He 
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He  faw  her  to  the  chariot,  and  then  came 
in  ftarch  of  me."  "  Indeed  !"  replied 
her  Ladyfhip;  "then  I  beg,  Edward, 
that  you  will  make  that  circumflance 
known.  It  is  Irghly  important  that  it 
fhnild,  I  aflure  you.  I  will  take  care  to 
tell  Lady  Richly  myjelf,  that  the  world 
is  miftaken.  Mr.  Aubrey  did  not  go 
home  with  Mrs.  Clermont." 

So  innocent  was  Marianne's  heart,  that 
fhe  did  not  even  underftand  the  point  of 
this  infmuation,  and    the  next   morning, 
when  Mr.  Aubrey  called  to  enquire  after 
her  health,  fhe  did  not  confidcr  her  being 
alone    in  her  drcfling-room,    a    fufficient 
reafon    to  prevent  her  from    receiving- a' 
vifit    from    her    hufband's    friend.      She 
tven  met  him  with  a  fmile  of  gratitude, 
and  after  afluring  him  that  (he  was  per- 
fectly   recovered,    and  thanking  him  for 
his  attention  the  preceding  evening  j  "  I 
have,"  faid  fhe,  "  two  requefrs  to  make. 
Endeavour  to  forget  how  abfurdly  I  be- 
haved lad  night ;    and  when  you  hear  me 

ceniured 
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cenfured  for  ir,  try  if  poffible  to  invent 
an  excufe  for  me." 

"I  muft  firft  fee  your  abfurdities," 
replied  Aubrey,  "  before  I  can  forget 
them  j  and  as  for  the  cenlures  of  the  idle 
and  the  envious,  it  is  the  tax  which  merit 
muft  always  pay.  I  allure  you  I  mould 
never  have  wifhed  for  the  honour  of  your 
acquaintance,  if  I  had  not  been  told  by 
every  body,  that  you  was  the  ftrangeft  of 
all  ftrarige  beings." 

At  this  inftant  Mr.  Clermont  entered 
the  room.  He  was  juft  returned  from  a 
publick  breakfaft,  where  he  had  heard 
his  wife's  conduct  canvafied  in  an  audible 
whifper.  The  ladies  affirmed  that  me 
muft  be  very  ferioufly  jndifpofed  -,  for  it 
was  evident  fhe  knew  not  what  me  was 
about.  The  gentlemen  affected  to  envy- 
Aubrey  as  a  lucky  fellow,  in  having  the 
honour  to  efcort  the  divine  creature  home. 
Though  thefe  witticifrns  afforded  mirth 
tofbem,  they  were  death  to  Mr.  Clermont's 
peace.  He  conftrued  every  enquiry  after 
his  lady,  which  politenefs  dictated,  into  an 
H  2  oblique 
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obliqnr  afFronu  and  IT.  .Ire  t  u  fi>  nand 
himitlf,  f»t  return*. -I  h  me  in  vt.v  ill 
humour  i  -jn<l  f-jrpiifcd  Mt.  A-:  -u  v  and 
Mrs.  Cleiuv.Pt  engage!  in  wry  l.vfiy 
converfatun,  which  the  gloom  in  his 
manner  lu.^dtnly  tcrmin-ifrd.  Mis  Aubrey 
was  never  before  unwelcome,  nor  did  his 
Marianne's  fmiles  ever  give  torture  to  his 
heart  till  that  moment.  He  retrained 
his  feelings,  but  they  madr  an  indelible 
impreflion  upon  his  mind;  and  Mrs.  Cler- 
inont  might  certainly  refer  the  milery  of 
her  future  life  to  thefe  apparently  trivial 
incidents. 

1  have  described  thefe  circumftances 
with  fome  degree  of  minutenefs,  for 
though  the  tffeft  of  them  did  not  imme- 
diately appear,  or  only  in  a  fmall  degree 
of  fallen  rrfcrve,  they  funk  deep  into  Mr. 
Clermont'b  foul,  and  gradually  produced 
a  total  change  of  character.  I  will  not 
minutely  detail  this  alteration,  but  will 
confine  my  garrulous  humour  to  a  general 
account  of  its  caufcs  and  confequence. 

The 
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The  fpirit  that  took  pofieffion  of  Mr. 
Clermont's  mind,  though  not  ftriclly 
jealoufy,  bore  a  near  affinity  to  that 
"  green-eyed  mo  niter/*  He  was  not 
fo  credulous  as  to  believe  the  calumnies 
of  detraction,  nor  fo  undifcerning  as  not 
to  perceive  his  mother's  malice  :  nor  did 
he  doubt  his  Marianne's  innocence,  or 
even  ones  fufpeft  that  her  gentle  heart 
had  ftrayed  from  its  acknowledged  pof- 
feffor.  He  knew  the  purity  of  her  fou), 
and  the  conftancy  of  her  temper,  but 
this  did  not  acquit  her  of  levity  and  in- 
difcretionj  upon  which  bafis  he  judged 
it  poiribie  that  (lander  and  calumny  had 
eredled  their  fabrick  of  falfehood.  She 
was  herfelf  confcious  of  impropriety,  and 
afhamed  to  difclofe  the  motives  of  her 
behaviour.  She  had  owned  herfelf  to 
have  acted  very  wrong,  and  this  confefllon 
carried  with  it  the  force  of  a  thoufand 
witnefles.  His  thoughts  ran  in  the  fame 
ftrain  of  faftidious  delicacy  with  the  great 
Roman  conqueror.  "  My  wife  muft  not 
H  3  only 
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only   be   free   from  guilt,   but  alfo   from 
fufpicion." 

Early  Jn  life,  before  his  character  was 
rmed,  or  "his  opinions  methodized,  MF. 
Clermont  entered  into  marriage;  with 
vague,  floating  ideas  of  angeiick  goodnefs, 
$nci  confummatc  blifs.  In  proportion  as 
his  romantick  enthufiafm  had  raifed  the 
real  nymph  into  a  goddtfs,  his  cooler, 
but  not  more  accurate  judgment,  as  the 
ift&tuation  of  love  fubfided,  magnified 
her  errors  into  indelible  offences.  He 
faw  her  weaknefs,  timidity,  irrefolution, 
and  imprudence  :  he  forgot  her  gentle- 
nefs,  fweetnefs,  candour,  and  generofity. 
\  army  had  ever  been  intermingled  with 
his  love.  He.  fancied  that  when  he  pro* 
duced  his  idol  to  the  world,  every  heart 
would  acknowledge  its  perfection,  every 
tongue  confcis  his  happinefs  arid  applaud 
his  judgment.  His  Marianne  had  been 
produced  to  the  world.  The  tranfient 
admiration  which  (he  had  at  firft  excited 
had  rather  been  a  tribute  paid  to  her 
beauty  than  to  her  intellectual  endow- 

menti; 
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ments;  it  foon  fubfided,  and  now  her 
condud  was  ridiculed  and  her  character 
defamed.  He  had  not  courage  to  with- 
ftand  "the  world's  dread  laugh,  which 
Jcarce  the  firm  philofopher  can  fcorn." 
His  temper  was  not  naturally  gentle,  it 
had  only  acquired  an  occafional  iuavity 
from  love  5  and  as  love  expired,  it  re- 
lumed its  ufual  tendency.  The  polifhed 
manners  of  the  gentleman  decorated  his 
behaviour  with  the  faint  gilding  of  civi- 
lity, and  foftened  furly  contempt  into 
police  indifference  $  but  affection  was  ex- 
tincly  efteem  did  not  fupply  its  place,  and 
pride  alone  prompted  him  to  give  fome 
degree  of  confequence  to»  the  woman 
whom  he  had  honoured  with  his  name  ; 
\vhtn  he  treated  her  with  occafional  com- 
placency, and  refcued  her  from  his  mo- 
ther's virulent  mail-,  e. 

Mrs.  Clermont  had  adhered  to  her 
refolution  of  difrniliing  Patty,  and  fhe, 
like  mod  confidential  iervants,  ungrate- 
fully revenged  herfclf  upon  her  lady's 
fuppofed  unkindnefs,  by  ^ifclofing  aij 
«  4  the 
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the  fecrets  wirh  which  fhe  had  been  in- 
trufied.  Mifs  Milton's  highly  indifcreec 
advice,  and  the  irrcfolute  Marianne's  weak 
compliance,  were  now  known  by  every  fer- 
vant  in  the  family ;  and  Lady  Clermont 
took  care  that  her  Ton  (hould  not  be 
ignorant  that  his  wife  had  employed  a 
fpy  upon  his  conduct.  The  breach  now 
became  irreparable.  Lord  Clermont's 
urgent  defire  of  having  a  grandfon  to 
inherit  his  eftate,  could  fcarce  impofe  a 
temporary  civility  upon  the  enraged 
hufband  -,  or  prevent  him  from  breaking 
forth  into  the  mod  violent  cxpoftuhtions  : 
while  the  infidious  mother,  by  appearing 
to  plead  for  the  poor,  inexperienced,  well- 
meaning,  mifled  young  creature,  effec- 
tually undermined  every  fcntiment  of 
confidence  and  regard ;  and  funk  the 
unhappy  Marianne  into  an  object  of  pity, 
and  perhaps  contempt. 

Mr.  Clermont  now  determined  to  carry 
his  wife  back  to  Stannadine,  where  he 
refolved  (he  (hould  in  future  conceal  her 
foily  in  obfcurity.  Fof  himfelf,  he  intended 

foon 
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foon  to  plunge  into  the  buftle  of  pub- 
lick  life,  and  endeavour  to  forget  both 
the  expeditions  and  difappointments  of 
Jove.  The  ftate  of  Mrs.  ClermontV 
mind  upon  difcovering  that  (he  had  loft 
her  hufband's  heart,  will  not  require  ex>- 
planation.  It  was  wretchednefs  in  the 
extreme.  She  tried  to  recal  the  dear 
unkind  by  tears,  and  foft  complaints  ;  but 
he  always  avoided  the  latter  by  leaving 
the  room,  and  he  had  now  too  often  feen 
the  former  to  be  affected  by  an  April 
fhower. 

The  hiftory  of  Mrs.  Clermont's  mar- 
ried life,  may  teach  ladies  not  to  depend 
upon  the  durability  of  that  evanefcenc 
affection  which  lovers  feel.  Jt  may  ad- 
monifli  their  fanguine  adorers  not  to  expect 
too  much,  nor  yet  to  reject  and  defpife 
what  is  amiable,  becaufe  it  is  not  perfect. 
Perhaps  I  mall  be  cenfured  for  afcribing 
the  deftruction  of  married  happinefs  to 
fuch  light  catifes;  but  I  am  willing  to 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  every  wedded 
pair,  whether  great  criminality  on  either 
H  5 
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fiJe  is  nco-fiarvy  in  order  to  render  the 
bonds  of  Hymen  a  galling  yoke  of  mifery. 
My  mind  is  open  to  conviction,  and  if  I 
have  been  wrong,  I  (hall  at  lead  acquire 
a  more  confolacory  profpect  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  fellow-creatures. 

CHAP.  XXXVI. 

Integrity  and  duty  are  the  cordials  of 
affiiftion. 

JVlY  thirty-third  chapter  concluded 
with  a  letter  from  Mifs  Dudley  to  her 
father;  I  (hail  begin  this  with  his  reply. 

4  IT  is  not  upon  flight  grounds  and 
c  capricious  motives,  that  I  reject  the  in- 
'  treaties  of  my  dear  child,  fo  affectionately 

*  and  earneftly  urged.      I  am  influenced 
'  by  a  principle    which  I  have  venerated 
c  through  the   whole  courfe   of  my  life, 
'  and  which  I  ought  not  to  renounce  in 
€  the  clofing  fanes.     I  know>  when  I  have 
'  explained   myfelf,    you    will    have   the 

*  grtatnefs  of  foul  to  approve  my  conduct. 

'But 


A    GOSSIP'S    STORY.  171 

'But  I    mud   fird   inform   you  of  an 

*  incident  which  has  deeply  afflicted  me, 
( Mr.  Tonnercau   yefterday    difgracefully 
4  terminated    his    existence    by   his   own 
«  hands.     Unhappy  man  !    He  found  that 
(  fome  of  his  creditors  were  refolutely  benc 

*  to  expofe  his  conduft,  and  to  pufh  their 
« difcoveries  to  the  utmoft  extremity.    He 
c  knew  that  his  guilt  was  io  far  developed, 
'  that  no  fubterfuge  could  avail ;  and  he 

*  dreaded  the  aufterity  of  thofe  laws  which 
c  he  had  provoked.     He  trembled  at  the 

*  vengeance  of  man,  but  he  did  not  fear  to 
c  brave  that  of  God  ! 

c  You  know,  Louifa,.  how  much  I  once 
<efteemed  him.      He  was  the  friend  of 

*  my  early   youth,  and  for  many  years  I 
'  can  affirm  that  his  conduct  was  formed 
'upon    principles   of  honeft  induflry.     I 
€  am  aflured  that  latterly  he  confidefably 
'  deviated  from  the  aufpicious  commence- 
'  ment  of  his  life.     He  has  been  diflipated 
«  and  extravagant,  and  then  to  redeem  his 

*  tottering  credit,  he  has  applied  to  the 

H  6  *  dangerous 
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'  dangerous   refources   of    the    gaming- 
<  table. 

€  When  I  confider  this  man's  lad  fcenes 

*  of  life,   can   I   term   my  own  fituation 

*  unfortunate  ?      Deferted   by   the  licen- 

*  tious  companions  of  his  follies;  juftly 
c  execrated  by  thofe  injured  people,  who 

*  (though    once   his   friends)    now   con- 
'  fider  their  acquaintance  with  him  as  the 

*  mod    difaftrous   circumftance  of  their 

*  lives ;    his  charader  held   up  by  thofe 
c  who  are  ftrangers   to  his   perfon,   as  a 
c  mark  of  abhorrence  and  infamy ;  alone 

*  in  a  prifon,  deftitute  of  the  comforts  of 

*  life,    though   till    then    accuftomed   to 
'  its  fuperfloities ;  no  one  near  him,   but 
'  a  mercenary  attendant,  callous  through 
c  familiarity  with  mifery ;  no  eye  to  pity 

*  his  forrows ;  no  friendly  bofom  on  which 
c  to  repofe  his  griefs  ;  his  own  reflections 
'  his  word  enemies ;  and  even  dcfpairing 
'  of  mercy  from  the  fountain  of  goodnefs. 
«  Unhappy  Tonnercau  !      I  pity  thce  too 
'  much  to  hate  thee. 

'But 
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c  But  let  me  recollect  myfelf.  Since  I 
€  have  been  in  London,  I  have  taken  an 
<  inventory  of  my  effects,  and  find  they 
c  will  not  be  fufficient  to  difcharge  the 
c  debts  which  I  contracted,  with,  as  I 
«  thought,  full  ability  of  payment.  Inte- 
'  grity  is  no  lefs  the  character  of  an 
c  Englifh  merchant  than  enterprife;  nor 

*  can  I    willingly  renounce   the   glorious 
c  boaft  which  I  have  hitherto  enjoyed,  of 
«  having  never  injured  any  one  in  per- 
c  fon  or  property.      I   cannot .  retain   it, 

*  if  I  neglect  any  probable  opportunity 
e  of  recovering  enough  of  my  fortune  to 
4  fatisfy    every    legal    claim    upon    me. 

*  The  infirmities  of  the  body  may  inter- 
«  rupt  the   foul    in   the  exertion   of    its 
<  fublime  fpeculative  functions  -3  but  they 

*  never  ought  to  impede  us  in  the  per- 
c  formance  of  pofuive  duties,   unlefs  by 
(  impofing  total  inability.      I  have   not 

*  long  co  live,  my  dear,  even  according 
« to  the  courfe  of  nature ;    and  lately  I 
c  have  been  frequently  unwell.      A  fca- 

*  voyage  may  be  of  fervice  to  me,  but 

c  fuppofing 
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1  fuppofing  the  word,  what  is  the  lofs 
'of  a  lc*  months  of  painful  exiftence, 
«  to  the  pkafi.-re  of  rrflccling  in  my  laft 

*  hours,  that  by  facrificing  it,  no  injured 

<  orphan  or  widow  has  caul?  to  curie  my 
'alhes;.  and   that  I  .have   prevented  my 
«  children   from    being   followed    by    the 

*  clamours  of  my  defrauded  creditors  ? 

*  Mr.  Pelham  has  received  intelligence 

*  by  means  of   the  Ambaflador,  that  the 
«  Co'Tici!   of  the    Indies    have    admitted 
'  the  legality  of  my  claims,  and  as   foon 

<  as  1  appear  perfonally  to  identify  them, 
«  the   value   of    my   part   of    the   fhip's 
«  cargo  will  be  punctually  paid.      I  am 

*  determined  to  take  my  paffage  on  board 
'  of  the  firft  packet  that  fails  for  Corunna. 
'  I  (hall   not   decline   the  kind   offer   of 
«  your  company,  for  the  complaint  in  my 
«  fide  is  at*  times  very  troublefome ;    it 
'  often  aftcds   my  breath,  but  when  my 
(  dear  nurfe  is  with  me  I  (hall  be  better. 
€  Set  out,  my  love,  as  foon  as  you  receive 

<  this.     I  am  dill  with  my  friend,  nor  can 
«  I  offer  to  change  my  rcfidencc  during 

«  the 
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c  the  (hort  (lay  we  (hall  make  in  London, 
6  without  offending  him.  His  aunt,  Mrs. 
c  Penelope  Pelham,  is  dtfirous  to  be  ao 
*  quainted  with  you.  She  is  a  little 
c  finguiar,  buc  upon  the  whole  a  worthy 
'  woman.  I  will  promife  you  a  mod 
c  afTtdio"  ite  reception  from  Mr.  Pelham. 
c  Let  us  know  when  you  fee  out,  and  we 
c  will  meet  you  ac  'he  lad  ftage.  Adieu, 
c  haften  to  the  arms  of  your 

•  Affectionate  father, 

c  RICHARD    DUDLEY.' 

In  little  more  than  a  week  from  the 
receipt  of  this  letter  Mife  Dudley  arranged 
her  affairs  at  Seatondell,  preparatory  to 
an  abfcnce  of  fome  months,  and  finifhed 
a  journey  from  Lancaftiire  to  London. 
It  was  part  of  her  charafter  to  form  her 
plans  with  propriety,  and  to  execute 
them  with  difpatch.  I  therefore  forbid 
any  conjectures  as  to  the  effeft  the  pro- 
mifed  iffsftionaU  reception  from  Mr. 
Pelham  might  have  upon  her  expedition. 
Defirous  to  furprife  her  father  with  her 
fpeed,  (he  forbore  to  fend  any  intelligence 
S  of 
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of    her   motions,  but  wifhcd   to  be  the 
agreeable    herald    of    her    own    arrival. 
An  acrident  which  happened  during  the 
hft  day's  j-urney,  detained  her  upon  the 
road,  and  (he  did  not  arrive  at  Portland- 
P  ;ce  till  near  midnight.     She  fenc  in  her 
name,  and  Mr,  Pdham  immediatcJy  ap- 
peared to  conduct  her  from  the  carriage. 
Her   heart    throbbed    with    the   JiveJieft 
tranfport,  and  a  crimfon  bluih  irradiated 
her  conntenance  j    but   he  received   her 
\vith  a  folemn   embarrafied   air,    and  led 
her  almoft  without  fpcaking  to  his  aunr. 
My  friend,  Mrs.  Penelope,  might,  both 
in  perfon  and  manner,  be  termed  a  brief 
abftraft  of   our  fifterhood :    flic   moved 
by  rule,  and  fpoke  in  a  meafurcd  cadence. 
The  cold  formality  of  her  welcome  added 
to  poor  Louifa's  chagrin,   fhc   ventured 
to  turn  her  eyes  upon  Mr.  Pelham,  his 
were  fixed  upon  the  ground.     Was  this 
the    promifcd    reception  ?     Did   u  thac 
fun    of    benignity   which    fhone    in    his 
countenance,"  to  adopt  an  expreffion  of 
her  father's,  mine  on  all  but  her  ?    Was 

it 
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it  pofllble  for  her  to  have  difpleafed  him, 
or  had  (he,  by  the  pleafure  (he  Ihewed 
at  feeing  him,  unguardedly  difcovered 
the  fccret  of  her  heart  ? 

After  a  few  faint  efforts  to  fupport  cere- 
monious converfation,  Mr.  Pelhatn  with 
hcfitation  faid,  he  would  go  and  acquaint 
Mr.  Dudley  of  his  daughter's  arrival. 
Louifa  recollecting  her  father's  early 
habits,  to  which  fince  his  indifpofition  he 
had  (tridly  adhered,  obferved  the  latenefs 
of  the  hour,  and  begged  that  he  mighc 
not  be  informed  till  morning. 

Mr.  Pelham  gravely  replied,  he  was 
afraid  his  friend  was  not  afteep.  A  thou- 
fand  detracting  fears  rufhed  into  Mifs 
Dudley's  mind.  She  recolle&ed  that  her 
queftions  refpe&ing  her  father's  health 
had  been  evafively  anfwered.  She  (tarred 
from  her  chair,  and  with  a  look  of  inex- 
preffible  alarm,  laid  her  hand  involuntarily 
upon  Mr.  Pelham's,  and  conjured  him 
not  to  deceive  her  j  Hie  knew  her  father 
was  worfe  than  ufual. 

"He 
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"  He  is  indeed,"  replied  Mr.  Pclham, 
holding  her  trembling  hand.  "  I  n.cci 
not  afiure  you  that  I  take  the  mod  lively 
intcreft  in  his  fafety.  We  have  called  in 
Dr.  L.  You  have  probably  heard  of  his 
medical  reputation ;  but  I  hope  moft  from 
your  prefcnce.  Your  father's  nnxicty  to 
fee  you  has  confiderably  aggravated  his 
difeafe.  Be  calm>  dear  Madam,  I  bcfecch 
you.  We  have  by  no  means  abandoned 
hope." 

««  When  was  he  feized  ?" 

€<  He  has  been  evidently  unwell  ever 
fince  he  has  been  with  us;  and  I  have 
fometimes  drawn  from  him  a  reluftant 
complaint,  that  the  diforder  in  tys  fide 
was  at  times  infupportably  painful.  I  fear 
the  uneafmefs  of  his  mind  has  encrcafed 
his  difeafe ;  and  the  dreadful  criminality 
of  Tonnereau's  death  gave  him  a  {hock, 
which  has  haftcncd  the  crifis.  He  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  thefc  three  days. 
He  is  now  extremely  feverifh.  We  fear 
an  abccis  is  forming." 

Unable 
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Unable  to  fupport  the  painful  intelli- 
gence, Louifa.  funk  into  her  chair. 
cc  Nephew/'  faid  Mrs.  Penelope,  as 
{he  advanced,  holding  out  her  fairs,  <c  do 
not  keep  the  lady  in  fufpence.  You  ought 
to  tell  her  the  word  at  firft.  Your  papa, 
Madam,  is  quite  given  up  by  Dr.  L. 
and  I  am  very  glad  he  has  done  with 
him,  for  /  never  liked  his  prefcriptions, 
and  I  hope  you  will  now  perfuadc  Mr. 
Dudley  to  try  an  invaluable  medicine, 
which  I  have  often  adminiftered,  and  never 
knew  it  fail  of  effecl.  Mr.  Pelham  knows 
that  he  owes  his  life  to  it." 

Louiia  could  only  reply  by  a  flood  of 
tears  j  a  falutary  relief  to  her  big  fwoln 
heart.  Her  head  dropped  alrhoft  lifclefs 
upon  Mrs.  Penelope's  bofom,  who, 
whilft  bufily  employed  in  rubbing  her 
temples,  and  adrniniftering  pungent  redo- 
ratives,  alternately  cenfurtd  her  want  of 
fortitude,  and  commended  her  affection  i 
aggravated  Mr.  Dudley's  danger,  and 
comforted  her  by  the  a  durance,  that 

while 
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while  life  remained,  her  recipe  would 
prove  infallible. 

The  natural  firmnefs  of  Mifs  Dudley's 
mind  was  perhaps  more  conducive  to  her 
recovering  her  wonted  calm,  than  my 
good  friend's  oratory.  She  dried  her 
tears,  and  thanking  her  with  an  air  of 
mild  benignity  for  her  attention,  intreated 
that  (he  might  fee  her  father  immediately, 
"  while  my  mind/'  added  (he  empha- 
tically, "  can  exert  its  recovered  ftrength." 

Mr.  Pelham's  generous  heart  melted 
with  compaffion.  He  withdrew  to  apprize 
his  friend,  that  <c  the  fond  darling  of  his 
foul/'  as  he  ftyled  her,  was  arrived.  Mrs. 
Penelope  had  now  a  fair  opportunity  for 
dcfcribing  the  cures »  effected  by  her 
noftrum ;  but  I  am  afraid  (he  had  not 
an  attentive  auditor,  for  at  the  moft 
interefting  period  of  her  narrative,  Louifa 
received  the  expected  fummons,  and 
obeyed  it  as  faft  as  her  trembling  limbs 
would  permit.  She  drew  afide  the  cur- 
tains with  eager  impatience.  Her  father, 
fupported  by  Mr.  Pclham,  had  raifed 

himfclf 
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himfelf  upon  his  elbow  ;  and  he  welcomed 
her  with  a  pcnctr  -ing  fmile.  tc  My  dear 
nurfe  is  come  to  take  care  of  me/'  faid 
he.  "  I  have  been  too  impatient,  love, 
for  thy  arrival.  Come  to  my  arms.  Re- 
ftorarkm  hangs  upon  thy  lips." 

His  emaciated  countenance,  and  the 
laborious  weaknefs  of  his  voice,  ihook 
his  daughter's  fortitude.  She  hung  over 
him  in  (ilence,  and  bathed  his  pallid  cheek 
with  tears. 

"  Do  not  alarm  thyfelf  fo  much,"  con- 
tinued Mr.  Dudley  ;  "  my  danger  is  not 
fo  imminent.  My  worthy  friends  here 
are  too  anxioufly  folicitous,  too  appre- 
henfive.  Recollect  your  fe  If,  my  child. 
I  expect  confolation  from  your  fociety. 
Your  are  to  enable  me  to  fuffer." 

"  Oh  !"  the  tortured  Louiia  was  tempted 
to  exclaim;  "  who  will  confole,  who 
will  fupport  me  ?  In  what  afylum  (hall 
/  hide  my  orphan  head  ?  Gracious 
Heaven !  deprive  me  not  of  my  only 
friend  and  protector  !"  Her  native  piety 
recalled  her  thoughts  from  this  melancholy 

cxcurfion. 
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excurfi  >n.  She  recollected  the  endear- 
ing titl  s  of  <c  friend  of  the  friendlefs," 
and  "  father  of  the  tuhcrlcfs,"  which 
the  great  author  of  creation  had  deigned 
to  afiume  j  and  her  ioul  firmly  anchored 
upon  the  rock  of  ages. 

CHAP.  XXXVII. 

An   inftance   of  the  ftrcng  intereft  which 
dignified  diftrejs  can  excite. 

L\  O  fooner  had  Mifs  Dudley  reco- 
vered fuffirient  ftrength  to  look  beyond 
the  gloom  of  a  temporary  parting,  than 
a  ferene  fmile  diffufed  itfelf  over  her 
countenance.  She  now  fixed  her  eyes 
fteadily  upon  her  admirable  father,  and 
with  awful  pleafure  contemplated  the 
undiminilhttd  glory  of  the  never-dying 
intellectual  power,  which  beamed  forth 
with  fuperior  iplendor  from  under  the 
ruins  of  the  tottering  mortal  fabrick. 
Though  her  countenance  was  not  regularly 
beautiful,  it  generally  attracted  admiration 

from 
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from  being  an  expreffive  index  of  the 
excellence  of  her  heart.  Her  compofed 
tendernefs  and  dignified  patience  did  not 
now  efcape  the  attention  of  an  accurate 
judge  of  character  and  manners. 

Mr.  Dudley  raifed  his  eyes  to  the 
amiable  youth,  who  Hill  fupported  him. 
<f  Thank  you,  my  dear  Pelham,"  faid  he; 
<c  now  lay  me  gently  down  upon  my 
pillow.  I  hope  to  have  a  good  night, 
and  will  difmifs  you  all." 

cc  Mifs  Dudley,"  returned  he,  "mud 
be  fatigued  with  her  journey  ;  but  I  muft 
infill  upon  watching  you -to-night.  To- 
morrow morning  I  will  rcfign  you  to  her 


cares." 


tc  I  am  not  fenfible  of  the  lean:  fatigue," 
replied  Louifa;  <{  and  you  know  we 
frofefled  nurfes  always  deep  bed  in  our 
patient's  apartment.  I  fhall  be  able  to 
repofe  myfelf  in  that  arm-chair,  and  if 
my  father  appears  eafy,  enjoy  a  very 
comfortable  night." 

c<  We  muft  yield  to  her  in  this  point," 
faid  Mr.  Dudley.  "The  dear  girl  is 

very 
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very  tenacious  of  her  opinion,  and  will 
not  confider  my  medicines  to  be  effica- 
cious, unlefs  I  receive  them  from  her 
hands.  Befides,  we  muft  fettle  the  plan 
of  our  voyage.  Good  night,  Pelham, 
do  not  fail  to  enquire  when  the  next 
packet  will  be  ready ;  for  we  muft  not 
expect  to  take  our  paflage  in  that  which 
is  now  under  failing  orders." 

Mr.  Pelham  withdrew  in  filcnce,  with 
his  heart  divided  between  grief  and  admi- 
ration. Mr.  Dudley's  anguifh  not  per- 
mitting him  to  lie  compofcd,  he  affccled 
a  degree  of  fprightlinefs,  and  enquired 
after  his  plantations  and  improvements, 
with  the  inttrtftcd  curiofity  of  one  who 
hoped  to  fee  them  rife  to  perfe&ion*  At 
intervals  he  talked  of  their  intended 
expedition  -,  and  defcribcd  the  natural 
advantages  of  Spain,  and  the  auflere 
manners  of  its  haughty  indolent  inhabit- 
ants, from  obfervations  which  he  had 
made  in  a  former  journey  to  that  kingdom. 
His  difcourfe  was  merely  'n  tended  to 
confirm  his  daughter's  agitated  fpirits,  for 

he 
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he  felt  certain  that' he  fhould  never  fet  one 
for  any  other  country,  but  that  from  which 
no  traveller  returns. 

Thus  pa^ed  the  night  ;— in  the  morning 
Dr.  L.  came  to  make  what  he  termed  a 
friendly,  in  (lead  of  a  profefiional  vifit. 
Mr.  Dudley  underftood  the  diftinftion. 
He  wifhed  to  afk  fome  queftions,  but 
was  interrupted  by  Mrs.  Penelope,  who 
came  again  to  urge  the  propriety  of 
ad  mini  fie  ring  her  infallible  medicine. 
Dr.  L.  on  being  confulted,  owned  the 
patient  was  in  a  (late  to  admit  of  hazardous 
experiments,  and  withdrew,  promifing  to 
call  again  in  the  evening. 

Mrs.  Penelope  might  now  be  faid  to 
enjoy  her  full  importance.  Every 
domeflick  was  employed  to  procure 
or  prepare  the  refpeclive  ingredients, 
which  (he  mixed  with  her  own  hands, 
according  to  the  prefcribed  rule.  She 
at  length  approached  Mr.  Dudley's  bed- 
fide  with  the  celebrated  compound,  but 
whether  like  Circe  with  the  poifonous 

VOL.  ir.  r  chalice, 
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chalice,  or  like  Hygeia  with  the  reftora- 
tive  cup,  the  event  will  determine. 

The  immediate  effect  certainly  did 
not  realize  her  fanguine  expectations. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Dudley's  ftrcngth  was  too 
far  exhaufted  j  or  he  might  want  faith, 
which  I  am  told  is  a  necefiary  auxiliary 
in  this  clafs  of  remedies  ;  for  they  often 
lie  dormant^  unlefs  quickened  by  a  fort  of 
reaction  in  the  patient's  mind  ;  or  the 
herbs  might  not  be  gathered  at  the  right 
period  of  the  moon,  whofe  influence  in 
pharmacy  is  unqueftionable.  I  will  not 
dare  to  arraign  the  infallibility  of  the 
recipe,  but  will  only  date,  that  Mr. 
Dudley  appeared  confiderably  worfe  after 
the  operation,  in  the  opinion  of  every 
body  but  Mrs.  Penelope;  who,  having 
the  fame  faith  in  her  preparation  as  Don 
Quixote  hud  in  the  balfam  of  Firebrafs, 
perceived  ftrong  fymptoms  of  immediate 
recovery.  She  retired  exulting  in  her 
phyfical  knowledge,  to  cnjcy  the  plcafurc 
of  a  pool  at  Trcdrille,  with  two  felecl: 
friends* 

Dr. 
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Dr.  L.  did  not  confirm  Mrs.  Penelope's 
opinion  at  his  evening  viflr.  Mr.  Dudley 
had  previoufly  requefted  to  be  left  alone 
with  his  phyfician ;  "  I  perceive,  Sir," 
faid  the  exalted  man,  <(  that  you  are  fen- 
fible  I  am  much  worfe,  and  I  thank  you 
for  your  explicit  behaviour.  I  could  not 
be  deceived  by  common  profeffional 
forms,  and  you  are  too  liberal -to  adopt 
them.  I  have  fcen  enough  of  life  to  be 
willing  to  refigh  it>  but  we  are  not  called 
into  exiftence  merely  for-ourfelves,  and 
there  are  circumftances  which  make  me 
wifh  that  I  could  at  this  time  recover. 
Do  you  know  of  any  experiment  that  has 
a  chance  of  fuccefs  r" 

The  Dr.  replied  that  an  operation  might 
be  performed  upon  his  fide,  but  that  it 
was  excruciating  and  highly  dangerous. 

"  I  will  fubmit  to  it  cheerfully,"  re- 
plied Mr.  Dudley.  "  Let  the  furgeons 
attend  me  at  five  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  I  do  not  wifh  for  any  of  the 
family  to  be  informed  of  it." 

i  2  In 
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In  purfu.ince  of  this  refutation  he 
anfwered  every  interrogatory  with  an 
afiurance  that  he  was  much  better,  and 
difpofed  to  (lumber.  He  perceived  by 
Louifa's  eyes  en  her  re-entering  the  room, 
that  (he  had  difcovered  his  increafed 
danger,  and  he  endeavoured  to  confirm 
her  fit  king  fpirits  by  infpiring  a  degree 
of  falfe  hope.  "  Do  not,  my  love,  entirely 
depend  upon  my  phyfician's  report;  a 
fick  man  is  the  bed  judge  of  his  own 
feelings.  I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  (hall  have 
a  comfortable  night.  Go  early  to  bed, 
and  you  will  be  fufficiently  refrefhed  to 
attend  me  in  the  morning.  I  (hall  com- 
pofe  myfelf  with  the  thought  that  you 
arc  tranquil. " 

Mifs  Dudley  did  pot  controvert  this 
opinion.  She  tenderly  wifhed  him  a 
good  night,  and  withdrew  to  her  own 
apartment.  Her  breaking  heart  required 
fome  relief,  and  (he  now  recollcdled  that, 
at  her  exprefs  defire,  (he  was  lodged  in 
a  fmall  room  feparated  from  her  father's 
by  a  thin  partition.  She  therefore  haftily 

Jefc 
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left  it,  and  took  two  or  three  turns  in  an 
adjoining  ante- chamber, -  undetermined 
how  to  difpofe  of  herfelf  for  a  few  hours. 
If  fiie  joined  Mrs.  Penelope's  party,  it 
would  only  be  to  receive  felicitations, 
and  to  hear  prognofticks  which  her  reafon 
fadly  difproved :  or  probably  ihe  might 
be  prefled  to  take  a  hand  at  cards,  as  a 
fure  fpecifick  againft  melancholy.  She 
had  ever  felt  a  tendernefs  for  the  preju- 
dices and  peculiarities  of  age ;  but  at  this 
time,  her  mind  was  in  a  date  to  render 
"  folitude  the  bed  fociety." 

She  at  length  withdrew  to  the  library, 
and  endeavoured  to  relieve  her  dejection 
by  applying  to  fome  of  the  treafures  with 
which  it  was  ftoredj  But  wit  had  loft 
its  attick  point,  and  elegance  its  forcible 
attraction.  She  could  not  follow  an 
argument  through  its  long  train  of  deduc- 
tions, and  the  beft-told  narrative  failed 
to  intereft  her  attention.  She  returned 
the  books  to  their  places,  and  after  a 
minute's  paufe  funk  upon  her  knees. 
Grief  has  been  termed  the  parent  of  elo- 
i  3  quence  s— 
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quence ; —  it  is  peculiarly  fo  in  an  informed 
well-regulated  mind.  She  raifcd  her 
eyes,  the  feelings  of  her  agitated  foul 
animated  every  impaflioned  feature.  Her 
fnowy  hands  remained  clafped  in  anguifh, 
and  regardlefs  of  the  tears  which  fell 
copioufiy  upon  them.  In  the  warm  flow 
x>f  uaftudied  elocution  her  lips  exprefied 
jhe  piety  of  a  feraph,  chaftifed  by  the 
humble  awe  of  a  weak,  dependent  mortal. 
Shje  fupplicated  Heaven  to  fpare  her 
r,  her  only  friend  and  comfort  5 
but  fhe  afked  \vith  fubrniffion.  She 
painted  an  orphan's  fo;rows ;  but  not 
\u:h  .the  dark  colourings  of  defpair. 
Her  mind  appeared  to  gather  (Irength 
from  her  divine  employment ;  her  tears 
ceafed  to  flow  j  a  ferene  fwectnefs  beamed 
in  her  countenance,  and  when  (he  rofe 
from  her  knees  to  retire,  her  whole  form 
feemed  infpired  with  fupernatural  intelli- 
gence, and  exprefled  the  mod  lively 
refemblancc  of  fuperior  beings  which 
the  human  imagination  can  form. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pelham's  apprehenfion  for  his 
friend  having  rendered  him  unfit  for 
company,  he  had  retired  to  fpend  his 
evening  in  a  reading  clofet  at  the  upper 
end  of  his  library.  His  attention  was. 
drawn  from  his  ftudies  by  the  found  of 
a  female  -voice.  He  Hepped  fofdy  to 
the  door,  and  became  an  unobferved 
fpedtator  of  the  fc'cnc  I  have  defcribed. 
His  fenfations  were  in  fome  refpedts 
fimilar  to  thofe  expreffed  by  Sir  Eldred 
of  the  Bower  5 

"  My  fcorn  Has  oft  the  dart  repell'd 
"  Which  guileful  beauty  threw ; 

"  But  goodnefs  heard,  and  grace  beheld, 
"  Muft  every  heart  fubdue." 

After  fhe  had  withdrawn  he  returned 
into  his  clofer,  but  even  his  favourite 
authors  were  now  taftelefs.  The  pleadings 
of  Demofthenes  were  ftudied  and  artifi- 
cial, when  compared  to  the  more  lively 
oratory  of  a  deeply-affected  heart ;  nor 
did  the  morality  of  the  divine  Tully 
ftrike  the  foul  with  fuch  ftrong  conviction 
i  4  in 
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in  favour  of  the  nobleft  virtues,  as  it 
received  from  the  powerful  example  of 
youth  and  innocence. 

He  left  his  books,  and  walked  to  the 
table,  againft  which  Mifs  Dudley  had 
lately  knelt  j  it  was  flill  wet  with  her  tears. 
There,  bending  over  the  marks  of  holy 
forrow,  he  recalled  her  image  to  his 
recollection.  Even  when  his  heart  was 
mod  infatuated  by  the  fuperioi'  brilliancy 
of  Marianne's  charms,  it  had  done  juftice 
to  Louifa's  virtues.  Time  and  abfence 
had  blunted  the  pain  of  difappointment, 
and  gradually  reconciled  his  mind  to  the 
.  Jofs  of  his  firft  lovej  but  his  attachment 
had  been  too  ftrong  to  permit  him  to 
form  a  fecond  choice,  though  every 
hope  had  been  excluded  by  her  marriage. 
He  had  too  ftrong  fcnfe  to  yield  to 
whining  complaints,  and  he  fubmitced 
to  a  Jevere  mortification  with  manly  firm- 
nefs  5  but  whenever  Fancy  recalled  to 
his  mind  any  pleafing  ideas,  the  attracting 
image  of  Marianne  Dudley  rofe  to  his 
view,  and  the  charms  of  other  fair  ones 

faucd 
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faded  at  the  companion.  Yet  even  that 
fafcinating  form  feemed  to  yield  to  the 
fupcriour  lovclinefs  of  intelle&ual  beauty,  \ 
and  he  determined  if  poflible  to  refcue 
Louifa  from  an  orphan's  woes,  and  to 
folicit  the  affeftions  of  fb  valuable  a 
woman, 

CHAP.    XXXVIII. 

A  circumftance  of  awful  Jolemnity  prepares 
the  way  for  a  very  deferable  event. 

JVlR.  Dudley  fpent  the  night  in 
agony,  but  his  fortitude  feemed  to  increafc 
with  his  pains;  and  his  defire  of  not  dif- 
turbing  his  daughter,  who,  he  found, 
lay  near  him,  repreffed  the  groan  of 
auguim.  The  powers  of  his  mind  con- 
tinued unimpaired ;  hfc  felt  his  danger, 
and  confidering  it  poffible  that  he  might 
not  furvive  the  intended  operation,  he  de- 
fired  that  Mr.  Pclham  might  be  called  at 
an  early  hour.  The  worthy  man  flew  to 
his  apartment,  but  (hocked  at  the  vifible 
i  5  change 
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change  in  his  friend's  countenance,  he  burft 
into  tears,  which  the  dying  hero  thus  re- 
proved: "  Check  this  unmanly  forrow,  my 
good  Sir;  mine  is  no  uncommon  lot.  I  do- 
but  undergo  the  general  law  of  nature,  to 
•which  this  world  is  fubject  -,  a  world  mor- 
tal and  perifhable  like  man  its  lord.  I  have 
many  comforts,  at  times  they  predominate 
over  my  fufferings ;  my  foul  is  tranquil  j 
I  look  forward  to  futurity  with  hope. 
I  have  only  one  trouble." — <c  Confide  it  to 
me,"  faid  Mr.  Pelham,  endeavouring  to 
ftifle  his  grief. 

"  Blcfied  be  Heaven  for  a  little  inter- 
val of  cafe,"  refumed  Mr.  Dudley ;  ?c  I 
am  perfuaded  that  you  will  exert  your  kind 
endeavours  to  procure  that  fatisfadion  to 
my  family  from  the  Spanifli  government, 
which  I  could  not  in  perfon  demand.  The 
peculiar  circumftanoes  of  my  ftory  mud 
move  attention,  but  mould  you  fail  of  fuc- 
cefs,  I  commend  my  character  to  your 
care.  Defend  it  from  opprobrium ;  fay 
that  I  was  not  intentionally  unjuft  -,  unfore- 
feen  incidents,  a  variety  of  misfortunes, 

all 
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all  united  to  prevent  the  favourite  wilh  of 
my  heart.  Thofe  whom  I  have  injured 
will  complain ;  endeavour  to  foften  the 
afperity  of  their  complaints." 

"  Your  memory/'  faid  Mr.  Pelham, 
clafping  the  hand  of  Mr.  Dudky,  "  iriall 
be  as  irreproachable  as  your  life.  I  do 
not  doubt  but  that  ample  juftice  will  be 
dpne  you,  yet  if  it  fhoukl  be  withheld, 
I  will  make  myfelf  your  executor.  1  know 
the  amount  of  your  debts ;  calm  your 
worthy  heart ;  were  they  double  the  fum, 
I  would  with  pleafure  discharge  them." 

"  You  are  too  good,  too  generous ; 
I  afked  not  this  -,  I  expe6led  it  not ;  your 
kindnefs  pains  me."  Mr.  Dudley  funk 
upon  his  pillow,  and  remained  filent  a  fcvv 
moments. 

The  furgeons  now  entered ;  he  opened 
his  eyes,  and  welcomed  them  with  a  flight 
motion  of  his  hand  :  cx  I  have  fome  private 
bufinefs,"  faid  he  j  "  go,  dbar  Pelham, 
leave  me  a  little  while  j  if  I  am  worfc  I 
will  fend  for  you." — €<  Gentlemen,"  re- 
fumed  Mr,  Dudley,  when  every  thing  was 
i  6  .  prepared, 
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prepared,  "  I  am  afraid  your  intended 
ailiftance  will  not  fuccecd  5  I  am  much 
weakened  by  a  bad  night ;  but  aft  as  you 
think  beft.  I  am  ready,  my  mind  is  col- 
lected. Yet  if  you  think  I  fhall  not  fur- 
vive  the  operation,  I  would  firft  fee  my 
daughter." 

On  hearing  thefe  words,  Mifs  Dudley 
rufhed  into  the  room  ;  her  anxiety  had 
only  permitted  her  to  throw  herfelf  upon 
the  bed,  from  which  flic  had  frequently 
rifen  during  the  night,  and  with  laudable 
curiofity  haftened  to  hear  if  any  groans 
proceeded  from  her  father's  chamber. 
From  the  filence  which  prevailed  there, 
fhc  had  compofd  herfeelf  with  the  thought 
that  Mrs.  Penelope's  hopes  were  not  en- 
tirely vifionary.  The  found  of  ftrange 
voices  which  me  imperfectly  heard,  had 
qlcared  away  her  broken  (lumbers,  and 
her  father's  words  hurried  her  into  the 
room  in  an  agony. 

The  principal  furgeon  humanely  endea- 
voured to  confole  her.  He  purfuaded  her 
that  opening  the  ulcer  in  the  fide  might  be 

attended 
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-attended  with  falutary  co'nfequences.  C(  Let 
me  (lay  then,"  faid  fhe,  "  while  it  is  per- 
formed ;  I  can  rub  his  temples :  I  know  I 
can  be  of  fervice  ;" — c<  Retire,  my  love," 
faid  Mr.  Dudley  :  Cf  Your  prefence  would 
overpower  me.  If  I  faint  you  (hall  be 
fummoned."  Louifa  clafped  her  pious 
hands  in  mental  prayer,  and  withdrew. 

The  furgeons  now  examined  their  pa- 
tient, and  unanimoufly  declared,  that  from 
prefenf  appearances  the  propofed  incilioa 
muft  be  declined.  No  good  could  pofli- 
bly  arife  from  it,  a  mortification  having 
already  taken  place. 

"  I  am  fenfible,"  faid  the  heroick  ob- 
ject of  their  care,  "  that  nothing  can  now 
be  done  for  me.  I  thank  you  for  your 
humane  attention  ; — yet  if  you  can  inform 
me  how  long  I  may  continue  to  fuffcr"— 

"  Your  fufferings,  Sir,"  faid  one  of 
them,  <c  will  very  fpeedily  terminate,  but 
you  may  live  feveral  hours." 

Mr.  Dudley  waved  his  hand,  and  they 
withdrew  in  tears. 

He  now  refolved  to  prepare  his  foul 

by 
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by  the  moft  folcmn  chriftian  duties  for  its 
expected  journey.  Previous  to  the  clergy. 
man's  arrival,  Mr.  Pelham  feated  him- 
felf  befide  the  bed  of  death,  loft  in  forrow, 
and  inicnfible  to  the  frequent  fobs  which 
proceeded  from  Louifa's  apartment. 

Mr.  Dud,-  y  prefled  his  hand  ;  "  Com- 
fort my  child,  dear  amiable  friend,  com- 
fort my  forlorn  Louifa  :  a  finglar  attach- 
ment fubfifted  between  us,  it  was  more 
than  the  tie  of  blood.  She  was  my  ad- 
vifer,  my  comforter,  my  companion,  my 
friend  ;  our  taftes,  our  habits,  our  defires 
correfponded.  I  am  not  anxious  now  re- 
fpeding  her  fortune.  I  know  that  (he 
has  fufficient  greatnefs  of  foul  to  dignify 
narrow  ciicumftances  by  cheerful  pa- 
ticnce  ;  but  my  lofs  will  fit  heavy  upon 
her  heart,  confolc  her  as  a  friend,  and  if 
the  weaknefs  of  her  fex  fhould  expofe  her 
to  injury,  be  her  proteftor" 

"  My  heart,"  faid  Pelham,  finking  upon 
his  knees,  "  afpircs  to  a  more  facred  title. 
Ever  fince  1  knew  you  it  has  panted  to 
be  allied  to  you  virtues ;  difappointed  in 

the 
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the  object  of  my  youthful  love,  I  have 
with  matured  judgment  formed  a  fecond 
attachment.  You  once  promifed  me  your 
Marianne,  I  now  afk  for  your  Louifa" 

"  Gracious  Heaven  !"  cried  Mr.  Dud- 
ley, raifing  hirnftlf  up,  and  with  an  ener- 
gctick  voice  which  feemed  to  intimate  re- 
covered health  and  ftrength,  "  but  did  I 
underftand  you  rightly  ?  Do  you  indeed 
love  my  Louifa  ?'* 

<c  Even  when  I  was  her  filler's  adorer, 
I  honoured  her  character,  and  efteemed  { 
her  virtues;  they  now  blaze  upon  me 
with  invincible  fplendor.  The  delicacy 
of  her  fentiments  may  induce  her  to  reject 
a  man  who  confefTes  a  prior  attachment. 
Support  my  pretenfions  by  your  confenr, 
and  reft  afTured  my  prefent  love  is  fincere 
and  ardent.  The  exalted  Louifa  may  be 
influenced  in  favour  of  a  pafTion  which  you 
have  approved." 

"  Son  of  my  foul  !"    exclaimed    Mr. 

Dudley,  ftretching  out  his  arms,  "come 

to  my  heart,  and  let  it  tell  thee  that  all  its 

Jewet  wijhesws  now  fulfilled."  Go  and  call 
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my  darling  to  me.  How  blifsful  are  my 
departing  moments !"  Mr.  Pclham  with- 
drew. 

Mifs  Dudley  haftily  threw  herfclf  into 
her  father's  arms.  "  You  feem,"  faid 
flic,  bending  over  him  in  meek  affliction, 
"to  be  fomewhat  revived." — "I  am, 
my  child.  I  thought  my  blood  had  ftag- 
nated,  but  joy  has  quickened  the  languid 
current.  Why  did  I  defpair,  or  think 
thy  merit  could  pafs  unnoticed  ?  My 
Louifa,  the  worthy  Pelham  loves  thee. 
Canft  thou  reward  thy  father's  generous 
friend  ?  He  has  afked  me  to  beftow  my 
only  treafure  upon  him.  I  have  not  many 
moments  to  lofe.  Speak,  my  love,  wilt 
thou  be  his  ?  Away  with  that  refervc 
which  keeps  thy  dying  father  in  fufpencc 
on  the  only  fubjcct  which  intcrefts  him 
•upon  earth." 

No  language  could  do  jufticc  to  Mifs 
Dudley's  feelings.  Grief  and  furprife, 
gratitude  and  love,  were  elevated  to  a 
painful  extreme.  She  was  told  that  the 
paffion  *hich  had  long  been,  an  unob- 

ferved 
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fcrved  but  penfive  inmate  of  her  bofom, 
at  length  had  met  a  reciprocal  return. 
She  was  even  called  upon  to  confefs  the 
affection  which  virgin  modefty  had  con- 
cealed. But  by  whom,  and  in  what  circum- 
ftances  was  (he  urged  to  this  difclofure  ? 

Thrice  (he  attempted  to  fpeakvand 
thrice  the  wild  palpitations  of  her  heart 
forbade  her  utterance.  At  length  ihe 
faintly  exclaimed,  "I  have  long  efteemed 
him — loved  him  I  mould  fay.  But  oh, 
my  father,  at  what  a  moment  do  you 
claim  this  confefiion." 

"  At  a  blifsful  one,  dear  delight  of 
my  foul  !  It  is  a  moment  which  fends  a 
joyful  pilgrim  back  to  his  native  country, 
and  feals  the  happinefs  of  two  kindred 
minds.  Pclham,  my  humane,  generous, 
noble  fbn,  where  art  thou?  Come  and 
receive  this  blcffing  from  my  arms,  while 
they  have  yet  ftrength  to  beftow  her  on 
thee." 

Mr.  Pelham,  who  from  motives  of 
the  pureft  delicacy  was  abfent  at  this 
eclairciflement,  entered  at  the  welcome 

fummons. 
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fummons.  Mr.  Dudley  held  his  daughter's 
hand  between  his  numbed  and  clammy 
palms,  and  raifinghis  eyes  with  patriarchal 
dignity,  thus  beftowed  her  on  her  kneeling 
lover.  "  I  give  her  to  thee,  a  dear  and 
folemn  truft.  Look  down,  Gracious 
Creator,  and  blefs  this  worthy  pair.  Give 
them  long  life,  love,  and  temporal  felicity  : 
and  let  their  laft  momenrs  enjoy  the 
holy  tranfport,  the  divine  beatitude  which 
I  now  enjoy." 

Louifa  funk  in  fpeechlefs  anguifh  as 
he  fpoke;  Mr.  Pelharn  fupportcd  her. 
His  fond  attentions  recalled  her  flutter- 
ing fenfes.  "  Spare,  oh  fpare,  every 
cxprefiion  of  love  and  tranfport,"  faid 
Ihc.  <f  My  heart  is  entirely  yours,  but  I 
can  now  attend  to  nothing  but  my 
father." 

A  ferene,  elevated  fmile,  exprefllvc 
of  intellectual  tranlport,- beamed  in  Mr. 
Dudley's  face.  His  agonies  fubfided. 
Inftead  of  reftlefs  toflings  and  convulfive 
darts,  he  remained  placidly  compofed. 
He  received  the  mod  facred  rite  of 

chrift- 
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chriftianity  with  his  beloved  daughter 
and  adopted  fon.  As  he  tailed  the  con- 
fecrated  chalice  he  again  bleffed  them, 
the  abfent  Marianne,  and  Mr.  Clermont* 
He  repeated  to  Louifa  a  parting  charge 
for  her  fitter ;  then  finking  into  a  languid 
flate,  he  dozed  at  intervals  till  the  even- 
ing, when  again  calling  his  daughter  to 
him,  he  drew  his  lad  breath  in  her  arms. 

CHAP.  XXXIX. 

Includes  a  greater  fort  ion  of  time  than  all 
the  preceding  narrative. 

JViISS  Dudley,  retraining  her  grief 
with  fentiments  of  reverend  awe,  forbore 
to  interrupt  the  departing  foul.  When 
the  quivering  pulfe  had  flopped  forrre 
moments,  fhe  prelfcd  with  pallid  lips  the 
honoured  remains;  and  committing  the 
corpfe  to  the  care  of  the  attendants,  with 
a  requeft  that  every  thing  mould  be 
conducted  with  propriety,  retired  to  her 
apartment. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pelham  followed  her,  he  intended 
-to  have  offered  fomc  topick  of  confo- 
lation,  but  his  faultering  voice  difap- 
pointed  his  defign,  and  he  could  only 
intreat  her  not  to  indulge  her  forrow, 
left  it  fhould  affect  her  health.  "In 
heart  and  in  foul  I  refign  him  to  his 
God,"  faid  the  exalted  mourner.  <c  Ought 
I  to  fink  in  dcfpair,  becaufe  my  beloved 
father  is  become  an  inhabitant  of  a  better 
world  ?  Yet  allow  me,  Sir,  to  vent  in 
privacy  the  fond  regrets  of  nature,  I 
wi(h  to  offer  my  firft  forrows  to  my 
Maker  j  I  truft  he  will  enable  me  to 
fupport  them." 

Mr.  Pelham  acquiefced  j  but  Mrs. 
Penelope  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  the 
young  lady  ought  not  to  be  left  alone. 
It  was  expected  my  old  friend's  furprifc 
at  hearing  Mr.  Dudley  was  really  dead, 
would  be  very  great,  as  fhe  even  to  the  . 
laft  perceived  increafing  marks  of  his 
amendment :  but  fhc  happily  recollected 
that  (he  had  adminiftered  htr  medicine 
too  foon  after  Dr.  L.'s  laft  prefcription, 

for 
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for  her  potion  to  exert  its  wonted  efficacy. 
She  now  offered  to  vifit  Mifs  Dudley, 
and  to  talk  her  out  of  her  melancholy, 
by  arguments  drawn  from  her  favourite 
aphorifms,  that  "  what  mull  be  will  be," 
and  "  that  Fate  mud  govern  ail  things  $" 
but  Mr.  Pclham  refpected  the  fan6Uty 
of  his  Louifa's  forrows,  and  infifted  that 
they  mould  not  be  disturbed. 

From  the  time  of  her  father's  death 
till ~  every  thing  was  prepared  for  his 
funeral,  Mifs  Dudley  never  left  her 
chamber,  except  twice  a  day  to  vifit  the 
corpfe.  There,  kneeling  by  the  coffin, 
Hie  poured  forth  the  fulnefs  of  her  affec- 
tionate grateful  heart.  There  me  accuf- 
tomed  herfelf  to  recollect  all  the  invaluable 
precepts'  me  had  received  from  him, 
refpe&ing  her  conduct  in  life,  and  left 
her  memory  mould  fail,  (he  committed 
them  to  writing.  <c  Thefe,  my  father," 
faid  (he,  apoflrophifing  to  his  fpirit,  which 
(he  fublimely  fancied  ever  prefent  with 
her,  "  Thcfe,  thy  elevated  fentiments, 
(hall  fpeak  to  me  and  confole  me,  though 
3  th* 
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the  inftrudtive  voice  which  uttered  thtm 
is  mute,  and  the  heart  which  prompted 
them  no  longer  beats  at  thy  highly  favoured 
child's  approach.  Yet  lee  me  reflect, 
though  thefe  eyes  fhine  not  upon  me, 
they  will  no  longer  melt  into  tears;  the 
human  affections  arc  indeed  extinct  j  but 
forrow  will  not  come  nigh  thee.  Thy 
tongue  will  never  more  confole  or  inftrudt 
me,  but  the  language  of  complaint  has 
ceafed  for  ever.  Thine,  my  father,  was 
an  uneafy  pilgrimage  for  thee  ;  the  change 
is  bleflcd,  therefore  I  will  not  mourn." 

I  will  forbear  from  any  further  repetition 
of  thofe  fentiments  of  pious  forrow,  by 
which  Louifa  and  her  worthy  admirer 
exprefied  their  unaffected  grief.  They 
were  elevated  and  devout,  and  a  feeling 
mind  may  cafily  conceive  them.  Nor 
will  I  circumftantially  defcribe  Mr.  Pel- 
ham's  behaviour,  which  was  all  that 
efteem,  fympathy,  and  delicacy  could 
prompt.  The  corpfe  was  conveyed  to 
Alderfon  manor,  and  interred  in  the 
family  vault,  clofc  by  Mrs*  Dudley's 

coffin. 
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coffin.  Mr.  Pclham  attended  Louifa  on 
this  fad  occafion,  and  Mr.  Clermonc 
met  her  at  the  grave.  Marianne  could 
not  join  in  the  folemn  obfequies.  The 
intelligence  of  her  father's  danger,  un- 
warily communicated,  was  more  than 
her  weakened  fpirits  could  fupport.  A 
premature,  confinement  was  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  fhock,  by  which  not  only 
Lord  Clermont's  anxious  expe&ations  of 
an  heir  were  frutlrated,  but  her  own  life 
was  endangered,  and  the  (affedions  of  her 
hufband  farther  alienated. 

Hitherto  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Pelham 
had  been  more  indicative  cf  the  friend 
than  the  lover.  He  endeavoured  to 
divert  her  grief  by  refpedlful  attentions, 
or  to  footh  it  by  fympathifing  in  her 
lois ;  rather  than  to  interrupt  the  train  of 
her  thoughts  by  unfeafonable  anticipations 
of  expected  happinefs.  At  parting,  reci- 
procal marks  of  tender  regard  appeared 
in  each.  He  requefted  perrniffion  to 
write  to  her,  which  (he  readily  granted ; 
and  while  (he  accompanied  Mr.  Clermont 

to 
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to  Stannadine,  (he  perceived  that  all  her 
Jivelieft  afFe&ions  were  not  buried  in  her 
father'*  grave. 

The  inter  view  between  the  'fitters  pre- 
fcnrcd  a  fcene  ftrikingly  int^rcfting. 

The  lovely  form  of  Marianne,  faded  by 
ficknefs  and  diftrefs,  was  fupported  by  the 
amiable  Louifj  ;    who  bending  over  her 
with   matronly  tendernefs,  joined  in    re- 
gret   for  a   dear  father's   lofs,  and  with 
firmer  but  not  lefs  feeling  heart,  recapitu- 
lated the  afftding  narrative  of  his  ficknefs 
and  death.  •  Mrs.  Clermont    bitterly   be- 
wailed her  abfence ;  u  and  did  he  not,"  faid 
(he,  "  reproach  his  abfent  Marianne,  and 
afk  why  (he  did  not  come  to  fmooth  the 
bed  of  death,  and  to  wipe  the  faint  dews 
from  his  honoured  face  ?  And  you  too,  my 
Louifa,   mud   furely    condemn   your   un- 
feeling  fiftery  for  not  haftcning  to   afiilt 
you  in  thofe  puuis  offices." 

"  I  have  too  long  known  the  virtues  of 
that  tender  heart  to  doubt  that  fome  cruel 
nectfiity  detained  you  from  us.  As  for 
our  father,  unkind  fufpicion  had  no  pare 

in 
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in  his  character.  Alrnoft  the  laft  words 
which  he  fpake  were  a  prayer  for  you. 
Give,  faid  he,  emphatically,  my  dying 
bleffing  to  my  dear  affectionate  Marianne ; 
and  thou,  all  gracious  Heaven,  preferve  her 
from  real  forrow,  and  ieiTen  her  fenfe  of 
the  fmaller  evils  of  life.  Blefs  Mr.  Cler- 
mont  too,  and  grant  them  many  years  of 
profperity  and  mutual  love." 

"  Vain  were  thofe  pious  prayers," 
cried  Mrs.  Clermont  in  an  agony ;  cc  and 
yet  they  fometimes  fay  the  good  man's 
dying  wifhes  are  fulfilled."  She  then  re- 
lated what  a  lamentable  change  had  taken 
place  in  her  huiband's  behaviour :  Mifs 
Dudley  was  diftreffed  at  the  recital ;  yet 
fhe  felt  willing  to  hope  that  a  too  lively 
imagination  had  as  ufual  aggravated  the 
fombre  lines  of  life  ;  buc  her  own  obferv- 
ation  during  her  (lay  at  Stannadine  fatally 
confirmed  the  fidelity  of  the  portrait. 

She  now  exerted  all  the  fympathizing 
tendernefs  of  her  temper,  and  all  the  flrong 
powers  of  her  calm  difcretion,  to  fupport 

VOL.  ir.  K  and 
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and  confolc  the  mourner.  She  endeavour- 
ed to  divert  her  from  her  own  misfortunes 
by  the  exertion  of  thofe  benevolent  and 
adivc  duties  from  which  (he  had  formerly 
derived  plcafure.  But  the Jpr ing  of  Mrs. 
Clcrmont's  mind  was  entirely  broken. 
She  pitied  the  diftrefs  of  the  poor,  and 
when  an  objedl  was  pointed  out,  was  will- 
ing to  relieve  them,  but  fhe  had  not  vi- 
gour of  foul  fufficicnt  to  flep  out  of  her- 
felf,  and  to  take  a  lively  intereft  in  the 
forrows  of  others  j  her  early  and  fevere 
difappointment  preytd  upon  her  heart  j 
(he  no  longer  felt  any  inclination  for 
amufement,  or  any  defire  to  excel,  and 
her  thoughts  continually  wandered  within 
the  gloomy  pale  of  her  own  c  Jamity. 

Mr.  Clem  ont  (now  commenced  a  man 
of  the  worl.i)  wandered  from  one  place  of 
publkk  rcfort  to  another,  in  pur'lm  of 
that  fleeting  happincfs  winch  Mill  eluded 
his  grafp.  When  difappointtd  he  return- 
ed home ;  but  it  was  only  to  contrail  the 
incrtafed  pcnfivcnefs  of  his  wife's  beha- 
viour 
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viotir  with  the  gay  fcenes  he  had  jiift  for- 
faken,  and  he  derived  from  her  condud  a 
frem  defire  to  enjoy  them. 

Mifs  Dudley  deeply  felt  for  her  filler's 
woes,  but  it  was  her  only  affliction.     Her 
own    profpects    were    peculiarly  brilliant. 
Mr.    Pelham's   letters  were    dictated   by 
that  manly  tendernefs  which  flione  in  all 
his  conduct;  they  were  afTe&ionate  with- 
out infipidity,  and  polite  without  flattery. 
In  one  of  them  he  informed  her,  that  her 
bufmefs  with  the  Spanifh  government  was 
amicably  fettled  ;   the  whole  property  re- 
mitted to  England,  her  father's  debts  did 
charged ;  and  a  furplus  of  five  thoufand 
pounds  left  at  her  difpofal,     u  I  rejoice  at 
this  event,"    faid  he,    "  as  it  will  prevent 
your  generous  mind  from  feeling  the  pain 
offuppofed  obligation.  And  yet,  my Louifa, 
fhouid  little  pecuniary  affairs  ever  difturb 
the   felicity   of    tbofe  lovers,    who  are   fo 
happy  as  to  be  able  to  boaft  on  one  fide 
elegant   competence,    and    on    the   other 
tranfcendent  worth  ?" 

If  Mr.  Pciham  had  doubted  as  to  the 
K  2  aftual 
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transfer  of  his  heart  from  its  oncf 
dear  object,  the  fenfations  he  experienced 
on  revifiting  Scannadine  would  have  con- 
vinced him;  he  beheld  the  beauty  of  Mrs. 
Clermont  withering  under  the  worm  of 
difcontent,     her    features    contracted    by 
peevifh  melancholy,  and  her  temper  ren- 
dered irritable  by  difappointment.  Though 
fuch  an  object  moved  his  pity,  admira- 
tion and  love  could  only  be  awakened  by 
the  miid  intelligence  and  unruffled  fweet- 
nefs  of  a  Louifa.     His  impatience  to  call 
the  meek-eyed  angel  his  would  fcarcely 
permit  him  to  wait  the  expiration  of  the 
twelve   months,   which   (he    had  devoted 
to  the  robes  of  mourning.     At  length  the 
amiable  pair  plighted  their  mutual  vows. 

Immediately  after  their  nuptials,  Mr. 
Pelham  conducted  his  bride  to  his  coun- 
try feat.  As  he  led  her  the  tour  of  his 
plealure-  grounds,  fhe  was  particularly 
pleafed  with  a  long  avenue  of  majeftick 
oaks,  Hoping  down  the  declivity  of  a  hill, 
en  the  lummit  of  which  a  fine  Dorick 
temple  was  dedicated  to  Integrity  and 

Ford- 
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Fortitude.  Mrs.  Pelham  admired  the 
attick  fimplicicy  of  the  appropriate  em- 
blems; but  her  attention  was  fuddtnly 
arrefted  by  one  otycdifitperlatively  intereil- 
ing>  a  fine  bud  of  her  father  in  white 
marble,  was  placed  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  building,  and  on  a  beautiful  Etrufcan 
urn  under  it,  fhe  read  the  following  in- 
fcription: 

Here,  as  to  firm  Integrity  we  kneel, 
And  light  to  Fortitude  the  votive  flame, 

Thy  memory,  Dudley  !  animates  our  zeal, 
And  purer  ardours  kindle  at  thy  name. 

Here,  when  we  mourn  the  father  and  the  friend, , 
Hope  (hall  the  funeral  pall  of  forrow  raife ; 

And  felfifh  Grief  its  lamentations  end, 
Thy  life  to  copy,  and  thy  death  to  praife. 

Here,  if  we  faint  beneath  the  talk  of  life, 
Thy  bright  example  mail  new  force  fupply ;  •. 

Arm  our  weak  foals  for  renovated  ftrife, 
And  point  our  juft  ambition  to  the  Iky.    . 

Oh,  ever  lov'd,  while  o'er  thy  facred  earth 
Affe&ion  graves  thy  deeds,  and  drops  a  tear  ; 

Our  future  lives  ihall  emulate  thy  worth  : 
Our  future  virtues  prove  that  thqu  wert  dear. 

K  3  Mr. 
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Mr.  Pclham  thus  tenderly  addrefied  her 
\\hen  (he  had  recovered  from  her  firft 
emotion.  "  I  propofe  myfelf  many  delight- 
ful hours  in  this  tranquil  retreat.  Here, 
my  Louifa,  we  will  often  retire  to  hold 
communications  with  our  own  hearts,  and 
to  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  life.  We  will 
not  furvcy  its  little  Jor rows  through  the 
gloom  of  mifanthropy,  nor  will  we  judge 
of  its  fleafures  from  the  colourings  of  en- 
thufiafm.  We  will  recoiled  your  father's 
precepts,  and  confider  it  as  a  chequered 
fcenc,  from  which  the  virtuous  well  re- 
gulated mind  may  derive  many  advan- 
tages. Here  we  will  converfe  with  that 
cver-refpedlcd  man  j  we  will  feaft  our  eyes 
with  gazing  upon  his  features,  and  our 
minds  by  recalling  the  nobler  likenefs  of 
the  informing  foul.  We  will  think  of 
kirn,  not  with  trut  ufelefs  regret  which 
ends  in  penfive  melancholy,  much  lefs 
with  that  bold  forrow  which  audacioufly 
dares  to  queftion  Providence ;  but  our 
remembrance  (hall  tend  to  meliorate  our 
own  hearts,  and  our  love  prompt  us  to 

exercife 
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exercife  thofe  virtues  which  have  glori- 
fied him,  and  will  exalt  us  to  equal  hap- 
pinefs.  Should  any  litde  error  in  the 
conduct  of  either,  give  pain  to  die  fufcep- 
tibility  of  fond  attachment,,  here  we  will 
come,  and  fancy  that  marble  animated,, 
and  that  it  repeats  the  excellent  obferv- 
ations  we  have  fo  often  heard :  That  im- 
ferfeftion  is  always  mixed  with  human 
virtues)  and  infelicity  with  human  blifs. 

CHAP.  XL. 

fbe  comlufion.     Mrs.  Prudentia  ceremoni- 
oujly  takes  leave  of  all  her  characters. 

I  HAVE  now  brought  my  narrative 
to  a  period  ;  but  as  Swift  obferves,  that 
no  well-bred  modern  author  will  omit  the 
conclufion,  I  willingly  fubjoin  one. 

I  once  intended  to  have  adopted  fup- 
plicatory  addrefles  to  the  candour  and 
generofity  of  my  gentle  readers  -,  but  re- 
collecting that  there  has  lately  been  an 
uncommon  demand  for  thefe  qualities, 
K  4  and 
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and  apprehending  they  mud  have  been 
entirely  worn  out  in  the  fcrvicc  of  my 
filler  novelifts,  I  am  under  a  necefiity  of 
depending  upon  the  taftc  and  difcernment 
of  the  age>  without  even  advancing  the 
iifoa)  pleas  of  little  Jeifure  and  pain- 
ful interruptions.  Indeed  I  am  afraid 
readers  care  little  about  an  author's  private 
hiftory,  and  after  all  the  civil  things  we 
can  fay,  only  appreciate  cur  merit  by 
our  ability  to  entertain  and  inftrucl  them. 
Therefore,  inftead  of  obtruding  myfclf 
upon  the  publick,  the  remaining  pages 
fhall  be  employed  in  defcribing  the 
frefcnt  fituation  of  my  principal  cha- 
racters. 

Nearly  three  years  have  elapfcd  fince 
'^Mifs  Dudley  gave  her  hand  to  Mr. 
Pelham,  and  the  enamoured  hufband  ft  ill 
confiders  that  event  as  the  happieft  of 
his  life.  She  has  fanned  the  torch  of  Love 
wirh  fuch  admirable  dexterity,  that  it 
continues  to  burn  with  a  calm  ftcady 
flame ;  and  with  fo  little  diminution  of 
its  priftine  brightness,  that  Mr.  Pelham 

is 
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is  celebrated  by  all  who  know  him,  for 
being  a  polite,  tender  hufband,  to  an  un- 
afTuming  wife.  Her  character  rifes  in 
his  eftimation  every  hour,  and  fhe  often 
iurprifes  him  by  the  difcovery  of  fome 
new  virtue,  or  graceful  accomplimment; 
which  unobtrufive  delicacy  had  hitherto 
concealed  from  his  obfervation.  Her  ex- 
cellent judgment,  tempered  by  cheerful 
affability,  induces  him  to  confide  in  her 
as  a  friend>  and  to  admire  her  as  a  com-- 
panion  ;  his  high  opinion  of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  her  conduct,  prompts  him  to 
be  more  obfervant  of  his  own,  and  to 
guard  with  fcrupulous  care  againft  his 
natural  infirmities,  left  they  mould  pre- 
judice him  in  her  efteem.  He  is  now 
acquainted  with  the  preference  which 
his  Louifa  felt  for  him,  during  the  time 
of  his  attachment  to  Mrs.  Clermont ;  and 
his  greatnefs  of  foul  induces  him  to  ad-  , 
mire  the  delicacy,  that  fo  clofely  con-- 
cealed  it  from  every  eye,  and  the  gene-- 
rofity,  that  refolved  by  conquering  it  to 
I  K  5  facrifice 


2i3  A   GOSSIP'S  STORY. 

facrificc  every  felfilh  wifli  to  the  good  of 
others. 

Mrs.  Penelope  Pclham,  who  was  ex- 
tremely averfe  to  her  nephew's  connec- 
tion with  Mifs  Dudley,  from  a  perfuafion 
that  he  was  deferving  of  a  Duchefs,  and 
at  lad  contented  to  the  marriage  becaufe 
there  is  a  fate  in  thefe  things  which  can- 
not be  withftood,  is  now  completely 
reconciled. 

She  refides  with  the  young  couple,  net 
only  to  fee  that  every  thing  goes  on 
right,  but  alfo  to  pleafe  Mr.  Pelham, 
who  Ihe  is  convinced  could  not  be  happy 
without  her.  We  have  correfponded  fe- 
veral  years. 

Her  letters  are  now  generally  filled 
with  the  witticifms  of  mailer  Pelham, 
who  is  juft  twenty  months  old,  and  by 
her  account  a  prodigy.  She  fomctimes 
fpcaks  of  her  niece,  allows  her  to  be  an 
obliging  good-tempered  young  woman, 
and  fo  well  informed  in  houfekeeping, 
that  Mrs.  Penelope  has  yielded  the  family 

affairs 
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affairs  to  her  management,  and  they  are 
now  almoft  as  well  conducted  as  when 
fhe  herfelf  prefided.  She  mentions 
amongft  her  niece's  perfections,  that  fhe 
is  an  excellent  milliner,  and  makes 
"  mighty  becoming  bonnets"  for  ladies 
who  are  not  very  young.  She  has  alfo 
learned  to  play  at  Tredrilie. 

Louifa  has  not  deferted  SeatondclL 
Indeed  fhe  is  particularly  attached  to  the 
little  farm,  which  afforded  an  afylum  to 
herfelf  and  her  father  in  their  adverfity  s 
and  which  was  planted  and  decorated 
under  his  directions.  Mrs.  Arby  and 
the  reft  of  the  neighbours  are  "  prodi- 
gioufly  proud"  when  (he  honours  them 
with  a  vific,  and  they  difcover  many 
excellencies  in  Mrs.  Pelham,  which  they 
overlooked  in  Louifa  Dudley.  I  find  me 
has  enlarged  the  charitable  inftitutions 
which  fhe  formerly  founded,  and  it  gives^ 
me  particular  pleafure  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Pelham  has  made  poor  Walden  tolerably 
happy,  by  prefenting  him  with  a  living- 
is:.  6  Mr.. 
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Mr.  Clermont  is  become  a  peer  by  his 
father's  death,  but  the  acquifuion  of  a 
title  has  not  contributed  to  his  repofe. 
The  late  Lord's  fentitnents  in  politick* 
were  fo  violently  in  oppofition  to  govern- 
ment, that  they  have  operated  as  an 
antidote  to  his  fon  >  who  being  tired  of 
the  infipidity  of  a  fafhionable  life,  has 
entered  into  adminiftration,  with  the 
fanguine  hope  of  having  now  found  the 
long-defired  good.  His  features  have 
acquired  a  caft  of  myftery,  and  his  frank 
impaflfioned  manner  is  changed  into 
refcrve  and  importance.  He  fometimes 
pays  a  fhort  vifit  to  his  Lady  at  the 
Park,  who  welcomes  him  with  tears,  and 
endeavours  to  detain  him  by  complaints. 
Her  time  pafles  very  uncomfortably.  She 
has  in  a  great  degree  fecluded  herfelf 
from  fociety,  fomc  of  her  neighbours 
fay  (he  is  deranged,  others  think  her 
intolerably  proud;  all  blame  her  for 
living  unhappily  with  a  handfome,  gene- 
rous, well-behaved  huiband.  Few  can 
underftand  her  furrows,  and  fewer  have 

courage 
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courage  to  ftem  the  torrent  of  publick 
opinion  by  pitying  them. 

The  Dowager  Lady  Glermont  is  a  con- 
vert to  methodifm,  and  is  efteemed  a 
Ueffed  acquifition  by  that  fociety.. 

Mifs  Milton's  fenfe  of  her  friend's 
injuries  is  fo  very  acute,  that  fhe  has 
rejected  two  unexceptionable  offers,  and 
transferring  the  faults  of  one  man  to  the 
whole  fpecies,.  has  declared  herfelf  a 
determined  member  of  my  fifterhood. 
Her  refentment  againft  the  bafe,  ungrate- 
ful, tyrannick  fex  is  fo  great,  that  me 
entirely  avoids  the  fociety  of  gentlemen. 
Her  apartments  are  decorated',  with 
hiftories  intended  to  defcribe  their 
falfehood  -9  and  fhe  fpends  her  time  in 
writing  fatires  againft  perjured  fwains,. 
and  elegies  upon  deceived  nymphs.  Her 
favourite  fubje-ft  of  converfation  is  to 
inveigh  againft  Lord  Clermont,.  and  fome 
of  thofe  cenfures  have  reached  his  Lord- 
fhipj,  and  contributed  to  increafe  the  un- 
kindnefs  which  Ihe  deplores. 

6  After 
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After  fcveral  unfuccefcful  attempts  to 
form  a  matrimonial  connexion  with  a 
woman  of  character,  Sir  William  Milton 
has  taken  Mils  Morton  again  into  keeping 
Their  tempers  arc  too  violent  for  cordi- 
ality, fcarce  a  day  pafles  without  a 
quarrel  j  and  though  he  congratulates 
himfelf  that  he  is  not  bound  to  the  fury 
for  life,  (he  makes  his  haughty  fpirfc 
bend  to  her  controul.  Nay,  fhe  affirms, 
that  (he  may  be  Lady  Milton  when  fhe 
pleafcs,  and  the  bets  in  this  particular 
are  two  to  one  againft  Sir  William. 

A  very  ftrange  event  has  taken  place 
at  Danbury  fince  I  mentioned  my  favour- 
ite abode,  and  I  beg  my  readers  pardon 
for  not  informing  them  of  it  fooner. 
Could  any  one  .have  believed  that  after 
thirty-five  years  of  irreproachable  conduct, 
Mifs  Cardamum  (hould  at  laft  elope  with 
Mr.  Inkle.  Though  this  macch  was 
completed  under  the  aufpices  of  Cupid, 
it  does  not  prove  to  be  a  very  happy 
one.  Mr.  Cardamum  is  inexorable  in 
point  of  fortune,  and  as  Mrs.  Inkle  pofi- 

tively 
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lively  refufes  to  go  behind  the  counter, 
or  to  do  any  thing  inconfiftent  with  her 
dignity,  I  am  afraid  the  young  man  is 
plagued  with  a  well-bred  wife,  and  a 
fcanty  income.  We  have  excluded  he-r 
from  our  genteel  aflembly  :  I  am  told  fhe 
is  much  piqued  at  if,  but  fuch  an  unpar- 
donable dereliction  of  all  rules  of  decorum 
ought  to  be  fcvereiy  reprobated. 

A  great  deal  has  been  faid  lately  re- 
fpecting  Captain  Target's  attention  to 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Singleton.  They'  have 
been  furpriled  tete-a-tete  at  picquet;, 
and  I '  faw  him  with  my  own  eyes  carry 
little  Fido  from  church  laft  Friday,  for 
fear  he  fhould  dirty  his  new  pink  latin 
ribbon.  I  have  a  very  good  opinion  of 
my  .friend*s  underftanding,  and  I  bofe. 
it  was  only  a  neighbourly  action. 

Since  Mrs.  Inkle's  marriage,.  Mrs. 
Medium  has  laid  ftrong  fiege  to  Mr. 
Alfop,  and  (lie  manages  the  battery  of 
her  daughter  Dolly's  merits  fo  admirably 
that  I  think  his  heart  muft  furrender  ac 

di fere  don. 
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difcretion.     His  houfckeeper,  Mrs.  Betty, 
is  of  a  different  opinnn. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  a  fong  lately  com- 
pofed  by  Mrs.  Pelham  j  who  ftill  occa- 
fionally  facrificcs  to  the  Mufcs.  My 
correspondent  Mrs.  Penelope  has  luckily 
favoured  me  with  a  copy,  juft  in  time 
for  publication  : 

Go,  daughters  of  Fafhion,  for  pleafure  repine, 
The  joys  ye  purfue  are  not  equal  to  mine  ;  . 
The  humours  of  thoufands  for  yours  muft  agree, 
Mine  centre  in  Henry,  and  Henry's  in  me. 

The  rofe  thricehath  bloom'don  the  chaptet  of  May  j 
Since  I  bow'd  at  the  altar,  and  vow'd  to  obey  ; 
Talk  not  of  reftri&ions,  the  bond  I  approve, 
'Tis  fanftion'd  by  rcafon,  religion,  and  love. 

Gay  carrols  the  Uric  as  we  rife  in  the  morn, 
And  at  evening  the  blackbird  chaunts  fwect  on 

the  thorn, 

We  join  in  the  concert,  why  (hould  we  refrain  f 
Our  hearts  are  at  grateful,  as  lively  our  drain. 

We  bafk  in  thefunfhine  which  fummer  fupplies, 
And  count,  fertile  autumn !   thy  cxquifite  die; ; 
No  terror  in  ice-mantled  winter  we  fee, 
A  book  and  a  fong  dill  can  conquer  ennui. 

Domeftick, 
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Domeftick,  yet  cheerful,  delighted  to  blend, 
By  prudent  attentions  the  lover  and  friend, 
In  wedlock's  fuil  cup  we  fome  bitters  expeft, 
And  allow  for  the  frailties  we  try  to  correct. 

Though  (banning  the  many,  wild  Comus's  crew  j 
For  focial  enjoyment  we  chufe  but  a  few  ; 
Thofefew  round  our  table  fhall  frequently  meet, 
Sincere  be  the  welcome,  and  fimple  the  treat. 

Our  boy  on  my  bofom  I  cherifh  with  pride, 
He  calls  to  thofe  duties  we  gladly  divide  ; 
May  he  live  when  our  limit  of  being  is  done, 
And  our  names  and  our  virtues  furvive  in  our  fon. 


THE   END, 


BOOKS 

(Written  by  Mrs.    WEST) 
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to  that  which  is  ufually  communicated  by  fmnlar  produdiiona. 

"  The  Authorefs  of  this  Work  is-  already  iliftinguifhed  in 
the  circle  of  literature ;  and  her  reputation  will  doubtlefs  be 
confidtrably  increafed  by  the  propriety  of  fentiment,  correclde- 
lineation  of  characler,  and  nervous  comparit-ion,  wliich  thefe 
volumes  exhibit."  Critical  Review,  March  1799. 

'*  The  writer  of  thefe  volumes  has  hi-fore  received  the  praife 
of  the  Britim  Critic,  for  great  ingenuity  and  a  cotretf  knowledge 
of  the  human  charafter. — She  now  appears  before  the  Public 
with  nior  exalted  claims,— as  the  ftrenuous  advocate  of  reli- 
gion and  good  morals,  and  the  powerful  enemy  of  unfourd  and 
vicious  principles,  however  difguif<.d  or  denominated." 

Btitijb  Critic,  slpril  1799. 


Books  printed  for  LONGMAN 

3.  LETTERS  addreflVd  to  a  YOUNG  MAN" 
•n  hi*  FIRST  ENTRANCE  into  LIFE,  and  adapt- 
ed  to  the  peculiar  Circumftanccs  of  the  prefent 
Times.  In  Three  large.  Volumes  nmo.  Price, 
l6s.  6J.  in  Boards.  Second  Edition. 

u  We  have  often  had  occafton  to  review  and  to  commend 
the  competitions  of  this  female  author,  whofe  principles  are 
found,  and  whofe  gerrcral  ftyle  of  writing  is  corr  &  and  cie- 
gant.  The  work  before  us  is  addicfled  to  her  fon,  the  fame 
youth,  as  we  uncerftand,  who  is  the  fuhjecl  ot  theeizhth  fonnct 
in  the  firft  voiurre  of  thofe  poems  which  fhe  publifhed  in  1799* 
and  on  which  we  bv  flowed  the  tribute  of  deferved  applaufe. 
Thcfe  volumes  may  heconfidered  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
library  of  youth,  in  the  dangerous  interval  fcetwten  childhood 
and  scJolefccncc.  The  doctrines  they  teach  are  orthodox,  tem- 
perate, uniform*  and  liberal  ;  and  the  manners  they  recom- 
mend are  what  every  judicious  parent  "would  wifh  her  fon  to 
adopt. 

"  This  work  appears  to  us  fo  highly  valuable,  that  we  feel 
ourfelves  called  upon,  by  the  duty  we  owe  to  the  Britifh 
youth,  to  give  it  a  very  extenfive  examination. 

"  We  fo  heartily  concur  in  her  opinions,  every  fuhjecl  which 
ihe  treats  appears  to  us  fo  important,  and  fo  highly  entitled  to 
the  attentive  confideration  of  youth,  that  we  feel  doubtful  from 
what  part  to  make  our  extracts."  B'itijb  Critic,  Stft,  1801. 

"  In  ourMa  razine  for  May  laft  we  announced  this  publication 
to  our  readers,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  of 
acknowledging,  that  in  the  perufal  of  it  we  have  not  been 
difappcinted.  The  writ'.r  is  already  known  to  the  world 
as  a  novclift  and  poet,  and  her  writings  in  each  ofthefe  depart- 
ments have  acquired  her  confidence  celebrity.  The  prefent 
work,  as  we  are  informed  in  a  modeft  and  fenfible  introduc- 
tion, owes  in  origin  «'  to  the  ferlings  incident  to  an  anxious 
mother,  on  the  occafion  of  a  bclovrd  fon's  ftrft  removing  from 
the  fafc  (heifer  of  the  paternal  roof."  G  nt.  Mag.  Aug  1801. 

"  We  cannot  withhold  that  tributr  of  praife  which  a  work 
°*  fuch  fu  per  la  live  merit  demands,  from  every  one  who  is  in- 
terefttd  for  the  welfare  of  tne  rifing  genemtion  ;  therefore  we 
offer  it  as  our  opinion,  that  the  parent  or  guardian  of  a  young 
man  fcarcely  does  him  juftice,  if  he  fends  him  into  the  world 
to  think  and  »&  for  himfclf,  without  putting  into  his  i  ands^a 
work  which  is  fo  well  calculated  to  warn  youth  (of  both  fcxts 

indeed) 
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indeed)  againft:  rhe  dangers  to  which  they  are  particularly  ex» 
pofed  in  thefe  days  of  infidelity  and  licentioufnei-  ot  manners, 
and  to  fortify  them  againft  the  corruptions  of  the  a^e  ' 

Guardian  of  Education,  iVLay  I  Soz  * 

4.  POEMS  and  PLAYS,  Two  Volumes  ele- 
ganily  print  d  in  Fooifcap  Odavo,  and  hoc  preffed. 
Price  us.  in  Boards. 

'*  Of  the  tragedy  of  Adela*  we  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  after 
an  attentive  perufal,  that  the  fable  is  well  constructed  ;  the 
incidents  happily  difpofed  ;  the  characters  duly  di  (criminated 
and  preferved;  the  denouement  naturally  produced  j  and  the 
intereft  kept  up  with  judgment  to  tne  end.  The  language  is 
elegant,  fpirited,  and  correct  ;  chafte  without  tamenefs,  and 
forcible  without  bombaft. 

"  Thefe  volumes  are  printed  in  a  ftyle  of  elegance  to  which 
the  merits  of  their  content*  are  well  entitled,  and  even  the  little 
vignettes  with  which  they  are  embellifhed  are  not  unworthy 
Of  notice."  Monthly  Mirror,  Auguft 


5.  MISCELLANEOUS  POETRY  ;  written  at 
an  early  Period  of  Life.  Dedicated  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lady  Charlotte  Wentworth.  Price  2s.  6d. 

6.  MISCELLANEOUS  POEMS  and  a  TRA- 
GEDY.    Price  5s. 

7.  THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  EDUCATION; 
or  the  HISTORY  OF  MARIA  WILLIAMS.     In  Two 
Volumes,  i2mo.  Price   6s.  in  Boards. 

8.  AN  ELEGY  ON  THE  DE  >THOFTHE 
RIGHT  HON.  EDMUND  BURKE.    Price  is. 

9.  THE  SORROWS    OF  SELFISHNESS, 
or,    the   HISTORY   OF     Miss  RICHMORE.  With  a 
Frontifpiece.      Price  is. 

"  In  the  publication  before  us,  ufeful  inftruclion  is  blended 
with  amufement  The  lelfon  whicu  Mils  Richmore's  Hjftory 
is  particularly  Jefia;  id  cj  teach,  is  a  very  important  one,  a>tie 
title  of  the  book  md  c  .t.s  }  and  tne  .lory  has  fuffkient  in'ercft 
*o  make  a  lafting  imprcffion  upon  the  minds  of  young  readers, 

without 
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without  working  too  powerfully  on  their  feHines.   Nor  is  this 

M'the  attention  of  parents,  f<  r  it  conveys  veiy 

\jf  ful  hint*  for  the  regulation  of  their  own  conducl  in  t!ie  edu- 

cation  of  their  ch'l^r  r  "        Cuarfmn  cf  Education,    May  1802 

10.  PERCIVAL ;  or,  NATURE  VINDI- 
CATED. By  R.  C.  DALLAS,  Efq.  4  large  Vo- 
lumes. Price  1 6s.  fcwcd.  Second  Edition. 

"  If  ever  it  he  pardonable  for  the  rigour  of  the  critic  to 
yield  to  the  feelings  of  the  moralift,  it  muft  bt  in  fuch  a 
cafe  as  the  prefcnt j  when  his  attention  is  called  to  a  publi- 
cation, the  tendency  of  which  is  to  fupport  the  pureft  laws  of 
fociety,  and  to  defend  one  of  its  molt  valuable  institutions. 
Occafioiul  improprieties  of  flyle,  a  few  deviations  from  the 
Ar.ft  rules  of  compofition,  a  cafual  want  of  poetical  truth 
in  the  corruption  of  character,  or  a  deficiency  of  art 
in  the  management  of  the  fable,  appear  light  faults  when 
\veig  ed  againft  the  importance  of  the  end  defigned.  Ti:e 
intcrert  of  the  narrative  is  alfo  fumcient  to  hurry  moft  readers 
part  its  faults  unA.cn,  and  to  carry  them  fmoothly  over  itt 
inequalities."  Monthly  Review,  April  180*. 

ft  We  (hall  enter  into  a  more  extenfive  examination  of  the 
Novel  before  us,  than  we  are  ordinarily  accuftomed  to  do  in 
works  of  a  fimilar  kind,  and  for  this  very  flood  reafon,  be- 
caule  we  ha-,  e  leldom  met  with  one  of  fimilar  merit.  We  (hall 
only  make  one  mere  general  obfcrvati on  upon  the  whole,  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  a  particular  difcuffion  of  its  parts.  It 
prefcnts  the  reader  throughout  with  ft  very  beautiful  picture 
of  virtue,  in  its  moft  engaging  form,  delineated  in  the  cleared 
cobunng  of  purity  oHtylc  and  fimplicity  cf  language." 

Jnti -"Jacobin  Rev    jjfri/ rtot. 

«'  We  muft  now  take  l:ave  of  this  pltafing,  inftraclivr, 
and  wtil- written  performance,  with  a  Tew  remarks  on  its 
flyle.  We  can  fay  ot  this  Novel,  what  we  have  not  always 
an  opportunity  to  fay  of  fhe  productions  in  general  whirtj 
come  before  us  :  it  is  English  ;  it  is  written  in  the  pure  lan- 
guage of  our  country  j  on  that  account,  were  its  other  merits 
rot  allowed  to  influence  our  recommendation,  we  fiui.Id 
prefs  it  upon  the  attention  ot  parents  who  allow  their  daui^h- 
ttis  to  ual  what  ace  called  (but  are  not  always  to  defei\ing 
a>  iluc  ot  the  tnk)  good  novels.  Having  faid  thus  much 
ol  the  wo«k  tUo^ether,  we  have  rtvifcc!  our  fe-ntimentb,  and 
•Wy  te  declare,  that  we  have  not  faid  too  much." 

Anti-'Jatobin  Rev.  Ma.;  1801. 
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